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2023: Passion for Global Mission 

 

The call from our Congregational Directions for 2023 is to turn our lives 

toward the global mission and strengthen our love for God's mission. 

 

The Feast of the Epiphany was chosen for the launch of the "Year of Passion for Global Mission. 

The Congregational Leader Sr. Miriam Altenhofen sent a letter to all the sisters presenting the 

project for this year. She explains that "passion for the global mission is an expression of 

belonging, responsibility and commitment to the proclamation of the Gospel". 

The invitation to go deeper in the commitment to God's Mission is extended also to all lay 

collaborators and mission companions and invites us to go deeper into what is essential and to 

look back to our founders: 

“Dwelling more deeply on God's mission, which is our mission, will bring us back to what is 

essential for us as Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit. This focus has the power to 

invigorate us and make us more passionate. Our Founder Arnold Janssen and our Mothers Maria 

and Josefa were consumed by God's mission. They were ready to go anywhere or to serve 

anywhere to make known the love of the Triune God for humanity.” 

Part of this year's project is the founding of a new mission in Africa: the Congo. The sisters 

were also invited to share about their mission in the various countries where we are present 

and Sr. Mary John will share 4 webinars on Synodality and Global Mission. 
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Pioneer Sisters Receive Mission to Congo  

The CLT assigned 10 

Sisters from different 

provinces to start the new 

mission in Congo, this 

year on December 8th.  

 

 

Starting this month, the 

SSpSWW will introduce each of 

the sisters who have accepted 

the invitation to a new mission 

in Congo. In this issue, we begin 

with Sr. Estela Mari Bussón 

(photo), from the Province of 

Argentina Misiones, who is 

currently a member of the 

Generalate Community. 

Sr. Estela is very happy with her 

new missionary destination and 

says that Africa is her first love; 

since she was a little girl she 

prayed for the Continent and to answer the needs of African people. After her perpetual vows, 

she was sent to Togo, where she worked for 7 years in Pastoral work and also as a teacher, 

starting a school for boys and girls aged 4 to 5 years. 

Always ready for mission, she also worked in Cuba for 3 years. She spent most of her time in 

Education as a school principal and teacher in 

Argentina. Her experience in Togo and knowledge of 

French, the official language spoken in Togo and 

Congo, will be a great help for the new mission. 

The challenges do not scare her, joy and good humor 

are her characteristics to face the new mission. 

“Looking at our synodal church, how can we not walk 

in communion with our fellow believers? How not to 

be grateful! How much more we proclaim our love 

for God, opening ourselves to Him, we can give more 

of our lives to mission”, she says.  

People Suffer from Violence and Poverty  

The Democratic Republic of Congo is a country rich 

in natural resources, but suffers from extreme 

poverty and the consequences of violent conflicts. 

Millions of people have been killed during internal 

wars.  

For the Sisters' ministry, the areas of greatest need 

are education, health, women, children and youth.   

Sisters Assigned to the 

New Mission 
 

Here are the names and the provinces of 

origin of the 10 Sisters who are 

preparing to go to Congo: 

• Sr. Faustyna Radzyk (Poland)  

• Sr. Kristina Wolla (Timor Leste) 

• Sr. Leema Rose Savarimuthu 

(Ethiopia-South Sudan)  

• Sr. Neethi Cecilia Jacob (India South) 

• Sr. Juliet Rego (India East) 

• Sr. Diana W.P. Wisang (Flores West) 

• Sr. Cynthia Thomas Vadakkaduthu 

(India Central) 

• Sr. Katarina Pavelova (Togo-Benin) 

Sr. Estela Mari Busson (Argentina 

Misiones)  

• Sr. Angelina Vachia Jamba (Angola)  
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VIVAT in the Circle of Global Decision-Making 
 

Sr. Maria Lourdes 

Santos (Marides) left 

the Generalate 

Community last year, 

on November 20, for 

the United States to 

assume in person her 

position as a member 

of the VIVAT 

International Team. 

Here, she writes about 

her first official 

participation in a 

United Nations (UN) 

event among NGOs. 

 

Recently, I participated in a United Nations (UN) forum during a consultation session with NGOs 

(non-government organizations), where I made a statement on behalf of VIVAT and its 

advocacies. I found it a very enriching experience to participate and present in person after 

having worked online with VIVAT from Rome in the 

past two years.  

We had opportunities to visit the ambassadors of 

permanent missions of different countries to the UN. 

We found it to be an effective way to present 

VIVAT’s priority issues in a more direct manner.  

At the VIVAT International Office, I am responsible 

for administration, finance, and communications, 

including updating the website, posting on social 

media, and publishing E-Newsletters and E-

Information to the VIVAT members.  

Among VIVAT’s priority issues, women and girls, 

migration, and financing for development are my 

focus. I am happy to be part of the small community 

here in New York and to finally meet the people I 

was working with, especially the members of our 

team in New York: Fr. Paul Rahmat, SVD, and Fr. 

Daniel LeBlanc, OMI. 

Sr. Marides Santos, SSpS – USA Province and member of Vivat Team 

Sr. Marides in her new community in 
New York with the Srs. Xaveriana, Ancy 
and Yolette (now transferred to Epworth) 
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Tree Planting Project in Philippines South 

The Tree 

Planting and 

Tree Growing 

Project is 

helping the 

youth and 

children of the 

Mamanwa 

tribe, in the 

Philippines, to 

root their lives 

in the culture of 

their people. 
 

This dream came forth as Bae Joan, the leader of the Mamanwa tribe lamented seeing their 

youth and children losing their love and appreciation of their cultural heritage and no longer 

speaking their Mother Tongue. Some of them even became ashamed of their own identity as 

Mamanwa.  

Through in-depth sharing during our visit, we are determined to bring back the community to 

the true meaning and significance of their Ancestral Domain in their lives and development as 

a people.  

The Tree Planting and Tree Growing 

Project was brought forth by the SSpS 

in the Association of Women Religious 

in the Diocese of Surigao in 

partnership with the Taganito HPAL 

Nickel Corporation.  

Hence, amidst the heavy rain, the 

community of Palalihan, children 

youth, and elders joined in offering 

their ritual as their way of seeking 

God's permission for using the land to 

create a forest in the middle of their 

community, which become the Sacred 

Space of their Ancestral Domain. 

This becomes special learning for the 

children. Within two days, they were 

able to clear the area, make holes, 

and plant 1,900 of the 2,000 

seedlings: 500 giant bamboo 500 

narra, 500 bagras or eucalyptus, and 500 agoho, leaving 100 seedlings for all the partners and 

support groups on September 30, 2022. 

Ms. Maria Consolacion Matnao - SSpS Lay Mission Companion, Philippines South Province 

For children, planting tree was a special learning. 

Above, Sr. Cristeta Pias, Ms. Maria Consolacion and 

partners during the Mamanwas’ ritual for blessing. 
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JPIC Flores East Against Domestic Violence  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every human being has the same level whether male or female. Injustice and 

inequality occur when each person compares and even feels more powerful  

than the others. 

“Prophetic Women defenders of the poor and oppressed” is the Vision of the Province of SSpS 

Flores East. Starting from this vision, JPIC SSpS Flores East Coordinator Sr. Wilhelmina Kato, 

together with Sisters, candidates and Mission Partners (Saint Martinus Volunteers, Holy Spirit 

Missionaries Association (PMRK), Village officials and security forces) held a campaign against 

Violence against women and children on December 5, 2022. This campaign took place in 

markets and several villages around in Wulangitang and Ilebura sub-districts, East Flores 

Regency. 

This activity was based on the concerns of the SSpS Sisters about the increasing level of 

domestic violence. "Women are not second-class people who are always looked down upon, 

seen as stupid and unable to speak out and have an opinion."  

Currently, cases of violence are 

perpetrated by men against 

women in the domestic 

environment for trivial problems. 

Victims should have been 

comfortable in their homes, but it 

turned into a scary-as-hell 

atmosphere. This statement by Sr. 

Wilhelmina in her speech. 

Stop the violence, avoid ego and 

build dialogue… The echoes of the 

speech chanted by Sr. Wilhelmina, Sr. Marieta Rosmini, Mr. Bonefasius Namang (PMRK), Mr. 

Adrian Baji (Volunteer) and Brother Nobertus Namang (volunteer) stirred hearts and received 

a positive response from the community.  

The campaign activity ended with joint the evaluation in Santissima Trinitas Community in 

Hokeng. 

Sr. Maria Dionisia Siti, SSpS - Flores East Province 



6 

SSpS School Develops Hydroponics Project 

 

The Arnold Janssen Special Education School of Rafael Calzada, Argentina South Province, at 

the beginning of the school year mobilized the students of the CFI for a new project. Guided by 

their teacher Guido Avila, they started the research as the realization of the institutional project 

of hydroponic crops.  

The first step was to decide on the space where the system was to be installed, then the pipes 

were cut and holes were drilled in them for the placement of the plants. 

Assembling the pipes and subsequent assembly were the final steps to complete the system. 

Once the system was assembled, it was checked that there were no water leaks and the number 

of liters of water required was counted.  

In parallel with this work, we also planted hydroponic seedlings. The first planting and 

harvesting were of lettuce plants. 

We were delighted that this project was chosen to participate in the "Schools Do" program 

and the provincial education and culture authorities chose to present it in the city of Mar del 

Plata, where it received special recognition (see first picture above). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sr. Gladys Smith, SSpS – Province of Argentina South 

"The Lord 

challenges our 

Faith to realize 

something new."  

These words  

of St. Arnold 

Janssen  

motivate us  

and urge us to 

continue to 

investigate in the 

marvelous 

material world 

that God gives us.  

 

 

 

Some of the students who participated in the project 
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SSpS Presence in the Launching of REGCHAG 

Among the delegates of this historic meeting were Sr. Pelágia Almada (National 

Indigenous Pastoral) and the Companion of Mission Luis Andrés Villanueva.  

The launch meeting of the Gran Chaco Guaraní Aquifer Network (REGCHAG) was held in 

Paraguay on November 28 to 30 with delegates from Argentina, Bolivia, Paraguay, Uruguay 

and representatives of the Vatican and SIGNIS ALC (Brazil).  

This Network is a response to the call of Pope Francis to listen 

to the cries of the poor to take care of the source of life, which 

is water, and of the wealth of flora, fauna, the ecosystem and 

the various peoples. and communities that inhabit this region 

of Latin America. 

REGCHAG intends to be an ecclesial network to act jointly in 

defense of the natural and cultural wealth of the Gran Chaco 

and the Guaraní Aquifer. It joins others on the continent that 

have been running for some time, such as the Pan-

Amazonian Ecclesial Network (REPAM), the Mesoamerican 

Ecclesial Ecological Network (REMAM) and others from the 

Ecclesial Network of the Congo Basin - Africa (REBAC) and 

the River Above Asia and Oceania Ecclesial Network, Asia and 

Oceania (RAOEN). 

They were days of many conversations, debates, and group work to be able to reach a single 

consensus on what is wanted with the Network and how to influence Paraguayan soil and the 

other participating countries. This Network is a hope of a people that walk with and towards 

the neediest and in defense of Mother Nature that asks for help in the face of the lack of 

awareness of a population that destroys her without measure. 

A draft document was prepared to establish the identity of the Network that should be nourished 

by integral spirituality from the encyclicals Laudato Si, Fratelli Tutti and Dear Amazonia, and 

from the knowledge and worldviews of the peoples. A pilgrimage to the house of the Mother of 

God (Caacupé) closed the meeting and the new project, so necessary for the dignified and full 

life of our peoples, was deposited at the feet of the Virgin.  

  Sr. Pelagia Almada, SSpS & Mr. Luis Andrés Villanueva, Province of Paraguay 

The Guarani Aquifer is the second 

largest known aquifer system in 

the world with 1,200,000 square 

kilometres. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquifer
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Triduum with Mission Partners in Java Province 
 

 

The Christmas Triduum 

sent by the CLT to the 

entire Congregation  

was a meaningful 

opportunity to gather 

lecturers and employees 

of different beliefs at the 

Health Education School 

St. Vincent of Paul, in 

Surabaya, Indonesia  

for sharing and prayer 

together. 

 

We started the preparation for the Triduum on November 15 with an explanation meeting with 

several lecturers and employees of the administrative and financial section of St. Vincent of 

Paul Catholic Health Education School.  

On December 19, the lecturers and staff were gathered in the prayer room for the first day of 

the Christmas Triduum. They were of different religious belief such as Muslim, Catholic, other 

Christian, and Hindu. After the reading there was a time for silence to reflect on the experience 

of being loved by God and the experience of loving.  

 

Then, in small groups of 3-4 persons they shared in a very deep and sincere way. Some of 

them shed tears about their struggle to meet the demands of the family. After the sharing, the 

candles placed in the directions of the compass were lit and we prayed for the 4 directions of 

the wind and closed with a song.    

The second day was special because the Provincial Leader Sr. Ignata Yuliati participated with 

us. The sharing was about the challenges in life and the challenges experienced at work. And 

the last day was decorated with traditional clothes from several cultures. In the same spirit we 

listened to each other, grateful for the opportunity of coming together in prayer with our mission 

partners. 

 Sr. Elisabeth Tey Seran, SSpS – Province of Java, Indonesia 
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Generalate News 

 

Novices Share their Significant Experiences 
 

The Novices in Rome shared their 

experiences from the beginning of 

the European Noviciate in 

September 2022 and the main 

events until the end of the year by 

sending a Newsletter. Here is a 

brief report… 

 

Pilgrimage to Assisi: They went to 

Assisi on October 10 and visited the 

places and churches related to the life 

of St. Francis, St. Clara and Blessed 

Carlo Acutis. They expressed: “It was 

a very touching moment for us and a 

good reminder that holiness is possible 

and each of us is called to it.”  

Formation Sessions: To know deeper our beginnings and the life of our founders, they met 

with Fr. Andrzej Miotk SVD and Sr. Krystyna Szweda SSpS, who work in the congregations’ 

archives. They also had sessions on Bible with Fr. Naveen SVD, together with the novitiates of 

the Ursuline Sisters of the Roman Union and the Sisters of the Adorers of the Blood of Christ. 

Mission Sunday: In the SVD Generalate House they learned about the SVD mission around 

the World. The Holy Mass, the lunch and the intercultural presentations created a missionary 

atmosphere. In the SSpS Generalate, the Sisters shared with the families from Congo and 

Libya, a thanksgiving service, a missionary presentation and a dinner. “We hear the testimonies 

of witnesses serving in different parts of the world, their joys and difficulties. May our lives 

never run out of enthusiasm for serving God”, was their comment.   

Cultural Day: The novices introduced the culture of their homelands: Poland and Ukraine. 

They prepared typical food for lunch and recreation with a short presentation about the history 

and culture. A quiz animated the sisters to learn more in a cheerful way. “We wanted to focus 

on what unites our countries, not divides them so that everyone could experience a real unity 

and solidarity”.  

Farewell of Sr. Maria Yosefina 

After 8 years in Rome as a member of the 

Congregation's Communication Team, Sr. Maria 

Yosefina Neno left on January 16 for her new 

mission in the community of The Hague, Province 

of Netherlands. 

The Generalate Community is grateful for her 

service and dedication during all these years and 

for all the gifts shared, especially for animating 

the liturgy by playing the organ. 

Blessed New Mission! 

The novices Mariia, Anna and Ludmila greet Sisters 
Francisca and Miriam with bread and salt according 
the Ukrainian custom.  
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SVD and SSpS Celebrate Together St. Arnold’s Feast  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSpS Worldwide  
E-Newsletter 

 

Thanks to all the Sisters, Provinces 

and Regions which contributed to 

the SSpSWW E-Newsletter No. 194. 

For the next issues, kindly send 

articles to   

sspsww@worldssps.org  

Thank you! 

 

SSpSWW Team 
 

Writing and Editing: Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS & Sr. Marieta 

Melburan, SSpS 
 

Proofreading: Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge, SSpS & Sr. Frances Grace 

Solis, SSpS (English); Sr. María Eugenia Ojeda, SSpS & Sr. Carmen 

Elisa Bandeo (Spanish) 
 

Translation: Sr. Margaret Anne Norris, SSpS (Spanish to English)  

& Sr. Edita Vera, SSpS (English to Spanish). 

The SVD and SSpS 

communities in Rome met 

on January 15 to celebrate 

the feast of the Founder St. 

Arnold Janssen at the SSpS 

Generalate.  

It was a joy to meet again 

after three years, without 

the restrictions imposed by  

the pandemic. 

Besides praying together, 

SVD and SSpS shared dinner 

and had a lively recreation 

with songs in various 

languages: Indonesian, 

English, Spanish, Filipino, 

Slovak, Polish, Ukrainian, 

Portuguese, German,  

Italian, and others. 

mailto:sspsww@worldssps.org
http://sspsww@worldssps.org

