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Family Ministry Challenges Sisters in Mexico  
 

Sr. Salud shares 

about the challenges 

and sufferings that 

families face, 

especially with 

alcoholism and 

drugs.  

 

 

 

 

 

In October 2021, three of us arrived in the Sierra Norte of Oaxaca, in the parish in San 

Francisco Cajonos. Personally, I was impressed by the cultural richness and natural beauty of 

the place. 

Little by little we went into the communities, first getting to know the geographic locations 

and immediately entering into the pastoral work, meeting many people and the realities of 

the communities.  

After almost nine months of sharing and 

visiting families in each community, I 

began to work in family ministry. I felt 

very much challenged because every 

time we visited the families we found 

different situations from which they 

suffer. 

One of them is the excessive 

consumption of alcohol and drugs 

among young people, which makes 

mothers suffer, especially when they see 
Sr Salud and Sr Febiana Bita with the youth of the 

Parish. Above, Sr. Salud during a visit to a family. 



2 

their sons, husbands and brothers in this situation. Days after our arrival in the community, 

we were involved in a case of alcoholism with a young man who was convulsing in pain, 

vomiting blood and was really very sick.  

Sr. Socorro López Rodríguez immediately called for a doctor who, over the phone, told her 

what to do and what medicines to give him. Fortunately, Sr. Socorro had a good first aid kit 

and soon brought him the medicines. That night was terrible for him, but with God's help, 

medicines and prayers, he managed to recover. 

He is doing better now. With God's grace and his efforts, he gradually gave up alcohol and 

integrated into family and professional life.  

Sr. Salud Osornio, SSpS – Region of Mexico 

 

Religious Life in Poland: “To Be a Witness of God” 
 

The Symposium brought 

the Arnoldus Family 

together.  

Here we see Sr. Faustina 

Laslopowa, SSpSAP leader 

in Nysa, Fr. Sylwester 

Grabowski SVD, Provincial 

Superior of Poland and Sr. 

Dolores Zok, Provincial 

Leader and chairwoman of 

the Conference of Major 

Superiors of Women's 

Religious Congregations in 

Poland. 

"Formation of the heart to be a witness to the Gospel" was the theme of a formation 

symposium at Jasna Góra in Poland, held on 18-19 October 2022. The meeting was attended 

by the major superiors of female and male religious orders, contemplative orders and secular 

institutes.  

The world needs God! We see with our own eyes what the world is like without Him. As 

consecrated persons, we are called to evangelize the world. We need to be in this world and 

witness to the presence of the living Jesus... This is how I can summarize the message of our 

2-day meeting, which was attended by more than 300 people.   

The invited speakers addressed the theme of paths to maturity in consecrated life-human and 

spiritual formation. Much was said about the new evangelization. Together, the sisters 

reflected on how we can help the people of Ukraine, who, as a result of the dynamic situation 

across the eastern border, are leaving Poland for their country and then returning to us 

again. 

As consecrated people, we need to find the courage not to run away from a world that may 

be perceived as difficult and beyond us. Although we are weak people, we are strong in God.                              

Sr. Dolores, Dorota Zok SSpS – Provincial Leader in Poland 
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SSpS School Helps Flood Victims in Indonesia 

 

 

 

The care for the people 

affected by the flood 

disaster, and the 

ecological commitment 

to Laudato Si’, have 

mobilized teachers and 

parents of students to aid 

the families of Blitar. 
 

The big family of St. Mary's Catholic School responded immediately to the flood disaster that 

hit Blitar, Indonesia on October 18, 2022, along with the call for ecological conversion, and a 

commitment to Laudato Si’. 

Concern for those affected by the disaster, the school principal, Puji Rahayu, S.Pd, in 

coordination with Sr. Sisilia Andri, SSpS, representing JPIC of Java Province and St. Mary 

Educational Foundation, led the school's social service team composed of representatives of 

the student’s parents, teachers, and employees to act immediately for a humanitarian 

mission. 

From October 20 to 21, food items such as rice, instant noodles, and milk were collected and 

distributed to the disaster sites in Sutojayan Village, along with cleaning tools, adults' and 

children's clothing, baby diapers, and pampers. 

The majority of the population are rural 

workers, small farmers and livestock 

breeders. The first group of the social 

service team went to 7 sites with a 

population of 1095 families. We 

participated in the second assistance on 

October 25 with the distribution of 

towels, sanitary napkins, toiletries, food 

and clothes for adults and children. The 

assistance came from the SSpS Java 

Province JPIC and a spontaneous 

donor. 

The houses and furniture of the 

residents were damaged because they 

were submerged in water, cages collapsed, the land, rice fields and plants were destroyed. 

About 8 tons of fertilizer were submerged in water. The residents' activities were temporarily 

stopped and livestock died and was carried away by the strong current.   

Rhema and Indra, from St. Mary's Catholic School Education Foundation, Java Province  
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SSpS Stall at the Ploughing Championships Ireland 

 

The National 

Ploughing 

Championships 

Ireland is  

a yearly outdoor 

agricultural show 

incorporating a 

plowing contest.  

 

This year it also 

included the World 

Ploughing Contest.  It 

is run by 80-year-old 

Anna May McHugh. 

This year, there were 

1,700 stalls visited by 

300,000 people from 

across Ireland.  In our tent there were 113 stalls entitled Education, Business and Retail.   

We presented ourselves as SSpS Sisters. Those who took part were Srs. Joan Quirke, Gini 

George, Ewa Pliszczak, Carmen Lee, Charles Quirke (Sr Joan’s brother) and Sr Julie Doran an 

OLA. Our main purpose was to interact with people, especially the youth and to make them 

aware of our presence as religious missionary sisters.     

We could describe our stall as an invitation to meet God. We offered wrist bands for young 

people and prayer cards for people from different walks of life. We had holy medals and we 

were astounded that young people want a medal. We were also given rosary beads from Aid 

to the Church in Need. Fr Binoy, SVD supplied us with their 2023 calendars.  Young people 

wanted to take home things from our stall for their parents and grannies. It was as if we were 

being taken back to their homes. One young man came to us wearing a wrist band with the 

message Missionary Disciples, from the last 

Exhibition in 2019 and told us that he wears 

it all the time. 

We had a table for petitions and often 

people cried when sharing or writing down 

their stories. For little children we had 

prayers and a mission rosary from an 

organization called Children Helping 

Children.  Our stall was busy meeting 

families, youth, school children and asking 

simple questions about the faith.  Teenagers 

asked how they can volunteer as lay 

missionaries. It was a beautiful occasion to meet and interact with the rural population of 

Ireland which, in many aspects is quite different from Dublin, where we have our community. 

Sr. Carmen Lee SSpS, Region of England – Ireland 
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Flores East: 25 Years Defending Women  
 

 

 

 

 

During the Thanksgiving 

celebration of the 25th 

anniversary of the Women's 

Division of the Team of 

Volunteers for Humanity 

(TRUK) a new building was 

inaugurated to 

accommodate women 

victims of violence. 

“From Nian Tana* for Mother Earth there is love and Real Work for Humanitarian Mission”, 

was the theme chosen in the celebration of the 25th Anniversary of the Women's Division of 

the Volunteer Team for Humanity-Flores (TRUK-F) on November 8, 2022, at Baktyarsa 

Maumere Futsal Field, Flores Indonesia. This Thanksgiving celebration was led directly by the 

Bishop of Maumere, Mgr. Edwaldus Sedu, and 15 priest Co-Celebrants.  

25 years is not a short time for the journey of the TRUK-F Women's Division, but the journey 

is full of stories and memories from 1997 until 2022. This celebration of gratitude would not 

have happened without the persistent struggle of Sr. Eustochia, SSpS (one of the TRUK-F 

pioneers). Her word legacy is, “I may die, but this work of humanity must not die." 

When she was still alive, she always made others feel special, valued, and listened to, always 

built good relationships with others. Because of this charismatic personality, she was loved by 

many people, said Sr. Ines, Surat Lanan, SSpS (provincial of FLE), during her speech. Before 

the closing blessing of the Eucharistic Celebration, there was a ritual blessing on the new 

TRUK-F building, and a tree was planted as a memorial by the Bishop of Maumere. 

The presence of TRUK-F in Flores has been a blessing for thousands of victims of 

violence.  TRUK-F wasn’t only accommodating the victims in the shelter but also helping in 

every case of 

violence that can be 

resolved with justice. 

The loving service of 

a Servant (Luke 

17:7-10) becomes 

evident in every 

human warrior 

TRUCK F so that the 

melody of God's 

mercy can be felt by 

many people. 
 

* Nian Tana: is the local 

language for the Mother Land of Maumere,  

Flores, Indonesia.                                                          Sr. Maria Dionisia Siti, SSpS – Province of Flores East 

Sisters and survivors with the bishop. Above the signature of the 

inauguration of the new TRUK building. 
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A Journey with the Sisters to the North of Chile 

The Sisters who were able to participate in this trip rejoiced in seeing the desert in flower and the 

richness of Chilean culture.  

I have been in Chile for almost a month now. On my arrival in Santiago, everything appears 

nice and beautiful: shops, buildings, houses, schools, churches, hospitals, etc. just like many 

capital towns and cities of other countries, of which Ghana where I come from is not left out. 

Last month we had a journey with the sisters to the North of Chile, Vicuña near to La Serena. 

Our first stop was the museum of Gabriela Mistral, who was the first poetess of Latin America 

to receive the Nobel award. She was from a modest family and went through a lot of 

challenges, but she did not allow those moments to kill her spirit of making a change in her 

own life and in the lives of the poor children she helped. She has left a school which is still in 

use for her people, and it is a legacy for young people to learn from her.  

We had the opportunity to visit the dam “Puclaro” which retains water from the river, where 

we could realize the lower water level. At night we could enter the planetarium “Mamalluca” 

and see the marvelous sky.  

On our way to Vallenar we had our first night 

sleeping on a bed. We passed through the 

historical city Freirina, where the parish priest 

and some members of the community 

welcomed us very amicably. After this we went 

on through the desert, seeing Huasco city. In 

the desert I was surprised to see flowers on the 

way where no human lives. But God´s works 

are beyond our understanding. Real miracle!  

In the Northern part of Chile, some people are 

poor, but simple and very generous. In Copiapo 

we had the chance to visit a mining company. 

There, one thing was obvious, that communication is the key in that company. If 

communication did not flower well, the work would become difficult for everyone.  

Sr. Cynthia Addi-Chanagea, SSpS – Province of Chile 
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“Being a Woman” Project Retreat in Argentina South 
 

From the 

origins of our 

congregation, 

we feel sent to 

all peoples and 

cultures to 

accompany 

women and 

their families in 

a special way. 

 

 
 

The “Being a Woman Project” was born as a response to our congregational charism and to 

accompany, in a special way, the situation of women and their families in the borderless 

mission of the Church. For that, in 2016, we opened a presence in Bariloche, and in 2020, a 

new mission on the outskirts of the city of Neuquén. 

The aim of the project is to create meeting spaces where people can share and celebrate life 

to the fullest. These meetings are workshops, Women's Day and Mother's Day celebrations, 

‘mateadas’ (from the word mate that is a drink and also a symbol of meeting and sharing), 

outings and an annual retreat. 

During the years 2020 and 2021 the retreat could not take place because of COVID-19, but 

this year we did it again, and this time with women from Bariloche and Neuquén. This retreat 

is an important opportunity for women, as they are invited to talk and share their lives with 

other women and gather strength for the daily life in support of each other. 

 

The group of participants and an activity during the retreat. A special opportunity for the women to 

share their lives among themselves and strengthen each other.  

The retreat gathered some 50 women on October 8 and 9, in Bariloche. From the book of 

Ruth, in the Bible, we shared about interculturality, being a migrant, intergenerationality, 

God's action in daily life, his call through the needs of others, knowing God through another 

woman, sisterhood and the importance of community. We thank all the people who made this 

possible and every woman who opened her heart and her life to share it with others. 

Hna. Maria Busso, SSpS – Province of Argentina Sur 
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Generalate News 

 

CLT Begins Visitations to Provinces and Regions 
 

The General Visitation is held every six years, but because of the pandemic of COVID-19 and 

the postponement of the 15th General Chapter, the General Visitation to the provinces and 

regions was interrupted. Only now, with the situation calmer, can the present CLT finally 

begin the visitations.  

   

Sr. Jana Pavla Tothová 

traveled to Zambia on 

October 25 to visit each of 

the communities in the 

Region and to meet 

personally with the sisters. 

She is due to return to Rome 

on November 16. 

Sr. Mikaelin Bupu went to 

Russia for a General 

Visitation from November 15 

to December 14. The last 

visitation was in 2015. The 

war situation and the great 

distances make this a 

challenging task.  

Sr. Mariana Camezzana  

traveled to Taiwan for 

General Visitation from 

November 15 to December 

5. The Province of Taiwan 

has 17 sisters in 2 

communities. For her, the 

challenge is the language. 

Let us pray for each one of the General Visitors and to the Sisters who will be in Visitation. 

 

Visit to the Provinces of USA and PNG 

 

Sr. Miriam Altenhofen, the Congregational Leader, visited the Province of USA from 26 - 30 

October. She had the opportunity to be with the sisters in Northfield, Epworth, Waukegan and 

Rogers Park. One day the sisters came together for an assembly in Northfield. The majority 

was present in person, whereas the sisters from the islands and some other places 

participated via zoom. The topic of this assembly was: Becoming a melody of compassion. 
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Due to some visa issues, Sr. Miriam 

could only leave for PNG on the 3rd of 

November. She stays till 23rd 

November. PNG is a beautiful country 

with an abundant and fascinating 

nature.  

There Sr. Miriam met the sisters in 

clusters: Madang cluster, Wewak 

cluster and Goroka cluster. The 

Provincial House in Alexishafen is in 

the process of reconstruction and so is 

the province, finding its mission under 

changed circumstances with fewer 

sisters. 

 

Change of Chaplain at Generalate 
 

Fr. Joseph Chemmarappallil Abraham after about a year as 

chaplain in the Generalate community, returned to his 

diocese in India, where he will work as a formator and 

professor in a major seminary. He said goodbye to the 

community on October 

31. 

 

On November 2, the new 

chaplain arrived, Fr. 

Suman George from India. 

He also is preparing for his 

Doctorate in Patristics. 

 

 

To both: many blessings for your new mission! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, Fr. Joseph!  

SSpS Worldwide  

E-Newsletter 
 

Thanks to all the provinces and 

regions which contributed to 

the  

SSpSWW E-Newsletter No. 

192. For the next issues, kindly 

send articles to   

sspsww@worldssps.org  

Thank you! 

 

SSpSWW Team 
 

Writing and Editing:  

Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS & Sr. Marieta Melburan, SSpS 
 

Proofreading: 

Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge, SSpS and Sr. Frances Grace Solis, SSpS 

(English); Sr. María Eugenia Ojeda, SSpS and  

Sr. Carmen Elisa Bandeo (Spanish) 
 

Translation: 

Sr. Margaret Anne Norris, SSpS (Spanish to English)  

& Sr. Edita Vera, SSpS (English to Spanish). 

Welcome Fr. Suman! 

 

mailto:sspsww@worldssps.org
http://sspsww@worldssps.org
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Facts & Photos 
 

Peace is the urgent cry of all people of good will who take to the streets to protest 

against the war between Russia and Ukraine.  

Many of us, sisters, novices and the families of refugees who live with us, joined the 

Sant'Egidio Community and other organizations for the March for Peace on 

November 5th. 


