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Consecrated Youth in Poland: Light in the Dark 
 

Sr. Marta Poświatowska 

participated in the Media 

Group that prepared for a 

year for the 4th Congress 

of young consecrated 

persons that took place 

from September 22 to 25 

in Poland with the motto 

"Arise and shine" (Is 60: 1). 

 

I participated as SSpS in the 

organizing team of the 4th 

Congress of Consecrated 

Youth that was held in Licheń 

(the third pilgrimage site in Poland). To prepare for such a big event, we decided to divide 

ourselves into different groups. I had the pleasure of participating in the media group. 

With six other consecrated people, we prepared a new website and did the rebranding process 

with the creation of a new visual identity. I was an active participant as a graphic designer and, 

taking advantage of the suggestions of the media group, we created a logo, a poster, badges, 

a songbook cover, and roll-ups. We did a beautiful job of visual identification, which exceeded 

our wildest expectations. 

During the congress we were responsible 

for specific tasks. Together with Łukasz 

Wójcik SDB, we managed the website 

www.mlodzikonsekrowani.pl. I also 

prepared articles summarizing each day of 

the Congress, and graphics for social 

media. 

Despite working late into the night, we 

were glad to know that something good 

and big was happening that the whole 

world should hear about. I am grateful to 
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God that I have been able to experience the universality, the joy and the youthfulness of the 

Church of which I am a part. I have met wonderful and talented people with whom I have been 

able to create something good and share the skills I have received. Let God's glory increase in 

all that has been accomplished and will be done. 

Sr. Marta Poświatowska, SSpS – Communication Coordinator of Province of Poland 

 

National Youth gathering in Slovakia – Trenčín 22 

 

The youth enjoyed trying on clothes from different countries and had an opportunity 

to learn about spirituality and mission. 
 

“Mary set out and travelled in the hill country” (Lk 1:39) is the bible quote chosen by the Holy 

Father Pope , as the motto of the World Youth Day that will be held in the coming year in 

Lisbon, Portugal. The same quote became the main theme of the National Youth gathering in 

Trenčín, Slovakia, July 28-31. More than 2,500 young people together with the religious, priests 

and bishops from all corners of the country participated in this great event.  

The National Youth gathering provided a nice opportunity, after a long time of COVID 

restrictions, to meet again as a community of believers who desire to pray together and to 

enrich one another. It was an amazing time with rich spiritual inputs and different activities.  

On Saturday, all religious orders presented their congregations in a very creative way in the 

main square of the city. A team of SSpS sisters, SVD fathers and seminarians collaborated 

together to make our three congregations known.  

Young people had the opportunity to learn more about our spirituality and mission.  They could 

taste fried caterpillars, try on some traditional clothes from different countries of the world and 

dance. The whole program ended up on Sunday with the pilgrimage to Skalka (a nearby 

sanctuary built on the rocky hill). Despite the rainy weather on that day, we went home filled 

with joy and gratitude.  

Sr. Jana Smutná, SSpS – Province of Slovakia 
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Church Meets with Aboriginal People in Australia 

The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Catholic Conference (NATSICC) 

occurs every 3 years and gathers 

representatives of the aboriginal 

communities all over the country and the 

priests, nuns, social workers and social 

organizations,  members from all dioceses, 

who are caring for and working alongside 

the indigenous people.  

 

The SSpS who are working in the diocese of 

Townsville, North Queensland, participated in 

NATSICC, which this year had the theme "Holy 

Spirit in this Earth".  

For 5 days (September 19-23) indigenous and 

non-indigenous peoples sat together to listen to 

each other heart to heart. For non-indigenous 

people it was an important occasion to learn and 

understand the richness of indigenous peoples' 

spirituality, culture, art, language and history, but 

also their woundedness, trauma from past 

experiences and concern for the future. 

For the indigenous peoples, it was a moment when they came together to encourage each other 

and mark their identity as the first nation of this country. 

The whole assembly was invited to recognize and celebrate the way the Holy Spirit has been 

working in our lives. The Holy Spirit is here in this land, in our hearts, even before Christianity 

was introduced to this country. And the indigenous people, through their spirituality and art, 

have recognized her presence. 

Bishop of Darwin Charles Gauci emphasized, "the presence of non-indigenous people is not to 

give a direction or an answer, but to stand with the indigenous people as brothers and sisters, 

as one family, to support them" and that "indigenous people have a special and important place 

in the Catholic Church of Australia." 

The Aboriginal Smoking Ceremony welcomed and blessed the entire assembly (above). The sharing 

process of the Conference at the left and the Sisters with the representative of the Aboriginal people 

of the Palm Island Community (Diocese of Townsville). 



4 

The conference closed with a solemn holy mass with the Aboriginal hymn and liturgy. The 

assembly was sent off with the new spirit to walk together and to reach many more people 

especially the indigenous people who are still apart from the communities and church as well. 

Sr. Sesilia Ria, SSpS – Province of Australia 

 

A Thousand Lights Burning in Papua New Guinea 

 

Sr. Ingeburg Pircher from South 

Tyrol has spent 60 of her 88 years of 

life in Papua New Guinea. She tells 

us of the fruitfulness of a long 

missionary life.  

 

When I reached PNG in 1962, I 

was welcomed by our Sisters, 

some of whom had survived the 

World War with its hardships of 

imprisonment and starvation. My 

heart sank to the bottom - I felt so 

unworthy to walk in their 

footsteps. And yet, I knew then: 

this is where God wants me to 

spend my life for Him. The 

blessing of this moment has never 

left me. 

At our school at Malala, we tried our best to make one feast very special: Pentecost. The 

novena, bonfire and torchlit processions, songs and dances, creative students’ presentations… 

everything contributed to imprint in us the spirit of Pentecost to last for the rest of the year. 

Even after decades, ex-Malala students would always say that Pentecost left a flame burning 

in their hearts. 

My retirement affords me plenty of time to let 

memories, good and not so good ones, visit me and 

give me joy to help me cope with old age. I love 

imagining all these flames burning in the students I 

taught at Malala. They are all over New Guinea now. I 

believe that every Sister, through her work and 

witness, kindles a light in those she serves. And so, in 

my inner vision, PNG is afire with the lights of those 

whose lives we SSpS have touched… 

Sr. Ingeburg Pircher, SSpS – Province of Papua New Guinea 

“The Holy Spirit that we received in baptism is continuing to inspire people and help us to 

be changed from heart to heart. When we open our heart to the Holy Spirit, she will help us 

to change, ourselves, our community and even our country.” 

(Tim Harris - Bishop of Townsville during the Conference Opening Mass.) 

Sr. Ingerburg (left) has taught for several generations 

touching the hearts of the students and awakening in them 

a love for the Holy Spirit. 
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Brazil South: 50 Years under 

the Wings of the Holy Spirit 
 

"Jubilee is a time to make our hearts rejoice and to give 

thanks to God who was and is the Protagonist of all our 

life and mission!" 

 

In a festive celebration of thanksgiving, the Brazil 

South Province celebrated the golden jubilee of its 

Provincial House, Espírito Santo Convent in Ponta 

Grossa - PR, with the participation of sisters from 

various communities, collaborators, members of 

the Sant'Ana School band and legionaries of the 

Legion of Mary of the Bom Jesus Parish. The Mass 

was presided by the bishop of Ponta Grossa, Sergio 

Arthur Braschi, and priests of the Divine Word and 

other congregations. 

After the Mass, there was the official handing over 

and blessing of a statue of the founder, Saint 

Arnold Janssen, made especially for the jubilee by 

the artist Renato Taques. The 1.70-meter-high statue, made of concrete, and which weighs 

350 kilos, was placed in front of the convent 

The Holy Spirit Convent, from its beginnings until today, seeks to be a center of missionary 

irradiation! It continues to be a sacred space for silence, prayer, meetings, assemblies, and 

visits that renew the missionary ardor.  

 

 

 

The seeds of God's Word continue to touch hearts, generate life and nurture hope. With all the 

people who are part of the history of the Convent, we give thanks to God, and we recognize 

his loving presence that over so many years has made our daily quest to make "the Triune God 

known, loved, and glorified by all people" come true. 

Sr. Ilca Maria Hendges, SSpS - Provincial Leader of Brazil South 

The Holy Spirit Convent is shaped like a dove with 

spread wings, and besides being the Provincial 

House, it is also a place for retreats and meetings. 

The thanksgiving celebration was held in 

the convent chapel on September 25, 

bringing together sisters and lay partners. 

Spirit Convent is shaped like a dove retreats 

and meetings. 
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Dream comes true on 

Jeju Island, Korea 
 

Life is not easy for the children of 

migrant and refugee families. They 

have to adapt to a totally different 

social environment and educational 

system. In this context they find 

support and hope with the SSpS 

missionaries.  
 

Since 2018 our community is dedicated to 

the apostolate of migrants and refugees 

coming from various parts of the world to 

this small island in southern Korea. Our 

center helps those who have problems with 

visas, workplace, illness, or encounter 

difficulties in this environment that is new 

and perhaps strange to them.  

We also help 12 children from Yemen, Sudan, India and Vietnam who study in the nearby 

middle school and come to our study room for their homework and to improve their Korean 

language. 

These children had a dream: to visit the capital Seoul, but almost all of them cannot leave Jeju 

without special permission from the immigration. With the help of some NGOs and support of 

some benefactors and volunteers, from July 26th to 30th, we went to many places in Seoul 

that could be interesting for the children, such as the Korean Broadcast, museums, Lotte 

Adventure park and others and in Incheon, the Chinese City and Fairy Tale City.  
 

 

The kids were never tired, despite getting up very early in the morning. They enjoyed taking 

pictures (see photos), seeing Seoul, and cruising back from Incheon to Jeju Island. 

It was not easy to prepare for this trip. Asking permission from the authorities and collecting 

funds took a lot of time and energy. However, we experienced God's love and protection that 

opened the doors of many institutions and generous hearts that helped make these children's 

dream come true. 

Sr. Beatrice Hanju Son, SSpS – Province of Korea 
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SSpS Promotes Education for Vulnerable Children  
 

The Mother Josefa 

Educational Center, 

founded by the SSpS 

almost 20 years ago, 

offers quality 

education to children 

from the Community 

of  ‘Complexo do 

Alemão’, one of the 

poorest and most 

violent areas of the 

city of Rio de Janeiro, 

in Brazil. 

 

The Educational Center is intended for early childhood education and daycare, operates full 

time, and serves 80 children from 2 to 6 years, disadvantaged and socially vulnerable. It is 

part of the Missionary Servants of the Holy Spirit Education Network, whose philosophy is 

inspired by the Holy Trinity, a model of love and communion. 

One of the most serious problems in the community is the 

violence carried on by the armed dispute over territories 

dominated and silenced by drug dealers and the state 

itself.  

To contribute to the development of interpersonal 

relationships and citizenship, by means of playful 

activities, is one of the goals of this social work that seeks 

to enrich the self-esteem of the students and their 

families, and foster knowledge of the world outside the 

community, understanding and acting in their social 

surroundings.  

The children receive four meals a day, reinforcing their 

nutritional development, and are accompanied by 

teachers with a degree in Pedagogy and recreation 

specialists. The great challenge is to maintain all the 

physical structure and modernize the space of the 

Educational Center to keep it technologically updated and, 

thus, offer quality teaching and learning. 

A mother whose son has Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 

gratefully shared that at the Mother Josepha Education 

Center she found the welcome she so desperately needed. 

She explained that her son was always misunderstood in 

other places, but with the help of the team she could 

discover her son's situation, accept his condition, and seek 

treatment. 

Married Deacon Alessandro Faleiro – Member of SSpS Brazil Communication Team 

Providing good nutrition for the 

children is part of the goals of the 

Education Center (top photo). 

Above: The Educational Center's 

19th anniversary and a meeting 

with parents. 
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SSpS Greece Mission in Athens with Refugees 
 

Sr. Ewa after 4 years 

working with refugees in 

Athens shares about her 

experiences. You can find 

more stories on our 

website:  

 

www.worldssps.org 

 

I was working with the Jesuit 

Refugee Services and left on 

1st August 2022 after nearly 

4 years. Now I am in the 

English/Irish Region. My 

heart is full of stories and faces. I had journeyed with many displaced families mostly from 

Afghanistan, Cameroon, Iran, Congo, Chechnya, Russia, Ukraine, Morocco, Lebanon, Turkey 

and Egypt. I was with them in Athens and I have followed them through to their new countries 

and know they are safe. I am amazed by the resilience of people and their keeping hope, when 

hope was gone, and keeping safe when there was plenty of danger. It had to be God hearing 

the cry of the poor. This is just one story.  

Sr. Eva helping children overcome their traumas through art and play. Above, she is at the JRS 

storage room where refugees receive clothing and basics. 

I met the young woman in the shelter of the JRS. When I saw her I noticed she was depressed. 

She had a beautiful young boy about 3 years old. I started by interacting with him and the 

mother daily. Then I found out she was from Afghanistan and was traumatized by the death of 

her husband and her daughter being beheaded in front of her by the Taliban. She had run away 

to Iran with her little boy and then got to Greece. An unimaginable journey.  

She was helped by us in the shelter. Eventually she was able to live independently in a house 

of Caritas in Athens. Now she is living with the cousin of her husband in Germany with her little 

boy. 

Sr Ewa Pliszczak, SSpS – Region of England / Ireland 

http://www.worldssps.org/
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Exibition Rich&Poor in Viena Invites Reflection 
 

The growing gap 

between rich and 

poor is not just an 

alarming social 

problem, but an 

underlying issue 

of humanity, often 

portrayed by art. 

The Rich & Poor 

exhibition at the 

Dom Museum in 

Vienna invites 

reflection. 

 

 

 

Some of us SSpS Sisters and the MHGG Members (Mission Association of the Holy Spirit) visited 

the exhibition Rich&Poor at the Dom Museum Vienna, where the aspects of social inequality 

were reflected in art.  

We saw one of the first depictions of St. Martin painted in 1502, dressed as a knight on 

horseback, looking down on a beggar instead of walking by as a soldier. This painting was 

intended to force medieval knights to practice charity and to give alms to the beggars of their 

hometown.  

"Sitting Man", a realistic looking doll begging for money made us think about our own attitude 

towards beggars or homeless people. His pleas for help were translated into different languages 

and displayed on a LED screen next to him to show an all-time and international issue. 

Photos of the wealthy were juxtaposed with images of the poor. The bad living conditions of 

Vienna’s brick factory workers in the 19th century, the favelas and slums of big cities nowadays 

and child labor were also highlighted.  

Later we discussed our impressions. We want to share our thoughts: 

How poor does someone have to look for people to donate money? Do I really want to help 

someone or do I want to feel good because of my donation? The worse off he is, the better you 

feel when you donate? Why do people judge who really looks needy and "deserves" help and 

who doesn't? How to overcome this attitude of White Saviourism or the fear of contact with the 

poor? 

Poverty and wealth are linked. From the Middle Ages to the present, and not just since the 

pandemic, the gap between rich and poor has been widening. But through all times art 

highlighted aspects of social inequality and brought them into focus. We have to watch, think 

about it and take action. 

Sr. Christa Petra, SSpS – Province of Austria 
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Generalate News 

 

Sr. Miriam visits the SSpS 

communities in UKraine 
 

Sr. Miriam, the Congregational Leader, 

visited Ukraine at the beginning of the 

month (October 1 to 6) to give support to 

the sisters in the communities of Boryspil, 

Kyiv, Verbovets and Khmelnytskyi during 

this difficult time of war. 
 

I met all our sisters in the different communities 

in Ukraine and we had deep conversations about 

the situation, how they experience it, how it 

changes their way of living, their understanding 

of our mission, and how it affects their 

spiritually. It is amazing, but our sisters clearly 

say that they became stronger and more 

courageous. 

The situation is extremely complicated. Many 

families are mixed, e.g. the father is Ukrainian 

and the mother Russian or from Belorussia. One 

of our parish members has two sons who for 

years are already in Russia and they are 

professional soldiers. They must fight against 

Ukraine. 

The most difficult part of the journey was in the 

area of Bucha and Irpin which had been occupied 

by the Russians. The destruction and the 

atrocities which were committed are just 

unimaginable and against every standard of 

humanity. 

One of our sisters is staying in Borodianka, a 

little town close to Irpin. We visit an area with 

container houses built for emergency use by a 

Polish organization for those who had lost 

everything in the bombing. Several hundred 

people are living there together with little space 

and fearing the freezing temperatures of winter. 

I feel deeply touched by the courage of our 

sisters. They really have grown in a very 

challenging environment. They all want to stay and be with their people. For them and the 

Ukrainian people, this war is a fight not only for their land but for the freedom to choose their 

way of life. 

Sr. Miriam Altenhofen, SSpS – Congregational Leader, Rome Generalate  

War tanks denounce the violence against the 

country (Kiev). Sr. Miriam with the SSpS 

community in Kiev, walking in Borodianka 

and with parishioners in Verbovets. 
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Facts and Photos 
 

The second Tertiate group comes to Rome 

 

 

“Transformed by the 

intimacy of the Trinity, 

as a lifelong learner...” 
 
 

The Mission Month at the 

Generalate began with a full 

house with the arrival of the 

second group of Tertians. 

The group is very diverse: 

25 sisters of 11 nationalities, 

present in 16 provinces and 

regions on 5 continents.  

The program began on October 2 with the opening Mass, and on October 15 they will go to 

Oies and then to Steyl where they will finish the Tertiate on December 17. Sr. Maria Jose 

Rebelo, the Tertiate Coordinator, is happy with the group's experience. "Visiting Rome as 

pilgrims, meeting the Generalate Community and getting to know the sisters who serve the 

Congregation in services that are not seen, is being very remarkable", she said.  

“Transformed by the intimacy of the Trinity, as a lifelong learner... Becoming a Melody of 

Compassion in this world” is the Tertiate theme. The intensive program of renewal is an 

opportunity to look back at the life and mission as an SSpS, celebrating joys and struggles, 

as well as to have moments of input/formation, and time for personal reflection, prayer, 

recreation, and rest. 

During the Tertiate, participants have the opportunity to go to the places of our founding 

generation and become more familiar with our roots and spiritual heritage. In addition, it is a 

time to develop and nurture deep relationships with other SSpS from different cultures, and 

mission countries. In short, it is a time to renew personal commitment as SSpS. 

Bible Entrance during the Opening Mass of the Tertiate on October 2, and recreation with the 

Generalate Community on October 9. 

Sr. Miriam shares her travel schedule for this month. Let's follow her with prayers. 

 October 19: meeting in Frankfurt, Germany;  

October 21: meeting of the Swiss Association in Laupheim; 

October 25: visit to the US province; 

October 31: flight to Papua New Guinea to visit 

the province of PNG.  

She will return to Rome on November 18. 
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New European Novitiate starts in the Generalate 

The ceremony of entrance into the European Novitiate was on September 29th during the 

celebration of Mass with the Generalate Community. As the Province of Austria is responsible 

for the novitiate, the Provincial Leader Sr Hemma Jaschke came to the Generalate to meet 

with the Novitiate Community and the Generalate Community to prepare the beginning of this 

new group.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSpS Worldwide  

E-Newsletter 
 

Thanks to all the provinces and 

regions which contributed to 

the  

SSpSWW E-Newsletter No. 

191. For the next issues, kindly 

send articles to   

sspsww@worldssps.org . 

 

 Mariia Liuba from Ukraine Anna Staszak from Poland Liudmyla Kmet from Ukraine 

 

Sr. Hemma hands over the Bible 

and welcomes the novices. 

Novitiate Community: Sr. Svitlana Matsyuk (Novice 

Directress), Sr. Anna Damas and Sr. Elsie Varghese. 

SSpSWW Team 
 

Writing and Editing: Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS  
 

Proofreading: 

Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge, SSpS and Sr. Frances Grace Solis, SSpS 

(English); Sr. María Eugenia Ojeda, SSpS and  

Sr. Carmen Elisa Bandeo (Spanish) 
 

Translation: 

Sr. Margaret Anne Norris, SSpS (Spanish to English)  

& Sr. Edita Vera, SSpS (English to Spanish). 
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