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JPIC Peace Pilgrimage In South Korea 

 
 

“The prayerful event showed me how to overcome frustration with hope for the 

solution by wise cooperation at all social and church levels.” 

Together with two other SSpS sisters, I joined the JPIC Peace Pilgrimage to Samcheok City (the 

east coast of South Korea) on April 7-8, 2022, in the area of the construction of a new Coal-

fired Power Plant.   

This event concerning the ecological crisis 

was organized by the Religious Women 

Association in Korea. It continues the 

efforts of activists who urge the 

government to halt the construction for 

eco-friendly living and clean energy. If the 

sea temperature rises because of the 

power plant, what can survive in the warm 

sea? The gas emission that the power plant 

will cause is not desired in this climate 

crisis and 60% of the citizens oppose it. Is 
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there not enough source of solar and wind energy for the country during the 4 seasons of the 

year?  

By the seashore Mass, spiritual walk, dance and an activist’s update I imagined the cross of the 

residents confronted by the “Energy Project”. My heart stays oriented on truth finding in various 

eco news. Coastal erosion, accelerated rapidly by the construction of the power plant port, 

cannot be silenced. The prayerful event showed me how to overcome frustration with hope for 

the solution by wise cooperation at all social and church levels. 

Sr. Filipa Krajnakova, SSpS - South Korea Province 

 
 

Steyl:  

“I couldn’t,  

not come…” 

 
Sr. Maria José (photo) 

shares her process of 

discernment and call to  

go to the Mother House for 

the Project “Silence and 

Contemplation Steyl”.  

 

A short time ago, a Sister in Spain told me that, every time she prays in the Our Father “may 

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”, she thinks of me. I listened to her with gratitude 

and humility, as I realize more and more that in my life everything is Grace.  

Being transferred to the Mother House was the fruit of a long-term guided discernment, which 

was influenced by a sense of restlessness for enacting God’s dream with passion. This dream 

has been the result of an experiential journey of 12 years practicing the contemplative prayer, 

following the centering prayer method. This prayer method has truly changed my life. It has 

changed many aspects of my personality, my way of being with others, and my intimacy with 

the loving Trinity.  

At a human level, coming to Steyl at this time of my life might sound somehow foolish… I am 

not young anymore; I don’t know German or Dutch; and I have not much idea on how to begin 

something new in this place. And yet, if I did not come (or at least ask to come), I feel I would 

not have been true to God’s call, neither true to myself.  

So, here I am, seeking God’s will for our mission in and from the Mother House; here I am, 

trying to discern, together with the Sisters, ways in which we can expand the ministry of 

spirituality, through a new project (tentatively) called “Silence and Contemplation Steyl”. I am 

truly experiencing God’s closeness in this journey of discernment… and I am overwhelmed by 

joy and gratitude, as I feel the Lord’s call to listen and respond passionately and humbly. I am 

in awe, as I realize more and more that in my missionary call, every step is Grace!  

Sr. Maria José Rebelo, SSpS - German Province 

Photo: Sr. Antonia Schmid, SSpS 
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Intercongregational Communities of Life and Mission 

Sr. Maria de Fátima Kapp (center), 

worked for 7 years in the Brazilian 

Conference of Religious and shares 

her experience of 

intercongregationality. 
In this picture she is visiting the 

intercongregational community  

of Pemba, in Mozambique. 

 

Intercongregationality has been a 

striking characteristic of Consecrated 

Religious Life in Brazil. In the last 

decades, we have advanced and strengthened ourselves with the initiative of Inter-

Congregational Communities and mission, assumed by the Conference of Religious of Brazil 

(CRB) and by different Congregations. Some highlights of these communities are: 

East Timor: from 2000 to 2010, a partnership between the Conference of Bishops of Brazil 

(CNBB) and the CRB. 

Haiti: from 2010 to 2021, partnership between the two Conferences (CNBB and CRB). The 

partnership continued under another modality: the creation of REMIS, the Intercongregational 

Missionary Solidarity Network. 

Mozambique: from 2016 to 2021, this community was interrupted due to the pandemic, non-

granting of visas to missionaries and the guerrilla war in Cabo Delgado. 

Sisters from different congregations living in the same community. On the left, mission in Tocantins 

(Amazonia - Brazil), and the community in Haiti (right). 

Brazil: We had various experiences in Amazonia along of the years, but I would like to highlight 

on the community of the CRB at national level. It originated in 2007 when the headquarters of 

the National CRB was transferred from Rio de Janeiro/RJ to Brasilia/DF. Due to the need to 

provide an adequate environment for the religious assistants, the administration decided to 

acquire a house and to make it available as a residence, making it possible to constitute a 

community.  

I have been a part of this community as Executive Adviser of the Mission Sector and have lived 

there for seven years. It has been an enriching experience and a possibility for growth, although 

challenging. 

Sr. Maria de Fatima Kapp, SSpS – Province Brazil South 
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Stream receives Name of St. Arnold in Argentina 

"St. Arnold Janssen" was 

the name given to a 

particular Stream that 

circulates about the 

Institute of Holy Spirit of 

ARM.  

 
This name arises from a 
great work done with the 

students who are currently 
in the 4th year of the 
Secondary Level, in 

conjunction with the 
teachers of the areas of 

Geography and Biology. 

This process is part of a 

municipal invitation to be 

part of the project "A name for my stream" that had as main actions the study of the 

hydrological resources present in the province, geographical location of the stream that is 

currently sponsored, and awareness through dialogue with the neighbors of the area for the 

care of it.  To carry out this important and significant task, a project has been developed called 

"Our urban streams: a treasure in danger" in which the objectives, foundations, strategic lines 

for actions and the evaluation process for the areas involved are specific.  

Detail of the sign with the name of the stream and some of the 4th year students who worked in the project. 

As an educational institution, we are happy to share this work that officially gives with a 

representative act, a name for the stream, heritage of a great historical value for our city, 

whose blossoming is located in the well-known "Public Well". 

Moved by the strength of the Holy Spirit and also driven by the words of St. Arnold Janssen, 

founder of the Mission Congregation of the Servants of the Holy Spirit, we reinforce our 

commitment to the care of the common home, a magnificent gift from God that gives us this 

possibility of being Christian followers of his footprints and promoters of the common good. 

Luis Diaz, Secretary of the Holy Spirit Institute of Higher Study – Province of Argentina Misiones 
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Retreat for Lay Collaborators of Philippines North 

 

The activities 

 with the lay 

companions and 

collaborators 

are starting  

again after the 

interruption due 

to the pandemic… 
 

After two years of work 

and tension due to the 

pandemic, the 

members of the staff of 

the Servants of the 

Holy Spirit from 

different SSpS communities were able to un-wind themselves, recasting their hearts for the 

Lord through a spiritual retreat at the Convent of the Holy Spirit Retreat House in Baguio. It 

was also a time for them to bond with one other and relax as well. 

With much excitement, the 1st batch went off to Baguio last May 21-22, and then on May 28-

29 the 2nd batch followed for a spiritual retreat with Fr. Ferdinand Antoine Bajao, SVD, as 

retreat companion and guide. The 38 participants were from Paraclete Home Community, 

Provincial Mother House, Arnold Janssen Spirituality Center Philippines, Our Lady of Lourdes 

Hospital, and Ma. Clara communities. 

The participants were all very happy and grateful for their wonderful experience of the retreat 

as expressed by most of them. After the retreat, they had the much-awaited recreation visiting 

the different and new destinations of tourists in Baguio. 

 

Here are some of their most important learnings from the retreat: “the value of humility and 

compassion”; “how important time is because we can never turn it back, so it might as well be 

spent wisely with people we love and treasure most in my life”; “It is good to be reminded to 

express your love to your family and loved ones by saying, “I love you”, and spend quality time 

with them because we only live once.” 

Sr. Bernadette Oppus, SSpS – Phillipines North (from Echoes May – June) 
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Austria: St. Koloman Convent Welcomes Guests Again 
 

Slowly, life is 

beginning to 

return to 

normal in 

many parts of 

the world. 

In Austria the 

sisters are 

happy to be 

able to 

welcome 

people again 

for visits and 

celebrations. 

 

Welcome! This word sounds uplifting, because finally, after a long time, we are allowed to 

welcome guests in our convent again and to live hospitality according to our possibilities. Since 

Pentecost, a limited number of neighbors and friends can once again attend our services on 

Sundays and Feastdays, however only with a face-mask and advance notice. Relatives take 

advantage of the warm season and 

come for a short visit, which pleases 

the sisters very much. 

At the “Hendrina feast” on June 2, the 

doors opened to some MHGG (Holy 

Spirit Association) members who came 

to participate in the sending of the 

MHGG team and to pray, share and 

celebrate with us.  

Our guests enjoyed the possibility to 

go for a walk in the garden and marvel 

at the newly remodeled cemetery of 

our Convent (photo on right). At the 

“Kolomani Rast” we prayed for peace. 

In the big room downstairs, 

refreshments were prepared and Sr. Christa Petra shared about the General Chapter. Then we 

went for the Eucharistic celebration in the chapel. 

During the festive Mass we, Sr. Christa Petra Ahrer, Barbara Weinberger Zauner, Katharina 

Maria Ribisch and Hermi Schwanzer were commissioned for another three years as MHGG team. 

Sr. Hemma handed over to us certificates and a small package of nuts as a symbolic 

strengthening for our task. To be able to celebrate together with members and friends of the 

MHGG was a special joy for us after two years of pandemic break. 

Sr. Christa Petra SSpS and Barbara Weinberger Zauner, Province of Austria 
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Echoing of the 15th General Chapter in Togo - Benin 
  

 During the first 

semester, all the 

Provinces and 

Regions gathered 

the sisters to share 

about the 15th 

General Chapter. 

Even the Togo - 

Benin Region that 

could not be 

present at the 

Chapter held its 

meeting.  
 

The Togo Benin Region had the opportunity to have Sr. Eva Piegdon, the Regional Leader of 

Zambia, for the "echoing of the 15th General Chapter". This took place from May 13-15 at the 

Convent of the Sisters of St. Claire.  

It was a time of a very rich experience for each of the sisters. The sharing was such that 

everyone felt as if they were at the Chapter. During these three days we had time to share the 

Bible and reflect in consensus group and in basic groups. This echo allowed us to know what is 

happening in our Congregation and strengthened in each one the sense of belonging. It has 

also deepened our knowledge and spiritual life, bringing renewal to all of us.  

As SSpS, our role is to bring joy, life and light to those who are sent to us. Also, we cultivate a 

culture of care and not a culture of waste. This "echoing" reminded us that first it is God’s 

Mission and He sent His only Son Jesus to save humanity. We are called to follow Jesus and to 

bear witness to our calling as SSpS, in the footsteps of our founder and co-founders. 

Sr. Rosalie Zossou, SSpS - Region of Togo - Benin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

About Togo - Benin Region 

Togo was the second country to where SSpS Sisters were 

sent by the founder St. Arnold Jansen. In 1897 they 

arrived and started a school for girls, but in 1918 they 

were expelled as prisoners of war. 

The second foundation was in 1989, in a village called 

Hélota where the sisters took charge of an abandoned 

hospital and did evangelization work. In the course of 

time, other communities were founded in Bassar, Lomé, 

Ouaké in Benin and Atakpamé.  

Along the years the missionaries have been working in 

education, health care, socio pastoral and parish pastoral 

activities. 
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Generalate News  
 

News from the Congregational Leadership Team 
 

 

During the second part of June and the first half of July, the Congregational Leadership Team 

(CLT) met together and spent time reflecting, praying and deepening the Directions of the 

Congregation and the Recommendations of the General Chapter. 

The CLT had meetings with the SVD General Council in our Generalate, for monthly faith sharing 

and in the SVD house in Anzio for work together on common projects. 

Among the many zoom meetings, the CLT, met with the RCI (Resource Committee on 

Interculturality) on July 7 to evaluate the activities of 2021 and to share perspectives for the 

next three years. 

Sr. Kreti Sanhueza participated in the 1st stage of the Discernment and Leadership Course 

organized by the Jesuits and the Gregorian University from June 19 to 23. From July 14 to 

September 19 she will be in Ireland to improve her English Language skill. 

Sr. Miriam Altenhofen will be in Steyl from August 10-12 to meet the international group of 

Tertiate. Then from August 13 to 16 she will visit the communities in the Netherlands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSpS Worldwide E-Newsletter 

Thanks to all the provinces and regions which contributed to the SSpSWW E-Newsletter No. 188.  

For the next issues, kindly send articles to  sspsww@worldssps.org . 

Thank you!  

“We hope that this Year of Perichoresis encourages us and our companions in 

mission to live with courage and boldness our commitment for mission in 

intercultural and intergenerational communities.”  

The Dance of the Holy Trinity - A sign of reciprocal, integral, and 

‘communio’ relationship. 

 

 

mailto:sspsww@worldssps.org
http://sspsww@worldssps.org
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Gratitude for the shared life 

At the beginning of July, the Generalate Community said goodbye 

to Sr. Monika Guzmická, the former Community Leader. The 

farewell celebration was on Sunday, July 3, and the sisters of each 

of the 6 Sharing groups prepared a surprise for her as a sign of 

gratitude for her 17 years of kind presence and tireless service for 

the good of the community. She served for 10 years as a driver 

and the last 7 years as a Community Leader.  

Sr. Monika has returned to Slovakia for vacation and will prepare 

for her new mission in Russia. We accompany her with prayers. 

 

On July 14th was the time to say goodbye to Sr. Gini George and 

to thank her for her dedication to the community and her services 

as a member of the Congregation's Communication Team. She is 

returning to Ireland, her mission country, after 4 years in Rome. 

During this time, besides all the communication work, she also 

produced many videos for the Congregation and in the last 2 

months she prepared 7 videos for the Vatican. 

 

Last month, June 19, Sr. Grace (FAE) returned to her country 

after about a year of waiting. She came for Spirituality studies 

which she finished last year. Because of the pandemic and travel 

restrictions she had to postpone her trip many times. Besides 

helping the community with solicitude in different services, she 

also participated in the 15th General Chapter as an invitee. 
 

New Members of the Community 
Two more sisters arrived to be part of the Generalate Community. To them a warm welcome. 

 

Sr. Estela Mari Bussón 

Sr. Estela is 

from Argentina 

Misiones and is 

37 years in 

consecrated 

life. Before 

coming she was 

part of the 

mission in Togo 

and in Cuba. She arrived on June 14, is 

learning Italian and will help in the 

services of the house. 

 Sr. Molly Mathew  

Sr. Molly 

belongs to 

India South,  

is 35 years  

in vows and 

worked before 

with IT 

(Information 

Technology) 

and Accountability. She is also learning 

Italian and will be responsible for the 

Personnel Office. 
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SSpS Youth Network Project 
 

 

With the support of the Provinces and Regions, the Communication Project "SSpS Youth 

Network" has started its first steps with a group of 27 volunteers (sisters and lay people) from 

Asia, Europe, Africa and Panam.  

The first meeting was on July 6th to get to know each other and the work methodology. Each 

participant received a new email account and access to the tools of the Google Workspace 

Platform. 

The project's Core Team is composed of Sisters Michaela Leifgen (Philipines North), Liz Valdez 

(Paraguay), and Ana Elidia Neves (Rome). The participants will be distributed in groups to 

develop the different tasks of the project until it is ready to be opened to the youth linked to 

the SSpS mission. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSpSWW Team  

 

Writing and Editing: 

Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS  

Sr. Juana Gabriela Pichardo Escutia, SSpS 
 

Proofreading: 

Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge, SSpS, Sr. Frances Grace Solis, SSpS (English) 

Sr. María Eugenia Ojeda, SSpS and Sr. Carmen Elisa Bandeo (Spanish) 
 

Translation: 

Sr. Margaret Anne Norris, SSpS (Spanish to English) 

Sr. Edita Vera, SSpS (English to Spanish). 

 

                  
 

Visit our Web Sites 
 

 

 
 

 

 

www.worldssps.org 

 

 

www.vivatdeus.org 
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Facts & Photos 
The Generalate Community welcomed the SVD Tertiate group on Sunday, 

July 10. They started the 3-month renewal program in Steyl and are 

currently in Nemi. With joy, the sisters, brothers and priests shared the meal 

and many songs from different parts of the world. 

 


