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Generalate News  

Community Renewal and Pentecost Celebration 
 

 

The Generalate community prepared for the feast of Pentecost with a Day of Renewal with 

recollection, reflection on Perichoresis, group sharing and community prayer. The Pentecost 

Novena helped to enter more deeply into the content of the Congregational Directions. 

Pentecost Sunday was celebrated throughout the day, both liturgically and communally, and 

ended with a barbecue and intercultural recreation. 

 
Congregational Directions: Themes for the Next 6 Years 

Our Congregational Directions invite us to be immersed in the dance of the Trinity, to hasten 
on a prophetic path of transformation, thus becoming a melody of compassion for the world. 

And so, as CLT, we begin to envision some steps, some rhythms, some dances for our next 6 

years and for this year in particular. 

Here are the themes that emanate from our Congregational Directions. 
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Jorneying together in the "Year of 
Perichoresis" 

This year we dedicate it to deepen, understand and experience 

the Divine Dance: perichoresis. The Trinitarian dynamism of 

their relationships becomes a dance. A dance with circular 

movements, but at the same time which remains open; a dance 

that makes steps backwards and forwards, that teaches others 

to dance. A relationship where one is the other and at the same 

time, they are not confused. It is this movement, this dynamic 

that we want to live in our communities, therefore, we propose 

an inspiring phrase for 2022: 

The Dance of the Holy Trinity - 

A sign of reciprocal, integral, and  

                                          ‘communio’ relationship. 

 

We hope that this Year of Perichoresis encourages us and our companions in mission to live 

with courage and boldness our commitment for mission in intercultural and intergenerational 

communities. Let us commit ourselves, 

• To have dialogues which build up good relationships and community life, bringing out 

the best of each other, 

• To be reciprocal in our self-giving, always taking the first step toward love, 

• To be women and men who build communion in a divided world. 

Let us endeavor together to make “perichoresis” become alive in our communities, and in our 

mission fields. This will depend on each one of us! 

SSpS Congregational Leadership Team - Rome 

 
 

SSpS Worldwide E-Newsletter 
 

Thanks to all the provinces and regions which contributed  

to the SSpSWW E-Newsletter No. 187.  

For the next issues, kindly send articles to sspsww@worldssps.org . 

 

Thank you!  

 

http://sspsww@worldssps.org
http://sspsww@worldssps.org
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Support for Ukrainian Refugees in the Generalate 

 

"Together we can do 

more than we think" - 

is Sr. Krystyna's 

observation in  

view of the solidarity of 

so many people  

and also of the 

Generalate Community 

in helping the 

Ukrainian refugees in 

this emergency.  

Jesus continues to incarnate in human history, in every gesture of solidarity, responsibility, and 

cooperation... This also gives birth to our response to the "crisis situation in Ukraine".  In our 

Generalate in Rome, we have welcomed, last year, a family from Venezuela, another from 

Libya, and at the end of March, when the war broke out, seven women from Ukraine. 

Our life is very simple, we share with them what we have received from others. We share the 

food that we prepare in our kitchen. The women enjoy being in our garden and some participate 

in the liturgy. They go to school and learn Italian, some work, and others cannot work due to 

health reasons. We help them in various ways, trying to accompany them through listening, 

attention, and prayer. We give our time and energy, sharing blessings, sorrows, hopes, joys, 

and dreams ... because "life should be lived looking forward". 

People who fled the war carry in their hearts a lot of problems, misunderstandings, sadness, 

heavy suffering, unanswered questions, fears, and anger. Such situations push us to our limits, 

to our fragility and vulnerability, which require us to accept them. In order to become strong, 

one must admit one's weakness and trust 

totally in God's grace. 

Although the experience is difficult and 

demanding, it brings much joy. The faces of 

Ukrainian women and their children, as well as 

the faces of refugees from other continents, 

challenge our prayers, touch our hearts, widen 

our horizons, and open our hands. Together we 

can do more than we think! 

Sr. Krystyna accompanying Lyuba, one of the 

refugees from Ukraine, and Lilianan, from Libya. 

Above, the group of Ukrainian women who were 

welcomed at the Generalate. At the back, Sr. Monika 

Guzmická, Patrizia from San Egidio (responsible for 

the refugees' accommodation) and Sr. Krystyna.  

Sr. Krystyna Szweda, SSpS – Generalate Community, 

in Rome 
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Echoing of 15th General Chapter in PNG 
 
After the General Chapter all 

the Provinces and Regions 

brought the sisters together to 

share the experience and 

content of the 15th General 

Chapter. Even Papua New 

Guinea, whose chapter sisters 

could not attend because of 

the COVID-19 pandemic, had 

its meeting. 

 

 

 

All Provinces and Regions had meetings with the sisters to share the experience and content of 

the 15th General Chapter, specially the New Congregational Directions. 

We were all open and ready to listen to the sharing’s from the facilitator, Sr. Leonisa Andino, 

from Philippines North, since our Provincial, Sr. Florence Utah did not attend the General 

Chapter due to Covid 19 restrictions. When she shared with us the common and her personal 

experiences of the chapter, our expectations and joys were fulfilled. All the discussions and 

sharing focused on the present and future missionary activities of our global mission. 

We were grouped into five groups for sharing. Some of the points the General Chapter wants 

to bring across are: to be a true sign of unity and strengthen the bonds of love among sisters; 

to follow God’s will for the Congregation; to recognize the fidelity to the Gospel and to our 

charism for today’s world. It also gives new impulse to live our religious missionary vocation in 

the joy of the Holy Spirit and respond to the needs of the poor and marginalized. 

Each group presented their sharing: 1) Our name 

is our mission. 2) The relationship with God sends 

us to the people and the relationship with the 

people brings us to God. 3) Constant inner 

transformation. 4) We are living in an 

international, intercultural and integrational 

community. Our initial and ongoing formation 

needs to develop us into mature persons with a 

deep spirituality and passion for our missionary 

service. 5) Formation in all aspects. 

To summarize, we need to have personal and 

communal discernment as community and as a 

province, to re-design and re-structure ourselves. 

We have to respond to the global mission with 

joyful heart and compassion. 

Sr. Milliana Wangusawo, SSpS – Province of Papua New Guinea 
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At the service of migrant people in Brazil 

 

 

 
 

 
The odyssey of migrating, 

permeated by xenophobia and 

a pandemic, makes everything 

seem even more difficult. The 

year 2021 was especially 

challenging for CIM – Center 

for Migrant Integration in the 

Brás, neighborhood of São 

Paulo - Brazil. 

There were many families, children and women in situations of vulnerability and personal risk, 

even greater than in previous years. Approximately 1,700 people of 21 nationalities were 

attended to at the Center, they received items such as food, clothes, hygiene and cleaning kits, 

as well as social, psychological and documentary orientation. 

Looking at the situation of the people, I asked myself: Lord, how will the poor live if this 

pandemic does not stop? How will they manage to "live"? 

2022 began and God did not abandon us. With the arrival of more collaborators and volunteers, 

our courses, activities and services returned to normal. New house, donations arriving, 

everything very simple, many things used and needing renewing, but it is what we have. 

Even with many 

things missing, we 

brought back the 

Portuguese course 

for adults, 

professional courses 

in bakery and 

handicraft for 

women, Portuguese 

and English courses 

for children and 

adolescents, guitar 

classes for adults and 

children, art classes, including drama, school complementation, social and psychological care, 

document orientation, conversation circles with varied topics, especially focusing on daily issues 

such as violence against women, re-establishment of family and community ties. Not to 

mention the integration and intercultural activities such as Bolivian Children's Day, Carnival, 

Mother's Day, Zumba course, among others. Despite all our simplicity, nothing compensates 

the affection and the trust placed in us. 

Sr. Malgarete Scapinelli Conte, SSpS – Province of Brasil North 

Activities with children and a bakery course for women. Above, Sisters 

Janice de Santana (left) and Malgarete with Bolivian mother and son. 
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Synod on Synodality in Argentina South 

 
The sisters of the Provincial House Community, in Rafael Calzada, also joined  

the experience of synodality of the Parish and gave their contribution. 

Responding to Pope Francis' invitation that the whole Church participate in the enriching 
experience of synodality, from our Parish "Holy Trinity" of Rafael Calzada, Argentina, we 

organized ourselves to reach with this experience the 10 chapels that make up the parish. 

We organized three meetings in each place. The synthesis on each theme: Listening, Discerning 
and Deciding, and Mission, was sent to the diocese where it was combined with the 

contributions from the parishes. 

The Sisters of the Provincial House Community and neighboring communities felt called and 
gave their contributions very much in line with the opinions of the members of the different 
communities in the Parish. 

It is clear that we need to put aside prejudices, to welcome with joy and mercy, to form 
ourselves to acquire the tools that will help us respond to the needs of our brothers and sisters, 
sustained by the experience that our hearts burn when we listen to the Lord. 

Sr Gladys Smith, SSpS - Province of South Argentina 

 

Pope Francis 

 

Sr. Beena Paul, SSpS - Region of Mozambique. 

 

 

“Participating in a synod means placing ourselves on the same 

path as the Word made flesh. It means following in his footsteps, 

listening to his word along with the words of others. It means 

discovering with amazement that the Holy Spirit always surprises 

us, to suggest fresh paths and new ways of speaking.” 

Pope Francis 
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Endless hunger in Mozambique 

According to the UN, 193 million 

people faced “acute food insecurity” 

in 53 countries or territories last 

year. Despite the 22% increase in 

people going hungry, the general 

worsening trend continues.  

 

The change of climate makes it impossible for the 

peasant farmer to collect the produce he grows. 

This situation happens in Liupo and Mogincual 

where we are evangelizing. Both districts are 

located in the Province of Nampula, Northern 

Mozambique. 

In 2020/2021 there was a severe drought so the 

plants died. Then, in February 2022, Cyclone 

Gombe affected a lot. Liupo and Mogincual were 

seriously hit. Many houses collapsed, crops were 

lost. There is no hope that agricultural production 

will recover this year. People have become 

discouraged. We have especially children and the elderly suffering from illnesses. Natural 

calamities have intensified in recent times adding to the famine. 

We from the Mission Team that serves Liupo and Mogincual, have visited the communities to 

listen to their concerns. They say that our presence gives them joy and hope. The Team 

distributes food products to Christians and people of other religions. We also give monetary 

help to those who need to go to the hospital. 

Everything we do is thanks to God who calls and sends us to live and witness his love in this 
mission. We thank our Congregations and the donors who generously share their goods to 

alleviate hunger. 

Sr. Maria Aloysia Suryati Murni, SSpS - Mozambique Region 
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News from our Schools 

Students Begin Socio-Community Internship in Paraguay 

The students of the Third Year of the Scientific 
Baccalaureate with emphasis in Social Sciences 

of the Holy Spirit School of the town of Maria 
Auxiliadora - Paraguay have made a first visit to 
the Inclusion Support Center "Angel of Hope", 

on Friday, May 20. This institution has been 
chosen by this group of students to carry out the 

socio-community internship, seeking to fulfill 
the mission of serving others by being 
volunteers and sponsors of those who attend 

this center. 

The visit was full of emotions, where it was 
possible to feel the value of small achievements, 

to know stories of dedication, closeness, love 
and service; the discovery of how much we have 

to give to others and as one student mentioned 
"See in these glances stories of the immense love of God and the power of faith". 

Prof. Elida Galeano, Holy Spirit School, María Auxiliadora - Itapúa – Province of Paraguay 

 

I˚ Symposium SSpS on Spirituality(ies) in Brazil 

"Everything that moves is sacred" was the theme 
of the 1st Symposium on Spirituality(ies), 

promoted by the SSpS Educational Network in 
Brazil. The event debated dialogues with scientists, 

thinkers and lovers from a multiple cosmovision, 
presenting spirituality as a key to help understand 

the meaning of life. 

Close to the days of Pentecost and the Holy Trinity, 
during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, the 
symposium was an invitation to walk together to 

build a future in which all human beings can 
experience life, peace, justice and love in fullness. 

In this first edition, we had conversations with 
experts about the human need to revere the 
mystery that inhabits everything and the influence 
of spirituality and mind in the process of facing and 

healing diseases. 

One of the participants expressed: "it was a unique 
moment of reflection to think about our connection 

with the transcendent, the universe, and ourselves. It was inspiring"! 

Agostinho Travençolo Júnior: educator and advisor of the Mission Dimension of the  

SSpS Education Network - Brazil North.  
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Philippines: SSpS Gets Involved During Elections  

 
 

Due to the extreme crisis 

facing the country, the 

SSpS missionaries of the 

two provinces of the 

Philippines decided to 

support a presidential 

candidate with a project in 

favour of the people and 

the marginalised. Sister 

Faith shares what 

happened. 

The 2022 Philippine national election was held on May 9. We exercised our right to elect persons 

to the highest positions of the country. 

In the months prior to the election, the SSpS Sisters from the different communities in the 

country actively supported the presidential candidacy of the incumbent Vice-President Leni 

Robredo who ran against a highly popular candidate, Ferdinand Marcos Jr. 

Despite the strong criticism against the Catholic Church for meddling with politics and being 

partisan, the Rosary Province (PHN) and the Trinity Province (PHS) released a joint statement 

openly endorsing Leni Robredo. She had stood for truth and had shown her selfless love as 

public servant especially for those in the margins. 

The Catholic Church, the clergy, 

many religious congregations, and 

the SSpS Sisters openly supported 

the so called “Pink Revolution” 

movement. The movement aimed at 

establishing good governance. We 

strongly believed in Robredo’s 

platform on transparency which is a 

sharp contrast to her opponent who 

was convicted of a personal tax fraud 

on top of many corruption cases of 

his father, the late 20-year dictator 

Ferdinand Marcos Sr. We joined in 

pink rallies participated in by 

thousands of supporters (picture 

above), led online rosary prayers, 

and volunteered as poll watchers on 

the election day itself. 

The opponent won the election by a landslide - a victory built on massive online disinformation 

and deception spanning years. “We lost the battle but not the war.” This quote expresses our 

sentiment, frustration and anger. We have been awakened; many of us are now more politically 

active, and our spirit of volunteerism more enlivened. If only for the momentum of the “pink 

movement” that motivated people from all walks of life, it was all worth it. Nothing was lost. 

Sr. Elaine Faith Taneo, SSpS - Province of Philippines North 

SSpS volunteers as poll watchers in the precincts from early 

morning until evening to ensure a clean, honest, accurate and 

meaningful electoral process. 
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Panam Assembly Proposes New Style of Coordination 

 

Sr. Miriam with all the Provincial and Regional Leaders from Panam, including two participants online. 

The Provincial and Regional Leaders of the American Continent (Panam) held their assembly 
on May 28th and 29th in São Paulo, Brazil, with the participation of the Congregational Leader 

Sr. Miriam Altenhofen. Two coordinators could not be present because of the Covid 19 
pandemic, but they participated online. 

 The main objective of the assembly was to discern and elect the most suitable coordination 
structure to serve God's Mission on the continent at the present time. Based on the General 

Direction N° 6 that proposes "to discern and redesign our structures at all levels", the assembly 
decided to for a shared and circular leadership model, integrated by all the 8 Provinces and the 

3 Regions of the continent. 

In the letter sent to the sisters, the 
new Panam Leadership Team 

explained that they begin this new 
structure "ad-experimentum" for a 
year and then they will meet to 

evaluate. In order to build the team, 
they will seek accompaniment and 

external support to shape their 
vision, make agreements, define the 
different roles, establish criteria, 

coordination areas and define the 
programming of the present 

triennium. 

 During the assembly, Ongoing 
Formation, understood as a personal and community work of transformation, holistic 
integration and growth in the inner, missionary and spiritual life, emerged as a priority that 

needs to be nurtured to sustain all that we are, live and do. 

From the Letter of the Panam Leadership Team signed by the Sisters: Miriam (Cuba), Ewa (Mexico), Dorota (USA), 

Percila (Brazil North), Ilca (Brazil South), Raquel (Paraguay), Salomé (Chile), Sara (Boliivia), Mónica (Argentina 

Misiones), Marisa (Argentina North) and Adriana (Argentina south). 
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Visit the Spirituality Website of the Arnoldus Family 

 

 

SSpSWW Team  

 

Writing and Editing: 

Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS  

Sr. Juana Gabriela Pichardo Escutia, SSpS 

 

Proofreading: 

Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge, SSpS, Sr. Frances Grace Solis, SSpS (English) 

Sr. María Eugenia Ojeda, SSpS and Sr. Carmen Elisa Bandeo (Spanish) 

 

Translation: 

Sr. Margaret Anne Norris, SSpS (Spanish to English) 

Sr. Edita Vera, SSpS (English to Spanish). 

Here you can find our history, spirituality, prayers, articles, photos, 

videos and more. You have an online source of our spiritual heritage. 

Explore this treasure and spread our spirituality.  

www.vivatdeus.org 
 


