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Working with the Lay Missionaries in Angola 

 

With creativity, Sr. Odete 

motivates the group of lay 

missionaries to return to the 

meetings after the 

interruption  

due to the pandemic. 

 
 

 

 

The apostolate with the laity, the 

Missionary Association of the Holy 

Spirit (AMES), in Angola, has been 

a work of patience, searching, care and encouragement, providing a space for listening in the 

midst of the diversity of cultures. 

We have grown a lot together, because we have a common point of view that is Jesus Christ, 

centered in the Triune God. The accompaniment of the laity has taught me to look for creative 

ways to hold meetings. I feel that it has been enriching to transmit our charism and spirituality 

to them. The first step was to show them how the lay missionaries came into the congregation 

and what their work was, so that they feel they belong to the group. 

We have a group of 

about 40 members and 

an annual program of 

meetings. With the 

pandemic, we had to 

suspend our meetings, 

and online meetings 

were not successful, as 

not everyone has 

access to the Internet. 
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Time passed and the pandemic slowly stopped. Now it is permissible to gather a group of up to 

20 people. So, the time came to have our long-awaited moment again. 

For 2022 I looked for other dynamics to motivate the meetings. I invited Sr. Ana Elidia Neves 

with the theme: Non-violent Communication and Sister Petronela Boonen with the theme: 

Restorative Justice. I am thinking of inviting Sisters from other countries to offer different topics 

online for the group. 

For me life is made of encounters, nobody lives alone and we need each other to walk. 

Sr. Odete Mendonça, SSpS - Region of Angola 
 

Climate Walk in 
Netherlands 
 

 

There are many practical initiatives 

that can help improve the planet's 

climate. But you have to get on the 

way... 
 

Holy Saturday (April 16) is an excellent day to meet others. Uschi Janssen, Sr. Lili and Victor 

Budke as representatives of the Catholic Church joined the Amsterdam Council of Churches and 

organized a climate walk through Dapperbuurt and Indische Buurt. Artists, climate refugees, 

active local residents, Jungle, Meevaart and other organizations hospitably opened their doors 

to walkers. They talked about the energy transition, neighborhood greening, decomposing 

polyester, repurposing clothing, and creative waste processing. 

The walk is wheelchair friendly and from three different starting points it takes us through 

numerous green and sustainability initiatives in Dapperbuurt and Indische Buurt. Churches 

want to use this to inspire and encourage others – small-scale initiatives are also important. 

Participants can discover on foot what they themselves can do for a better climate. The people 

behind the participating initiatives are happy to tell their inspiring stories! 

The Elthetokerk (Protestant church) on the Javastraat offers information on "greening" its 

church buildings and religious communities. 

To avoid massive groups, the 

participants were divided into 

several groups. Sr. Eustokhia also 

joined this activity. She said: “It's 

fun and enriching when we meet 

other people who share the same 

concern. Let's save this land." All 

routes ended at the Muiderkerk 

(Protestant Church), where there 

was a closing event at 4:00 p.m. 

Sr. Veronika Lili, SSpS - Province  

of the Netherlands 
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Cyclone Leaves Thousands Homeless in Mozambique 
 

 

“Farmers 

dreamed that 

the good 

harvests 

would 

disappear 

from the 

famine this 

year, but 

overnight  

they all 

disappeared.” 

 

On March 11, 2022, Tropical Cyclone Gombe hit the Nampula province of Mozambique. It is 

heartbreaking to see homeless people seeking shelter. The storm rapidly intensified and 

became the fourth intense tropical cyclone of the year, with sustained winds of 115 mph (185 

km/h) and a minimum central pressure of 28 inHg (960 hectopascals). The storm proceeded 

to make landfall and quickly lost its strength on land. 

On March 12, Gombe degenerated into a low-lying terrestrial remnant. Cyclone Gombe killed 

more than 65 people across the country. Tens of thousands of homes were severely damaged 

by the storm in Mozambique, leaving hundreds of thousands of families without power in 

Nampula. Gombe affected thousands of hectares of crops, dropping 200 mm (8 in) of rain in 

24 hours. Farmers dreamed that the good harvests would disappear from the famine this year, 

but overnight they all disappeared. 

In the photos, SSpS and SVDs working with Caritas to provide relief to cyclone victims 

One of our SSpS communities is isolated. Many churches, hospitals and schools were damaged. 

We, the SSpS and SVDS, are directly involved in the relief work together with CARITAS of the 
Diocese of Nacala, distributing tarpaulins and food kits. Families are housed in schools, 
education has stopped. Thanks to the help of various NGOs, the situation is improving. 

Sr. Beena Paul, SSpS - Region of Mozambique. 
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Seeds for Life: 
Alternative Education  
in Bolivia 
 

For 20 years the SSpS has  

reached out to and given 

opportunities to young people  

and adults from many rural 

Quechua communities of  

Tapacari and surroundings  

through Alternative Education 

 

On April 4, 2022 the Eucharist was celebrated 

in thanksgiving for all these years that the 

SSpS has been walking with these 

communities and being Good News for them 

through alternative education. We celebrated 

the lives of the pioneers of this work: Sr. Maximiliana Soja and Sr. Boni Otti, and extended our 

gratitude to the Sisters who continue this task and to the team of lay people who are carrying 

out this mission with them. 

In the chronicle of the community, it is reported with great joy that on April 21, 2002, a large 

group of women arrived from the communities to begin sewing and weaving classes and the 

chronicler explained that the name of the center reflects the mission of these women: "Musuj 

muju Kawsanapaj", which means "Seeds for Life", expressing their hope that through this 

training they will have "seeds of life for their communities". 

Now, the Center has grown and currently offers Humanistic Education (primary and secondary) 

and Technical Education: Textile Confection, 

Handicrafts, computer systems, Gastronomy 

with confectionery, and electricity and 

facilities, with the possibility of opening 

programs of integral beauty and agriculture. 

May the Lord continue to accompany and 

bless this work, so that the seeds of life will 

continue to enrich the families and the 

communities of the region. 

Sr. Raquel María Zanuttini SSpS- Region of Bolivia 

 

Pictures: on top, Sr. Raquel handing out 

textbooks for youth and adults in alternative 

education. On right: Thanksgiving Mass for the 

20 years on Alternative Education Mission 

and students on Language and  

Communication classes.   
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Sisters from Romania give help to Ukrainian People 
 

Kolping Moldova 

invited the SSpS 

Sisters Malgorzata 

Zygar (first on 

left) and Maria 

Chiara Ellecosta 

(the second on left) 

to help in their 

humanitarian 

service to the 

people of Ukraine.  
 

In April I was able to travel to Ukraine for the second time, as an accompanier for aid 

organizations, after the outbreak of the war. I met a group of women who cook every day for 

more than 450 people, refugees, soldiers and the poor. It was striking to see how the women 

had to work with almost no light in the basement of the school.       

Mr. Vasyl Savka, director of the Kolping House, walked us through the classrooms of the school, 

where we did not see children learning, but women and men, sewing and preparing first aid 

bags for the soldiers. With tears in their eyes, the women told us of the great concern for their 

families and the insecurity. 

It was shocking when, on the way home, we saw the young fathers of families who, with tears, 

had to say goodbye to their wives and children at the border, not knowing if they would see 

each other again. 

I went with Father Lucian from the Franciscan Fundaţia Pacea to Khmelnitski where our SSpS 

sisters and postulants found refuge. It was a great joy for me to be able to meet Sr. Svitlana 

Matsyuk and Sr. Victoria Kovalchuk. The sisters and the postulants help in the reception and 

care of the refugees, in the care of the wounded who are taken to the hospital or in various 

pastoral tasks. 

Sr. Maria Chiara talking with children and Sr. Svitlana, in Khmelnitski, receiving supplies for the community work 

with refugees. On the top the members of the Kolping House with the sisters. 

Let us continue to pray together for the gift of peace in the hearts and minds of all people! 

Sr. Maria Chiara, SSpS – Romania, Province of Austria 
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Announcing the Gospel is still a need in Paraguay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The dream of  

Saint Arnold is still 

alive. Even in a Catholic 

country such as 

Paraguay there are 

people waiting for  

the Good News. 

 

When I received the invitation to go to the Holy Week mission, my heart was restless and the 

desire to "go out" and share life arose in me. 

Experiences of recent years have led me to rethink what it means to come into contact with 

people from the outside, because the pandemic has caused a certain confinement in me, an 

accommodation, a tendency towards self-absorption. 

Then the Lord took me, in the company of my Sisters Maria Goreti Dai and Astuti Yuni, to share 

life and faith in Bahía Negra, far from our home. It is a community that had been without a 

priest for ten years. Not long ago, our SVD Brothers took up this pastoral task. The community 

is mainly composed of indigenous people, 

of the Ishir ethnic group. Some have 

received the Christian faith practically from 

the evangelical churches. 

One of the experiences that deeply moved 

me was witnessing the baptism of a couple 

from that tribe: the chief and his wife, who 

are elderly people. This event was enough 

for me to believe that the desire that 

motivated our Founder is still very valid, 

because there are still people awaiting the 

announcement of the Good News. And this 

reality becomes very paradoxical in this 

small country which is considered very 

Catholic. 

It was so good to go out, to see and listen 

to many sacred stories, to hug, laugh and 

share with our people, as if there were no more corona virus among us! 

Sr. Liz Valdez, SSpS - Province of Paraguay 
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Solidarity of Korean Students with Ukraine 
 

We express our 

solidarity with the 

people of Ukraine and 

join the call for peace 

with the whole world. 

 

 

I received an invitation 

from the Seoul Catholic 

Student Federation to 

protest the war rally in 

front of the Russian 

embassy and the peace walk, starting from the embassy through Seoul City Hall on April 24. 

This took place on Russian Orthodox Easter as we celebrated Divine Mercy Sunday. Although it 

was during the exam period, about 50 to 60 Korean and Ukrainian students gathered to pray 

for those who died because of the war and to pray for peace in Ukraine. 

One of the Korean students told me that he had lost his Ukrainian friend in this war, so he had 

come to the rally for his friend. We prayed together in silence for the souls of the departed. 

Ukrainian students sang the national song three times between programs. 

In the spirit of hope and faith of the young students, we pray for our SSPS sisters in Ukraine 

and for the true Resurrection of Jesus in our hearts. 

My heart was filled with the desire to be an instrument of peace in the world with the students. 

Sr. Clara Harumi Machimura, SSpS, Province of Korea 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Final Profession in Zambia  

The sisters of the Zambia Region joyfully celebrated the 

final vows of Sister Ruth Nomsa Mbobo, the first sister 

to take final vows in the Region. 

Sr. Nomsa is from Zimbabwe and entered the 

Congregation in 2012 in Botswana. Her novitiate was 

in Ghana and in 2015 she made her first profession. 

She worked as a teacher, in orphan care, and pastoral 

care. After finishing her studies in Narrative Therapy, 

she did her tertianship and on 8 May was her final 

profession. 

She got the mission appointment to Zambia. Together 

with two other Sisters, she was assigned to the new 

community which will be opened in August. 
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My Missionary Experience in Cuba 

 

 

Sr. Araceli is Mexican  

and in 2002 she was sent  

as a missionary to Cuba 
where she accompanied 

women, youth and  

children pastorally. 
She was also part of the 

Formation Team 
of the Panam Novitiate,  

in Paraguay. 

When speaking of my missionary experience, the words of Jesus that I heard 20 years ago, not 

only with my ears but also with my heart, resonate in me: “Go into all the world…” These words 

joined those of Saint Arnold Janssen: “The proclamation of the Gospel is the most sublime 

expression of love for one's neighbor.” These phrases accompanied and motivated me to go 

out, to leave my country and go to meet other lands, specifically meeting with the people of 

Cuba, to share the Good News, through closeness and encounters, to tell others of God’s love, 

that He is with all of them. 

God who sends us, goes with us and awaits us there where He has sent us. He makes possible 

those encounters in which we share our lives, our stories, joys, difficulties, pains and hopes. 

This is how we discover the presence of God in people, His Good News. 

The place we work or what we do is not as important as allowing ourselves to be led by his 

Spirit, to be his instruments, in whom others discover that God is with them, that He loves 

them. 

Sr. Araceli, accompanied the women in Cuba. She walked with the Cuban people sharing 
life and mission. She was part of the formation team of the PANAM novitiate in Paraguay 

Currently, I am back in my country of origin, Mexico, due to health problems. I am infinitely 
grateful to the Cuban people for welcoming me and allowing me to enter their lives and share 
life and faith with them. 

Sr. Araceli Tovilla Galindo, SSpS, Mexico Region 
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The Contribution 

of Journalism to 

Education in Brazil 
 

The school environment is  

a universe of information, 

pedagogical practices and 

knowledge that cannot be 

restricted to the classroom. 

In this scenario, the journalist is one of those responsible for investigating events, giving 

meaning to what is produced by students and teachers and contributing to the implementation 

of various communication possibilities. 

For many, the natural place for a journalist would be a print newspaper, magazine, radio, 

television, podcast, or Internet news channel. However, educational journalism offers a wide 

field of work that addresses what happen in school life and the challenges that arise in 

education, giving voice to the protagonists of this context, who are students, educators, 

pedagogical staff, directors, specialists and the families of the students. 

In the educational institutions of the Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit, the 

communicators are inspired by Saint Arnold Janssen, founder of the SSpS congregation. Aware 

of the importance of the media, he opened a printing house to print magazines in order to 

attract vocations and economic resources that would contribute to missionary animation in 

German-speaking countries. 

Following the example of Saint Arnold Janssen, the communicators of the SSpS educational 

network put their gifts at the service of the production and distribution of information through 

printed, audiovisual, digital formats and new communicative possibilities that may arise. 

 

Marcos Vinícius Merker, Journalist at the Colegio Espirito Santo, Canoas/ Brazil South 

 

 

 

"I would like to highlight the honor, 

satisfaction and happiness that I feel 

when carrying out my teaching 

mission... 

All SSpS schools, are based on the 

Word of God and on the 

proclamation of God's Love, present 

in our hearts and in those of all 

people." 

 

Lariana de Oliveira Castro Simões 

Teacher at the Santa María School, Cascavel 

Province Brazil South 
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Generalate News  

New Community Leadership Team in Rome 

The sisters of the Generalate 

Community welcome their 

new Leadership Team on 25 

April during the Holy Mass 

celebration. Sr. Francisca 

Florentin Garcete is the new 

Community Leader; Sr. 

Yosefrida Abuk Manek is the 

Community Assistant 

Leader, and Sr.Mary John, 

the Community Councilor. 

The community prepared a 

communitarian recreation 

with intercultural presentations to express the 

gratitude for everything that Sr. Monika 

Guzmická, the former leader (at center of the 

picture), and Sr. Maria Magdalena Tjokro (on right 

side) and Sr. Pavla Pestová (on left side) did for the 

community in the last 5 years. 

The Generalate Community has 34 members from 12 

different nationalities, which give it a very 

intercultural and international characteristic. In 

addition to the sisters who are at the service of the 

General Administration and the varied services, there 

are also 4 student sisters. 

 

CLT carry out 6 Years Plan 

The Congregational Leadership Team (CLT), during and after their integration meeting as a 

team in Steyl from April 4 to 11, made a quick visit to some communities in the German 

province like Lauphaim, Frankfurt, Wimbern as well as Steyl. 

Then, already back at the Generalate, 

they have done their planning as CLT 

considering their Vision and Mission in 

congregational management for the next 

6 years. The central point was how to 

implement the Congregational Directions, 

making them a reality in everyday life and 

in the SSpS mission. In the same period, 

they participated in different online 

meetings of the Provinces and Regions 

and others. 

The new Community Leadership Team: Sr. Francisca, Sr. 
Mary John and Sr. Yosefrida.. 

 



11 

Sr. Miriam Altenhofen and Sr. Mariana Camezzana left for Bolivia on May 13 and will return at 

the end of the month. Sr. Miriam will be also in São Paulo – Brazil North, for the Panam 

Assembly of Provincials on 28 and 29 of May. In June she will go to Poland. 

 

Mission Secretary in South Africa and Zambia 

The Mission Secretary Sr. 

Gretta Fernandes was 

invited to the Regions of 

Botswana - South Africa 

and Zambia to animate the 

sisters in mission and 

JPIC. In South Africa she 

gave 2 days’ workshop 

(March 26-27) and in 

Zambia 3 days (April 5-7) 

for all the sisters of the 

Region.  

In both workshops she shared about SSpS Mission Today, Passion for Mission, Ecological 

Conversion including Laudato Si Action Platform, Networking and Collaboration with Laity and 

Advocacy through Vivat International. During the workshop, the sisters in Zambia prepared an 

Action Plan for Laudato Si Goal 1, Responding to the Cry of the Earth. 

Sr. Gretta visited some mission work of the sisters and reports that our sisters are actively 

engaged in evangelization, work with women, vulnerable children, pastoral ministry and the 

youth. They are looking forward to welcoming more SSpS in their regions.  

 

The 2022 Plenary of 

UISG 

The 22nd Plenary of the International 

Union of Women Superiors General - 

UISG, was held in Rome from May 2-6. 

About 700 women superior generals 

participated, with more than 500 in 

Rome and the rest online. They 

explored the theme: "Embracing 

Vulnerability on the Journey of the 

Synod". 

During the plenary, the sisters shared experiences of dealing with their own vulnerability and 

fragility, as well as with people in mission. In different ways, they reflected on the path of 

transformation that Religious Congregations are traveling, especially during Covid time, in 

solidarity with the whole world.  

Sr. Miriam Altenhofen attended the Plenary Assembly as Superior General and was elected to 

the UISG Executive Council.  Sr. Anna Damas worked as translator for the German language. 

Sr. Mary John participated as Associate Executive Secretary and was formally introduced to the 

participants.  
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The Holy Spirit is the dynamism, the energy, the love and tenderness 

of God that embraces us and the enthusiasm that drives us. 

May we, on this Pentecost, immersed in the life of the Trinity,  

guided by the rhythm and melody of compassion, be sent to serve 

humanity in the people close to us. 
 

Happy Pentecost! 
 
 
 

SSpS Worldwide E-Newsletter 

Thanks to all the provinces and regions which contributed to the SSpSWW E-Newsletter No. 186.  

For the next issues, kindly send articles to sspsww@worldssps.org . 

Thank you!  

 

SSpSWW Team 
 

Writing and Editing: 

Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS and Sr. Juana Gabriela Pichardo Escutia, SSpS 

 

Proofreading: 

Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge, SSpS, Sr. Frances Grace Solis, SSpS (English) 

Sr. María Eugenia Ojeda, SSpS, (Spanish) 

 

Translation: 

Sr. Margaret Anne Norris, SSpS (Spanish to English) 

Sr. Edita Vera, SSpS (English to Spanish). 

 

 

“Our mission is to make vulnerability an opportunity to embrace wounded 

humanity, to welcome one another and to walk together: this is what the 

Church asks of us and what the world wishes to see from us women 

religious."  

Sr. Nadia Coppa, the new President of UISG 

 

http://sspsww@worldssps.org
http://sspsww@worldssps.org

