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The World Cries out for Peace in Ukraine 
 

Russia's invasion of  

Ukraine has put the whole world 

on alert because of the risk of using 

nuclear weapons of great 

destructive power and catastrophic 

consequences for the whole planet. 

 

In Ukraine we have a small province with 

only 16 sisters and at the moment two pre-

novices. Half of the sisters are Ukrainian 

and half are Polish. Five of them managed 

to cross the border and go to Poland. The others are in two communities, one in the city and 

one in a village and will remain in the country supporting the refugees as much as possible. 

Maria Marta Przywara, provincial leader of Ukraine sent a video message speaking about the 

suffering of the Ukrainian people and thanking the sisters for their prayers all over the world. 

She says that so far, the sisters are safe, but asks us to continue to pray as the situation is 

very difficult. 

Sister Tetiana Bogoslavets, in the same message said, "It is a great pain for us, but there is a 

great hope when we see our army, our soldiers.... They are much fewer in numbers, but we 

have the strength of prayer 

because the Ukrainian 

people are praying and also 

people around the world. 

Your prayers help us to 

resist and fight for our land. 

This is our home and we 

want to protect our home. 

We want real freedom and 

peace for our country and 

for all of Europe."  

Sisters Tetiana (left) and Maria Marta sharing 

about the situation in Ukraine and ask for prayers. 
 

Pre-novices working with refugee children in Khmelnytskyi, a large city in 

western Ukraine. On the right, one of them during evening worship for the 

end of the war. 
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Pushing the Boundaries of COVID-19 in Flores West  

 

 

 

The novices found 
a creative way to 
help people in 
quarantine with 
some physical 
exercises, but most 
of all with presence 
and care. 

On Saturday, February 19, after four months, we heard, the siren of the ambulance transporting 

Covid-19 patients to the Golo Dukal Stadium Quarantine Center, where the number of patients 

had increased from 45 to 67. Most were high school students and at least 3 were mothers, one 

of them with an eight-month-old baby. 

These patients are our neighbors and we are willing to listen to their requests for help and do 

something for them. The Congregational Directions reinforced our commitment. Participating 

in God's Mission means: sharing and entering into the reality of the suffering of our brothers 

and sisters and going beyond barriers to find excluded people, even if they are sick with COVID-

19. We try to bear witness to the love of God who "never abandons his people." 

With the blessing of our Provincial, 20 of us went to the quarantine zone and the other 7 

remained praying before the Blessed Sacrament, supporting the actions that were considered 

risky. The medical team on duty felt happy and 

moved by our presence and appreciated our 

gesture of love and physical and spiritual 

encouragement. They said this is what they 

really need, just like the Covid-19 patients. 

As SSpS novices, we are very grateful for the 

opportunity to learn how to get out of our 

comfort zone and participate in God's mission. 

We realize that life becomes wonderful when we 

dedicate it only to God and his mission. 

Novice Berta Sandora Daiva - Flores West Province 

 

 

Exhibition of the "Old Masters" in Steyl 

Those responsible for the Historical Archives of the Mother House, Sr. Charlotte Irmler, and her 

assistant, Sr. Annemarie Reisch, see to it that the historical treasures of our deceased Sisters 

are well preserved and not forgotten. Before storing the artwork of Sisters Alacoque, Anzilla, 

Luciela and Hiltruda, they organized an exhibition of some of the artwork of these Sisters. 
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These works of art are part of the 
historical and artistic patrimony of 
the Congregation and to exhibit 
them is to keep alive the memory of 
the deceased artist sisters. 

 

Sr. Alacoque (1875-1953) studied at various 

art academies. She painted the Mother House 

church in Steyl and established the first art 

school in the Mother House, training several 

sisters. Her artistic work was recognized in both ecclesiastical and artistic circles. Unfortunately, 

this art was a victim of the liturgical renewal after the Second Vatican Council. 

Sr. Luciela Brügge (1910-1994), one of Sr. Alacoque’s students, participated in the painting 

of the church of the Mother House. As an art teacher, she dedicated herself with love, heart 

and soul to the artistic training of young persons. Many of her works still hang on the walls of 

the Mother House in Steyl. 

 

 

Some of the art works 

of the exhibition: 

Sacred Heart by Sr. 

Alacoque, Arnold 

Janssen painted by Sr. 

Luciela and The Risen 

Lord of Sr. Anzilla. 

Above, the painting  

of Sr. Anzilla - 

Pentecost. 
 

Another student of Sr. Alacoque was Sr. Anzilla Sigmund 

(1922-2010). In her sketches she developed her own 

style. Many ceramic items came from her hands: holy water 

fonts, the Way of the Cross, angels, etc. 

Our archivists exhibited a large embroidered tapestry by 

Sr. Hiltruda Stegmann (1932-2021). It represents 

Arnold Janssen with Mother Maria and Mother Josepha 

under the symbol of the Trinity (see the photo). 

Sr.  Hiltruda created the painting and two other Sisters 

embroidered it. 

The exhibition was very well received by the Sisters, the 

SVD confreres and our collaborators. The works shown here 

are only a small part of the exhibition of our "Old Masters". 

 

Sr. Stefanie Hall, SSpS, Steyl - Province of Germany 
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Timor Leste is the Most Recent SSpS Province  

 

"Our hope and joy are the many 
young women who have joined us 
and been trained to be committed 
missionaries." 

 

After 45 years of SSpS presence in Timor Leste 
and 16 years of existence as a Region, we have 

grown to have 7 communities and 1 branch 

community. In November 2021 we became a Province, but we still have many difficulties to 

overcome. Although we have vocations, we still lack people to respond to the needs of the 

mission. 

The Timor Leste Region began in 2004, when the country was in a state of war and the mission 

was very difficult. Many people died and most took refuge in the safest places in Indonesia. 
The SSpS mission at that time of political crisis was to accompany the families and help the 

refugees to reintegrate into  their places of origin. After the war, there was destruction 

everywhere and the people needed the presence of the Church to solve many problems. 

The SSpS Province of 

Timor Leste has many 

vocations and sends 

Sisters to other 

countries. At the same 

time they are facing 

the consequences of 

the war and help in 

the development of 

their own country.  

We are currently in the area of health care with three clinics, and in education with a primary 

school that started in 2011. Some Sisters work in the social area with rehabilitation centers for 

children and with women who suffer domestic and sexual violence. We also respond to the 

HIV/AIDS mission, in a center where we work together with local government and NGOs. 

Our hope and joy are the many young women who have joined us and been trained to be 

committed missionaries. Many of them have received mission mandates to other countries. 

Hna. Maria da Graça, SSpS – Timor Leste 

 

SSpS Worldwide E-Newsletter 

Thanks to all the provinces and regions which contributed to the SSpSWW E-Newsletter No. 184. For the 

next issues, kindly send articles to Sr. Ana Elídia Neves at sspsww@worldssps.org . 

Thank you!  

http://sspsww@worldssps.org
http://sspsww@worldssps.org
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Cuba: a Place where God Takes me and Challenges... 
 

"Our mission which is centered on the 
Triune God challenges me to 
conversion and to live compassion in 
service to others."  

 

In my 25 years of consecration, God has blessed 

me with enriching experiences and learning, both in 

Cuba during the last 15 years and in my 10 years 

of mission in India. 

Our mission which is centered on the Triune God 

challenges me to conversion and  to live 
compassion in service to others. This is the invitation, the conviction and the desire of my heart 

as an SSpS Missionary sharing my life and mission in Cuba. 

I do not consider myself special, but loved, called, sent and constantly challenged. Although 

the socio-political situation and the reality of the church often torment me, I feel that my 

collaboration is valuable and I am blest to continue God's mission together with my SSpS 

Sisters and our brothers of the Society of the Divine Word. 

 In the current environment of Cuban life, young people seek a better life by fleeing to other 

countries, and leaving their parents and grandparents at home, often unattended and without 

support. Many of the elderly are placed in asylums. They must face the consequences of the 

lack of food and materials necessary for daily life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The elderly face a lack of food and the basics of life. The sisters visit and help them as they can. In the 

photo at the top, Sr. Rani on one of the visits.  

This is one of the many realities we experience. We are very few sisters in our Region of the 

Most Holy Trinity, but with the collaboration of the lay missionaries of the Holy Spirit, we 

continue to sow love and compassion through our missionary efforts. 

I want to quote our founder, Saint Arnold Janssen: "The proclamation of the Gospel is the 

greatest expression of our love for our neighbor.” There are many calls, and I ask the Holy 

Spirit to send us more missionaries to share their lives in our Cuban context. 

Hna. Rani M.A., SSpS - Region of Cuba 
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"Be Ears and Voice" for Migrants in Ecuador 
 

For many years, Ecuador has been a receiving country for 

migrants and refugees, mainly from Colombia, who have 

left their native country due to violence and guerrilla 

warfare and, in the last four years, from Venezuela, due 

to the country's crisis. 

I arrived from Indonesia in 2019, to work with migrants 

and refugees, during the Venezuelan migration wave. 

Accompanied by Sister Ruth Christian, I visited the Office 

of the Jesuit Service for Migrants and Refugees, and 

applied to be a volunteer in one of the shelters in the 

south of Quito. 

Also, I was a volunteer at the "Buen Samaritano" shelter 

of the Oblate Sisters and Cáritas Nacional in the center of 

Quito. When they asked me about my profession, I 

replied: "I am a social worker, I want to ‘be ears and 

voice’, I offer myself for whatever is needed". 

I attended the psycho-social part. Every day the shelter 

received 250 people who could stay up to a month, after 

which they had to find their own way in life. To 

accompany them, I had to stay the night, because during the day they went out looking for 

work. 

I went to the Jesuit reception center three times a week to interview the migrants and find out 

why they had left their country and whether they had entered legally or illegally. I visited the 

people who had already left the shelter, living  in  rented houses nearby, to learn about their 

material and psychological needs, their rights and dignity as persons. 

I thank the Triune God for having fulfilled his dream in me, of being "ears and voice" for my 

migrant and refugee brothers and sisters. 

Sr. Bernalde Lin, SSpS – Ecuador / Argentina North Province 

 

 

Sr. Bernalde in her work as a volunteer with the migrants (top) and some of the migrants receiving 

assistance, in Quito. 
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Generalate News  

Echoing of the General Chapter 

All the Provinces and 

Regions are planning 

or have already 

echoed the 15th 

General Chapter with 

the sisters. In the 

Generalate Commu-

nity, Sisters Miriam 

Altenhofen, Margaret 

Hansen and Gretta 

Fernandes gave an overview of the important moments of the Chapter on March 5. They gave 

a brief presentation on each of the reports and on the Directions of the Congregation. After the 

presentation, the sisters had time for questions and comments. 

The sharing of the General Chapter helps the sisters to embrace the new Congregational 

Directions and to look for new ways to carry out our mission in light of the challenges of today's 

reality.  

Generalate Open Doors for Ukrainian Refugees 

To meet the emergency situation caused by Russia's invasion of Ukraine, the Sisters in Rome 

are opening their doors to welcome refugees from Ukraine inside the General House. Five rooms 

with capacity to accommodate up to 15 people, especially women with children, have been 

made available along with other spaces and facilities. 

Throughout Europe, a great movement of solidarity is taking place to welcome refugees. Our 

sisters in Poland, as well as those in Slovakia, are making great efforts to welcome and alleviate 

the suffering of Ukrainians who have had to flee their country. 

A Time of Expectation and many Changes 

The Generalate Community is in a 

time of expectation and change for 

the arrival of the new CLT 

members later this month. 

 

In the house, the rooms and offices are being 

renovated and tidied up, while the current CLT 

sisters are changing their rooms and preparing 

for their new missionary destinations. 

The sisters are also waiting for their new Community Leader, Sr. Francisca Florentin Garcete, 

from Paraguay, who will arrive on March 16th. 
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Sr. Mikaelin Bupu is on vacation in her home province of Flores East, Indonesia, and will return 

before the end of the month. Sr. Miriam Altenhofen went for her annual retreat on March 9 to 

be ready to welcome the new team for the induction ceremony on March 31. After that, the 

two teams, the new CLT and the former, will meet for the handing over. The new CLT will also 

take time for team building in Steyl in April. 

Sister Mary John has already received a new assignment with the UISG (International Union of 

Superiors General) as an associate to the Executive Secretary Sister Patricia Murray, IBVM, and 

will continue to reside in the Generalate Community. 

Sr. Maria Cristina Ávalos, as a member of the International Core Team, will remain at the 

Generalate for the time being and will sometimes go to Steyl for meetings. Sr. Maria Theresia 

Hörnemann will leave for Germany on April 5 and Sr. Margaret Hansen for the United States 

on April 6.   
 

Arnold Janssen Spirituality Network (AJSN) 

On March 3, the community said goodbye to Sr. Teresa Lina Sri 

Wahyuni. She is a member of the International Core Team of the AJSN 

and has joined the community at the Motherhouse in Steyl, from 

where she will devote herself to the Spirituality work of our 

Congregations. 

The International Core Team will work together, but will not live in the 

same place. They will have online meetings and face-to-face meetings, 

like the one on March 15-22, when the 2 SVD members and the 2 

SSpS sisters will meet in Steyl.  

 

Chapel Has a New Sister in Charge 

During the General Chapter, the Generalate Community welcomed 

Sr. Vera. She is from FAE Province and has been in Australia for two 

years. She has already taken over the work as responsible person for 

the chapel and the sewing room, freeing Sr. Krescensia Hiko for a 

new mission.  

 

SSpSWW Team 
 

Writing and Editing: 

Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS and Sr. Juana Gabriela Pichardo Escutia, SSpS 

 

Proofreading: 

Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge, SSpS,  Sr. Frances Grace Solis, SSpS 

Sr. María Eugenia Ojeda, SSpS, (Spanish) 

 

Translation: 

Sr. Margaret Anne Norris, SSpS (Spanish to English) 

Sr. Edita Vera, SSpS (English to Spanish). 
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Facts & Photos 

March 8 - International Women's Day 

We pay tribute to all women around the world who every day give of themselves in the service of life. We 

remember women of all ages and from all cultures who must struggle to live with dignity. 

We thank them all and warmly thank our missionaries who cross borders of all kinds to be the presence 

of the compassionate love of the Triune God.  

  

 


