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Generalate News  

Everything ready for the 15th General Chapter 
  

 
 

On the eve of the beginning 

of the 15th General Chapter 

the whole Congregation is 

waiting for this important 

moment.  The sisters 

directly involved in the 

preparation are doing their 

utmost so that everything 

is well prepared. 

Many things have happened during the preparation. The Congregational Leadership Team (CLT) 

and the Generalate Teams, are working hard until the very last moment, to ensure that 

everything runs smoothly.  They see to it that all the members of the General Chapter are 

safely welcomed and have the proper place and time for quarantine.  

To hold this 15th General Chapter at this challenging time is truly a blessing. There were many 

restrictions due to the Covid-19 pandemic that keep on changing at the last minute that made 

travel so difficult for sisters in several countries. That most of the members of the General 

Chapter are here is indeed a miracle. 

In this issue, our SSpSWW Newsletter is sharing with you what transpired during this time of 

preparation as we get closer to the opening of the Chapter.  

In the photo above, Sr. Maria Theresia shows the Generalate Community the candle made 

especially for the General Chapter by Sr. Avellina Grafe from Province of Germany. The candle 

has to be updated several times because of the changing dates. Sr. Maria Mitis also prepared 

beautiful candles for the Chapter prayer sharing groups. 
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Finally, the Chapter Members are coming! 
 

After more than two 

years of waiting, the time 

has finally come for the 

capitulars to leave their 

provinces and regions. 

Indonesian sisters 

(pictured) from different 

provinces gather in 

Jakarta for quarantine in 

the SVD missionaries' 

House and went to the 

airport together. 

Some Sisters arrived at the end of December, others spent New Year's Eve on the plane, while 

others should arrive shortly before the beginning of the Chapter. Most of the capitulars have 

been quarantined for 5 to 10 days depending the country they came from. The CLT has provided 

two houses for this purpose: a vacation house in Via Cassia - Rome for 26 sisters, and other in 

Castle Gandolfo for 17 sisters. A group of 7 sisters have been quarantined at the Generalate.  

At the outset, quarantine seems unpleasant, however for most of the Chapter members it 

became a time of grace.  In the survey made by the Communication Team, majority expressed 

gratitude for being able to have this time of rest, silence and prayer to regain their strength 

after a very intense period of activity.  

They were also able to prepare themselves better by reading the Chapter materials, especially 

the mission reports from each province and region. After the quarantine period, they all took 

the Covid test and the results were negative. Thus all of them are able to enter the Divine 

Master House, in Ariccia, where the Chapter is taking place. 

 

The Sisters of the 2 provinces of Brazil celebrated the New Year inside the plane. On 

the right, is the Vacation House of the Sisters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, 

where a group of capitulars did their quarantine. 
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Recalling a Bit of History 
The entire congregation was involved in the preparation 

of the 15th General Chapter. In Rome, the 

Congregational Leadership Team has been working for 

some years to make it happen. Several consultations 

were held with all the sisters in the provinces and 

regions. All were able to express their ideas. 

In 2019 a Commission was formed with sisters from 

various provinces along with chapter facilitators and 

members of the CLT (picture bellow) to define the 

theme, the goals and the Scripture text for the Chapter. 

With the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic in early 

2020, the Chapter was postponed several times. 

During the waiting period many online meetings were 

held. Some convened by the CLT with the Provincials 

and Delegates, others among the Chapter members 

themselves who met in different groups, especially by 

Continents. 

Despite the insecurity caused by the pandemic, the CLT 

welcomed the sisters' desire to have a face-to-face 

Chapter and took the risk of holding it in January 2022. 

The immediate preparation involved not only the 

General Administration, but the entire Generalate 

Community. They had to guide the sisters in obtaining 

the necessary documents such as visas and permits, as 

well as vaccines, Covid tests, and place for quarantines. 

With the arrival of the capitulars, there were many trips to and from the airport, to the 

quarantine facilities and then to Ariccia. 

The Preparatory Commission for the 15th General Chapter 

The participants of the 

Commission met twice 

in Rome. From left to 

right are Sisters 

Rosario Tayson (PHN), 

Maria Percila Vieira 

(BRN), Mariana 

Camezzana (ARS), 

Margaret Hanssen 

(CLT), Lizy Thomas 

(INC), Mary John 

Kudiyruppil (CLT), 

Michaella Leifgen 

(GER) and Katherine 

O'Flynn, FCJ.  

facilitator of the 

Chapter along with Sr. 

Mariana.  
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What are the expectations of the Chapter members? 

 
Each Chapter Member 

carries within herself 

many expectations and 

hopes that grow as the 

activities of the Chapter  

get underway. 
 

In preparation of the General 

Chapter the capitulars attended an 

online training meeting about the 

use of technology during the 

Chapter. Distributed in three 

different groups, two in English and 

one in Spanish, one of the tasks were to answer a survey about their experiences on the 

preparation of the General Chapter, the period of quarantine and expectation towards General 

Chapter.  

The responses of the capitulars are varied and very interesting showing a deep awareness 

about our identity as the servants of the Holy Spirit. Mostly were about the openness to the 

Holy Spirit and how we should let the Holy Spirit leading the capitulars in the process of 

discernment during the General Chapter.  

The capitulars from various continents, Sr. Celine Padinjareannasseril - Europe, Sr. Marichu 

Gacayan -Africa, Sr. Monica D’Souza - Asia, and Sr. Aurélia Príhodová - Latin America express 

similar responses about the need of spiritual renewal for our congregation and the new strategy 

of mission in our world today especially in the context of Covid-19 and digital technology.  

Sr. Celine: “Spiritual 

renewal and new 

chapter directions 

focusing on mission”. 

Sr. Marichu: “… will 

give us the courage to 

respond to the current 

realities of our times”. 

Sr. Monica: “Adopting 

new strategy of our 

mission in post-Covid 

era…” 

Sr. Aurélia: "To 

continue the founding 

thought with its 

missionary charism". 

The responses of the capitulars also express about the importance of communion within our 

congregation and the needed of clear directions for mission, particularly in our world today 

which marked by uncertainty. 
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The responsibility to be a Member of a General Chapter 
 

 

A General Chapter  

is a Church event 

and of fundamental 

importance for the 

life of a religious 

congregation.  
 

 

 

 

In addition to electing the 

new Leadership Team that 

will coordinate the Congre-

gation internationally for 

the next 6 years, the Chapter will define the general guidelines for life and mission of the 

Congregation as it seeks to respond to the calls of the Spirit in today's world. 

For this reason, participating in a general chapter is a great responsibility, as much for ex-

officio members (who participate because of the office they hold) such as the members of the 

general administration, the general secretary, the general treasurer, the mission’s secretary 

and the provincials. The delegates are elected specially to participate in discerning and making 

decisions that may affect the lives of all.  

In this 15th General Chapter 88 members were expected, but 4 provincials and 4 delegates 

could not come as a consequence of the difficulties related to the pandemic, such as visa and 

available flights. More 2 sisters will participate as invitees and 9 as personal service.  

 

On the front line and behind the scenes 
During the general chapter some work teams will be collaborating so that the whole decision-

making process can be done in the best possible way. Here you will get to know who are the 

sisters who provide this service to the Congregation.  

Facilitators 

Sr. Katherine O’Flynn (on left), belongs 

to the Congregation Faithful Companions of 

Jesus. She is from Ireland and lives part 

time in both, Spain and United Kingdom. 

She has many years of experience in 

leadership and facilitation of groups.  

Sr. Mariana Mercedes Camezzana is 

from Argentina South, studied Theology, 

and is a Councilor and a mediator. As 

missionary have been in Zambia, Sud 

Africa, Ireland and nowadays in Argentina.  
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Translators 

Sr. Edita Vera is from Argentina 

Misiones, is a nurse and was in Ethiopia 

as a missionary. She will translate from 

English to Spanish. 

Sr. Maria Valeria Florkova is from 

Slovakia, worked in Papua New Guinea for 

6 years and now is in her province of 

origin. She will translate from Spanish to 

English. 

Secretaries 

Sr. Elsie Kannampuzha Varghese (on left) 

is from India Central, worked in Education and 

in the leadership as Provincial. She is the 

current English Secretary, in Rome. 

Sr. Debra Ncube is the Chapter Secretary 

Assistant. She is from Zimbabwe, joined the 

congregation in Zambia and actually belongs 

to the Region of Spain-Portugal. 

 

Congregational Communication Team 
 

The Congregational Communication Team (CCTeam) was created from the Congregational 

Directions of the 14th General Chapter in 2014. It is responsible for publishing the news and 

all the coverage of the General Chapter in videos and photos. It also provides technical 

support and takes care of the functioning of the technological equipment used.  

 

 

Maria Yosefina Neno (left) is from Timor - Indonesia. She has been on mission in Poland 

and for the past 6 years in Rome.  

Sr. Ana Elidia C. Neves, from Brazil North, is a journalist and the current Communication 

Coordinator, in Rome. 

Sr. Gini George is from India Central and studied Radio Television Production. She was in 

Ireland and Rome. 
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Ministry of Evangelization in Chinatown - United States 
 

 

St. Mother Teresa  

of Calcutta Parish 

Church in Chicago's 

Chinatown 

neighborhood is  

a multicultural 

community that 

welcomes migrants of 

various nationalities. 

Sr. Monica Zhang  

has found there a new 

field of apostolate and 

shares her experience. 
 

I owe this opportunity to the pandemic. The confinement home and internet connections 

brought me into contact with a group of Chinese, based in Chicago. I was invited to join their 

weekly rosary, via Zoom, sharing about religious insights and the relationship with Mary.  

After, I was invited by the parish team to work for evangelization in Chinatown, Chicago. It was 

a great opportunity to serve God's people, especially the Chinese at St Mother Teresa of 

Calcutta Parish. I started working as an outreach and formation coordinator in August. 

In my 10 years in the United States, I have 

always lived in small towns. But I am 

learning a lot and I enjoy new encounters 

and challenges. The first thing I did was 

research about the neighborhoods. There is 

a good concentration of Chinese, but also a 

mix of Poles, Filipinos and Hispanics. On 

Sundays I attend different masses to get to 

know the parishioners and the parish 

situations. There are Masses in English, 

Cantonese, Mandarin and Indonesian.  

This exposes me to the experience of multi-cultural communities in this parish. I walk around 

the neighborhood in Chinatown and Bridgeport asking for information and trying to build a 

relationship. But approaching people is not easy, as it seems they have become very sensitive 

to keeping their distance during the pandemic. But with the grace of the Holy Spirit, 4 people 

showed interest in the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. 

 

Sr. Monica Zhang, SSpS – Province United States of America  
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Missionary Experiences with Migrants - South Korea 

“Although not 
everything can be 
solved, those 
experiences have 
really given meaning 
to my missionary life 
and I thank God.” 

 

 

I am Sr. Bernalda Sami, from 

Indonesia, and I work at the 

Guri Exodus Migrant Center in 

the Diocese of Uijeongbu, 

South Korea. Guri Exodus 

handles consultancy for foreign 

workers and international 

marriages as well as refugees. I accompany workers from East Timor and Indonesia, marriages 

and also students from Indonesia studying in Korea.  

In this ministry I have learned many things and these experiences have brought me closer to 

God. By dealing with migrants' problems, such as labor and salary issues or other situations 

they face, they come closer to me and God is enlightening my heart and mind to be their side. 

Dealing with their problems is not 

easy. I myself have limitations apart 

from language barriers to deal directly 

with the workers themselves, 

employers, job centers, immigration, 

police, hospitals, banks, etc.  

The Migrant Centre is their home 

where they can come, rest and share 

their experiences. It is also a place of 

prayer and guidance. We offer Korean 

language classes, consultancy, 

medical clinic, picnics and spiritual 

activities. All services are free of 

charge. 

I have been working with them for a 

long time and I need patience and 

persistence. Although not everything 

can be solved, those experiences have 

really given meaning to my missionary life and I thank God. I hope my presence can be a 

blessing to all the people I meet on my life journey. 

Sr. Bernalda Sami, SSpS – Province of Korea 

At the Migrant Centre people from many countries 

can be at home, share their experiences, rest and 

find support.  
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Facts & Photos 

The arrival of the Capitulars members was a moment of great joy mixed with 

health protocols. The hugs were contained while the temperature was measured, 

alcohol gel was used, and proof of vaccination (green pass) was presented. Here 

some flashes of the reception at the entrance of the retreat house in Ariccia. 

  

  
 

SSpS Worldwide E-Newsletter 

Thanks to all the provinces and regions which contributed to the SSpSWW E-Newsletter No. 182.  

For the next issues, kindly send articles to Sr. Ana Elídia Neves at sspsww@worldssps.org . 

Thank you! 

 

SSpSWW Team 
 

Editing: Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS; Proofreading: Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge & Sr. Frances 

Grace Solis, SSpS (English) and Sr. María Eugenia Ojeda, SSpS (Spanish).  

Translation: Sr. Margaret Anne Norris (Spanish to English)  

and Sr. Edita Vera (English to Spanish 

 

Especial collaboration of  

Sr. Teresa Sr. Teresa Sri Wahyuni, SSpS, Sr. Estela Parmesano, SSpS;  

Sr. Zelia Ribeiro, SSpS and Sr. Ilca Maria Hendges, SSpS 

mailto:sspsww@worldssps.org

