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Climate change: What will be the future of the Earth? 
 

 

Sr. Ida Haurand,  

SSpS, one of Vivat 

International's 

delegates shares some 

news and impressions 

from the UN Climate 

Change Conference, 

which took place in 

Glasgow, UK, from 31 

October to 12 

November: 
 

 

During the first days of the conference, many countries announced commitments to more 

climate action. According to the will of more than 130 countries, the destruction of forests 

is to be stopped by 2030. More than 100 countries committed themselves to significantly 

reduce their emissions of climate-damaging methane. 

In the middle of the week, an alliance was formed 

that wants to phase out coal between 2030 and 2040. 

And then a good 45 countries pledged to make their 

agriculture climate-friendly. 

A lot of money is involved. So far, it's called donations 

to developing countries. In the second week, the 

same money might be called reparation payments, 

which would get closer to the purpose of the 

payments. 

The many pledges and negotiations seem positive. But the commitments made so far will 

lead to an earth warming of 2.7 degrees. People from the Global South who will definitely 

lose their homes with a global warming of more than two degrees and young people who 

fear for their future are protesting and claiming more ambitious targets and more justice. 

At the same time, we see that civil society is increasingly excluded from the negotiations. 

Journalists and observers who have come from all over the world to Glasgow criticize this 
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tendency and it does not show the negotiators who will determine the future of so many 

people in a good light. 

What do we expect from the COP 26? I think the negotiations will continue, as well as the 

protests. The 1.5 degree target has become more and more unrealistic. Now the 

negotiations will be about justice through compensation payments. The question that 

remains is how to compensate with money the loss of lives or the loss of homes and future 

prospects? 

Sr. Ida Josefine Haurand, SSpS – Province of Germany 

 

Educators Deepen the Implications of the Global Pact  
 

The Global Educational Pact 

launched by Pope Francis calls on 

Schools to join forces for a 

profound, integral and long-term 

cultural transformation. Its goal is 

the formation of people for a more 

fraternal humanity. 
 
 

 

The International Union of Superiors 

General (UISG) held an online seminar 

from October 21 to 23, 2021 on the 

subject of "Education 2021 - Global Educational Pact".  More than 400 people from all over 

the world with relevant functions in the coordination and management of the mission 

participated in the seminar. Sisters from our Congregation also participated. 

With the central theme 'The transformation of the School within the framework of the Global 

Pact for Education', the Seminar aimed at joint reflection and learning a methodology to 

discover the opportunities for change from the seven commitments that Pope Francis offers 

us in the Global Compact. 

I am currently the mission coordinator of three educational institutes: Espíritu Santo, Regina 

Apostolorum and Arnoldo Janssen, in South Argentina, and for me, both the proposal and 

the reflection were very interesting. Group work favored integration and invited us to look 

to the future as if we had already done the process. 

 

 
Children from 

SSpS schools 

engaged in 

caring for nature 

also involve their 

families.  
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As a congregation, we have been responding to the commitments presented to us by the 

covenant from our charism, since Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation is our way of 

being as SSpS missionaries. We also use the axes of Vivat International as tools. But 

integrating all this into a curriculum design is a real challenge that involves a lot of updating 

for all the educational personnel. In our province, we already have a process with the Global 

Compact issues and we will soon bring it to our institutions, addressing it in all areas as our 

commitment to education. 

Sr. Edit Leiva, SSpS - South Argentina Province 

 
 

Our 30 Years of 

SSpS Presence  

in Russia  

 

With a retreat, an outing and an 

annual meeting, the sisters 

celebrated the foundation of the 

Region. In the photo bellow, 

renewal of vows during the 

Jubilee Mass. 

 

In September 2021 we held our annual meeting of our small, but geographically big Region 

in Russia. We all were looking forward to getting together and seeing each other not just 

via phone or computer. Our gratitude and joy were strengthened by the celebration of 30 

years of our presence in Russia. 

We began with a retreat near Lake Baikal 

with our SVD brothers, since once every 

three years we have our annual retreat 

together. We reflected on our spirituality 

and our charism, which is expressed so 

vividly in the icon Mary, Mother of Unity, 

the patroness of our Region. 

The concluding holy Mass was the peak of 

our jubilee celebration. At the offertory we 

brought to the altar a picture with a bunch of flowers that we drew together, as an 

expression of our gratitude for all the blessings during the 30 years of missionary service. 

With the same prayers as Fr. Arnold we consecrated ourselves to the Holy Spirit and 

renewed our vows. Afterwards we shared a meal together. 

We finished with an outing as Arnoldus family to the Arshan Mountains. We spent the day 

in nature and celebrated Mass on the way, at the cemetery in Tunka, where the Polish 

priests exiled in Siberia were buried. Then, during our assembly, the sisters of our four 

communities shared their joys, new activities and information about the traditions of the 

places where they work. Our gathering and celebration opened our eyes to see with 

gratitude and widened our hearts towards our present and future mission work in Russia. 

Sr. Bogdana, Dana Ivanicova, SSpS – Region of Russia 
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Going back to the Roots of Traditional Farming – India East 
 

 

 

 

 

The meetings 

offer detailed 

information  

on the benefits 

of organic 

farming for 

nature and 

people's  

health. 

I have been organizing about 2,000 farmers from four villages in rural Odisha, India through 

the People Lead Development program (PLD), in which the farmers themselves take the 

lead, receive resources from the government and we support them 

Organic farming is encouraged with detailed 

explanations of its benefit for the environment 

and the health. Moreover, productivity in organic 

farming is slower compared to chemically 

induced farming, 40% of the farmers are 

convinced of its benefits. 

These farmers know the heartbeat of the earth 

and are ready to make moves to save the earth 

while procuring income from the farm. They 

were encouraged to use traditional seeds 

instead of genetically modified seeds and to 

bring back the man power at work, reducing 

migration and unemployment. The entire 

activity is being monitored by a seven-member 

committee team. Around 20% of them 

contribute to the expense following a norm of by 

the people; for the people! 

Cultivation does not limit only to crops. We have 

received around 600 mango samplings and 

medicinal plants for the families to plant in their 

fields. To popularize and encourage taking up 

this model of farming we had feasts of different 

kinds: The local media has given it publicity and 

we hope soon it will spread to other areas of the 

state. 

Our constant and persistent hard work is bearing its fruits. These villages, besides farming 

benefits, also have received better living facilities and paved the way for better health and 

greener environment. 

Sr. Lisha Chiramattel, SSpS – Província India East 

Women farmers learning to prepare natural 

fertilizers (above). The feasts help 

popularize and encourage organic farming 
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Prayer and Mission in Spain 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Praying together 

and sharing our 

experiences helps  

us to face life's 

challenges and to 

connect more 

deeply with the 

mission. 
 

The Missionary Servants of the Holy Spirit (SSpS) and the Divine Word Missionaries (SVD) 

of Spain began a joint missionary action with a monthly event called 'Prayer and Mission'. 

The plan is to have prayer time among SVD, SSpS and lay people to promote the spirit of 

mission with small concrete commitments in daily life. 

The idea is to have a time of dynamic prayer (music, testimony, etc.) focused on mission 

with reflection and it will rotate in the SVD parishes and chapels and the SSpS communities 

in Spain depending on the 

possibilities and availability of 

each parish, chapel and 

community. 

In September 2021, the first 

Prayer and Mission event was 

launched in the parish of Verbo 

Divino Leganés- Madrid with the 

theme of the World Day of 

Migrants and Refugees: Towards 

an ever wider "We". 

 People of nine nationalities 

participated in the prayer. Among 

them were four women from different countries (the Philippines, Peru, Venezuela and 

Equatorial Guinea), who shared their concerns, their joys and their dreams as foreigners in 

Spain. 

Their experiences as immigrant women helped us reflect and connect with their sufferings 

and their faith, to think about how many barbed wires and barriers they encountered along 

the way, not allowing them to reach their dreams... At the same time, they expressed that 

faith in God has always been a great resource and their main strength for overcoming, 

healing wounds and moving on in life. 

Sr. Clara Silalahi, SSpS – Region of Spain and Portugal 
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The School Community Promotes Solidarity - South Brazil 

Helping those in need 

is the goal of the "Hands  

in Action" front which 

involves students, 

teachers, staff and sisters 

in SSpS schools. 

 

 

“Hands in Action” is a new 

working group for solidarity, 

formed by students, 

teachers, employees and 

SSpS Sisters of the Espírito 

Santo School, in Canoas, 

RS, which proposals to 

involve the entire school 

community, students and families, in practical actions of solidarity. 

The September actions were aimed at preparing and delivering 150 hot lunches and 

disposable masks to the homeless in Canoas. The food collection campaign for the meals 

was carried out by the students of the institute. 

Another solidarity action was the collection of blankets, duvets, baskets of basic food, food, 

liquid detergents and soaps, and also plastic caps for two campaigns for children with Type 

1 Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA). The students also deposited cash donations for the 

mission at the Home for the Elderly São José, in Três Passos-RS and at the Nossa Senhora 

da Luz Hospital and Maternity, in Medianeira-PR. 

In addition, the group participated in the Chain of Kindness Challenge, collecting toys for 

the children of the Madre Josefa Educational Center, which serves children from the most 

vulnerable families. The students spent the afternoon with the children, interacting with 

activities they had prepared themselves. The challenge of the Current of Good is to continue, 

so that more and more good actions will occur and contribute to creating a "Culture of 

Universal Brotherhood". 

Sr. Hermelinda Maria Ruschel, SSpS - South Brazil Province 

The actions include delivering meals to homeless people, collecting toys, food, blankets and hygiene 

materials, as well as activities carried out by the students themselves with children from the Madre Josefa 

Educational Centre. 
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Compassion is Passion with a Heart - Australia 
 

 Pastoral Care Ministry plays an 

integral role in the Hospital, 

Community and Aged Care facilities. 

From a holistic approach it helps 

healing by covering the physical, 

emotional, mental and spiritual areas 

of the person. 

 

 

Spiritual care is my passion. I work as a 

Pastoral Care Chaplain at Peter James 

Centre- Eastern Health Region in Melbourne. 

During my visits to the patients, I listen with 

empathy and share their pain, anxiety, 

worry, fear, anger, faith, joy and hope. 

Listening to the painful stories of the 

terminally ill and bed ridden, attending to 

the mentally challenged, gently holding the 

hands of those unable to respond and 

sharing the struggle of those at the end of 

life becomes very challenging. I feel helpless 

and vulnerable. But my presence and active listening make them comfortable, bring hope 

and smiles to their faces. 

Weekly accompaniment of the elderly and a bi-monthly reflection and meditation on the 

mental health ward are very engaging experiences. Spiritual care with regular visits, even 

risking personal safety, was a great support for the patients and their families during Covid-

19. Also, the mindfulness sections played an important role for the doctors and hospital 

staff. 

I feel privileged to be God’s instrument in the journey of healing and wholeness, love, care, 

compassion and support to his people. I feel deep fulfilment and joy in my ministry. The 

saying of St. Teresa of Avila that “Christ has no body now but mine, no hand, no feet on 

earth but mine… comes alive as I walk with the patients in the Hospital in my Pastoral Care 

Ministry.  

Sr. Mary Kujur, SSpS - Australia Province 

 

 

 

 

“May we experience this Synod in the spirit of Jesus, fervent prayer to 

the Father on behalf of his disciples: ‘that they may all be one’ (Jn. 

17:21). This is what we are called to unity, communion, the fraternity 

born of the realization that all of us are embraced by the one love of 

God… In the same People of God, therefore, let us journey together, in 

order to experience a Church that receives and lives this gift of unity, 

and is open to the voice of the Spirit”. 
 

Pope Francis in the opening of the Synodal Process 
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Generalate News 

…Towards the 15th General Chapter  
Almost two years ago we were ready to celebrate our 

15th General Chapter. Once again, we are ready! We 

have updated the list of capitulars after the election of 

new leadership teams, actualized our reports and made 

needed adjustments to the regulations regarding 

traveling to and staying in Italy.  

We are grateful to know that almost 100% of our 

capitulars are vaccinated and that the Italian Government 

has implemented regulations that help to deal with the 

Pandemic in a positive way. Knowing that several other 

international Congregations have had or will have their 

General Chapter in this time, is also encouraging for us. 

Therefore, we are hopeful that we can have the General 

Chapter as planned in Aricia/ Rome from 12 – 31 of 

January 2022.  

I invite all of you, members of our Arnoldus’ Family, our 

lay partners and friends to pray for this important event 

for our Congregation. As part of the Universal Church, 

journey together in a synodal way, we trust that we’ll find 

an answer to the question what gift the Spirit wants to 

offer the World through us in this specific time of history.   

In communion and grateful for your prayer and support,  

Sr. Maria Theresia Hörnemann, SSpS – Congregational Leader 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayers and thanks to the Leadership Teams 

The Generalate Community accompanies with prayers the new Provincial and Regional Coordination 

Teams who are taking up their new mission in the different countries where we are present. We thank 

them for their availability in the service of the leadership of those who arrive and for all the dedication and 

commitment of those who conclude their mandate. 

 

 

'O Holy Spirit, what gift do you want 

to offer the world through us?' 
 

 

What do we have that is unique and specific 

as Missionary Servants of the Holy Spirit? 

To discover and to put it at the service of 

people is our mission and our responsibility. 
. 
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Arrival of Sister Svitlana 

Sr. Svitlana Matsyuk is from the Region of Ukraine and has been appointed 

Novice Directress. She has just arrived in the Generalate Community to 

study Italian for three months. She is preparing to accompany the 

European novitiate which will begin in the second half of next year in Rome. 

 
Sisters in Rome Give Online Formation to Young Women 

The motto of this year's 

World Mission Sunday, “We 

cannot but speak of what we 

have seen and heard” (Acts 

4,20), expresses our 

experience as we offered an 

online workshop, "Initial 

Formation for Animators of 

Missionary Holy Childhood 

(MHC)". Five young women 

from St. Michael the 

Archangel Parish, located in 

Pampa del Indio, Chaco, 

Argentina, participated. We gave more than 10 sessions during the months of September and October, 

culminating on the eve of World Mission Sunday. 

When we learned from Fr. Praful Kispotta, SVD, that several young people had the desire to accompany 

children and needed a hand, we felt compelled to witness what we have seen and heard. We worked 

together to prepare online training and had the opportunity to welcome new experiences. We felt mutually 

enriched! 

On the last day, a group of veteran MHC animators from another parish, (San Miguel Arcanjo de 

Eldorado, Misiones) connected via Zoom, gave practical advice and guidance for our beginners. They 

shared their experiences with enthusiasm, joy and missionary dynamism, which motivated and inspired 

us all!  

We encouraged our young women from Pampa del Indio to courageously live their missionary vocation 

and to continue the Missionary Holy Childhood journey with the children of their parish. Jesus continues 

calling, especially in these difficult and challenging times, to be attentive to the cry of those in need.  

Sisters Margaret Hansen, SSpS and Carmen Silvero, SSpS - Community of the Generalate – Rome 

 

SSpS Worldwide E-Newsletter 
 

Thanks to all the provinces and regions which contributed to the SSpSWW E-Newsletter No. 

180. For the next issue, kindly send articles to Sr. Ana Elídia Neves at 

sspsww@worldssps.org before 25 November 2021. Thank you! 

 

SSpSWW Team 
 

Editing: Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS; Proofreading: Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge & Sr. Frances 

Grace Solis, SSpS (English) and Sr. María Eugenia Ojeda, SSpS (Spanish). Translation: 

Sr. Margaret Anne Norris (Spanish to English) and Sr. Edita Vera (English to Spanish).  
 

 

 

 

mailto:sspsww@worldssps.org
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Facts & Photos 

 

For the postulants of Angola, Mozambique and Ghana (photo 1). For the perpetual 

vows of Sisters Christine Müller and Maria Müller, Steyl (photo 2) and Sr. Eliane 

Fila, Brazil South (photo 3). For the Sisters of Java and Timor who began the 

preparation for perpetual vows (photo 4) and for all the vocations, aspirants, 

postulants, novices and juniors in all the SSpS provinces and regions. 
 

For the 

abundant 

fruits each 

day we  

reap in our 

mission.  

For the  

grace of 

being able  

to share your 

blessings 

with the 

poorest  

and most 

vulnerable  

 

Harvesting fruit from the orchard and vegetable garden of the General House in Rome. 


