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Facts & Photos 
 

This month we have so many things to celebrate: October is Mission Month; in many parts 

of the world also the month of the rosary. We also celebrate the launch of the Laudato Si' 

Platform for Action on 4 October. Here, some photos from our international mission. 
 

Community of the Generalate prays for the launching of Laudato Si' Platform 

 

 

Celebration of the Jubilee of 90 years of mission in the Province of Slovakia 
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SSpS Volunteers 
Receive Pope 
Francis in Slovakia  

 

 

 

Pope Francis' visit brought 

encouragement and joy to the 

Slovak people and also to the 

sisters who, as volunteers, had 

the opportunity to be very 

close to him. 
 

For us it was very exciting and blessed when we welcomed our beloved Holy Father Francis 

in Slovakia in the middle of September. Everything went well, the weather, the number of 

people, the welcoming ceremony of our President Zuzana Čaputova, the presence of the 

bishops and the meetings in various places... 
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Besides the meetings with Church and State leaders, the ecumenical meeting, with the 

Jewish community, with Mother Teresa's sisters and people in need, with the homeless in 

Bratislava, with youth in Košice, with Greek Catholics and national pilgrims at Our Lady of 

Sorrows in Sistina, the Pope surprised us by just stopping the car on the road and saying 

hello to the people there. That's how he is. Spontaneous, fatherly, friendly, unifying and 

loving... There were many words of hope, encouragement, invitation to reflection. In this 

time of pandemic, when we experienced chaos, division and confusion, we needed to hear 

words of encouragement and be challenged.  

 

They were unforgettable meetings: with the Pope and the SSpSAP (in grey habit) 

 

Some of our sisters volunteered in different places. Our sisters from Bratislava participated 

in the Mass at the national basilica in St. Martin. Sr Lucia Slušná, Sr Anna Immaculata 

Šuňavská and I volunteered to distribute Holy Communion. It was a pleasant experience 

for me. I was also happy to be together with our "Pink Sisters" from Nitra, who also 

participated. 

Sr. Laura Vlcáková, SSpS – Slovakia 

 

Energetic Children 
Thirst for Education  
in Zambia 

 

Despite the difficult life and lack 
of encouragement from their 
parents, these children full of life 
and energy want to learn.  

We cannot cover our ears when there is a cry from the children who are hungry for 
knowledge. At this time schools are closed due to this pandemic (covid-19) which has 

crippled the world. Kazungula in Zambia is part of this unforeseen period.  

There is a big challenge in this area, most of the children are from single parents, who do 
not have proper jobs, therefore, every day they are out of the home to look for what they 

can put on the table.  

Another reason is that most of the parents are illiterate. It discourages their children with 
their homework because they are not able to help them. Apart from that, the schools have 
lots of children in one class which makes it difficult for one teacher to attend to a child 

according to the need. 
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Life is hard for these energetic and determined 
children.  We are not exempted from this pandemic, but 
children knock at our door asking to be helped with 

reading and writing. We felt their thirst and managed to 
have a small group ranging from grade one to seven. 

We divided them according to their grades so we started 

to have informal teaching.  

We began the day with three classes in the morning and 
one in the afternoon from Monday to Friday. We also 

conduct computer classes for the few students who 
come also at different times during the day. The cry is 

huge, but we cannot help everyone but we try our best.  

Sr. Ruth Nomsa  Mbobo, SSpS - Region of  Botswana 

 

No Mask, no Distance in Netherlands! 
The pandemic is putting the 

Catholic Church as well as the 

other churches to the test. The 

hope is that once the pandemic is 

over people will return to church. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has 

significantly impacted liturgical 

celebrations of the Catholic Church 

worldwide. Not just a medical, social 

and economic problem, but also a 

pastoral problem. 

As the pandemic subsided in the 

Netherlands and face-to-face services discontinued, fears of a decline in attendance grew.   

We can't completely blame it all on COVID. Churches in Amsterdam and elsewhere in the 

Netherlands suffered a similar fate. Because there is a corona policy; the church, which can 

accommodate more than 100 weekly worshipers, has shrunk to 10 to 30.  

Although the transmission rate is still there, it is under control and stable. Therefore the 

Dutch government announced: starting from September 20th, there will be conveniences 

related to the corona rules; no more 1.5 m distance, no masks, no need to register if you 

want to join the Eucharistic celebration. But in restaurants and some big events we need to 

show proof of vaccination with the corona check app. 

A leeway that makes each of us breathless. activities in the church have almost completely 

returned to normal. We can sing together and drink coffee after the celebration of Mass. 

We will see from further developments whether people will return to church after this 

pandemic. 

We believe, if COVID goes away 100%, our community will fully return because people 

yearn … to be together. 

Sr. Veronika Lili, SSpS – Netherlands 
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Preventing Radicalism to Promote Peace in Flores West  
 

 

 

 

Radicalism, 

violence and 

terrorism are on 

the rise around the 

world, but 

dialogue and good 

relations with 

those who think 

differently help 

build peace. 

 

The Interfaith Dialogue Commission of the Diocese of Ruteng, headed by Sr. Maria Yohana, 

SSpS in collaboration with the Interfaith Dialogue department of the Indonesian Bishops' 

Conference (CBI), held several activities in Labuan Bajo, Flores West, from September 14 

to 16. The theme was 'Preventing radicalism and terrorism in the tourism sector'.  

The first day was a seminar. Sr. Maria Yohana emphasized that radicalism is coming into 

Manggarai, especially Labuan Bajo, as it is one of the many tourist spots in Indonesia, 

visited by local and international tourists.  

The Bishop of Ruteng invited the 

people to work together hand in 

hand to bring peace and the 

Regent of Manggarai said that 

cultural values can prevent 

radical terrorists from entering 

and encouraged people to live 

them and help young people to 

know more about their own 

culture.  

On the second day, at the 

Eucharistic celebration to open 

the academic year in our schools, Fr. Hery Wibowo emphasized students' participation in 

living peacefully with people of other religions. In the afternoon we had the Forum on 

Interfaith Dialogue in Manggarai and Manggarai West and on the last day we visited and 

interviewed people directly involved with the tourist destinations in Labuan Bajo.  

These activities were a blessing for me as I learnt how to collaborate with many people 

from other walks of life. Life today is not possible without collaboration and 

interconnectivity.   

Sr. Herlina Hadia, SSpS, Indonesia - Flores West 

 



6 

Faithful Pray for Historic 
Justice in Ukraine 
 
 
Having their church back is the great  

desire of the St Nicholas community, but  

not as guests but as its true owners.  

This is a question of justice! 

 
 

Until 1991, Ukraine belonged to the Soviet Union. 

The life of faith was underground. With 

independence, our SSpS Sisters came from 

abroad and one of the first communities was St. 

Nicholas in Kyiv. 

St. Nicholas Church is one of the most 

magnificent in Ukraine. Perhaps due to its beauty 

it was not destroyed, but was used for various 

purposes, including anti-religious events. Since 

the 1980s, it has operated as an organ and 

chamber music house, and parishioners are only 

guests. A large organ set up for concerts in the center of the presbyterium is the main 

obstacle for the church to be returned to the faithful. 

Due to the negligence of the authorities, the church has been in a situation of emergency 

for a long time, and on the night of September 3, during a music rehearsal, the organ was 

destroyed by fire. However, all our things - a wooden altar, the pulpit, the altar cloth did 

not burn. Another miracle was that the icon of the Mother of God of Ostrobram, which was 

attached to the same organ, survived. 

 

After that we can no longer enter the church, nor the lower part, which has not been 

damaged by fire. We gather in the street, in front of the temple, for Mass, services and 

prayers. We ask God to show his people a way, to help rebuild the church and restore the 

historic justice of returning the church to the faithful. 

Sr. Maria Marta Przywara, SSpS - Ukraine 
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Shortening Distances 
between Family and 
School in Argentina 
Creating bonds between  
school and family is fundamental  
to the educational process by 
integrating values, enriching  
learning and generating  
greater commitment. 

 

In August, under the motto: “Immersed in 

the Trinitarian Love, like Mary, we sow 

Hope”, a new Board of Directors of the Union 

of Parents at Saint Albert Institute was 

elected. The necessary profile for the Board of Directors was discussed and the importance 

they have as protagonists in supporting and promoting an Education that creates new links 

between Family-School. 

With a deep, dynamic and reflective prayer based on the four elements of nature, the 

parents were challenged to get moving on, go out, be in touch with nature and contemplate 

the creation of our Lord, starting with the person who they were next to.  

Also emphasized were the 

importance of communi-

cation, joint participation 

and commitment between 

family and school, to 

encourage the teaching and 

learning process.  

The Family is a great 

support with the values 

that we want to transmit as 

an Institution; at its vital 

core, education is consolidated and the school becomes a space rich in cultural diversity, a 

distinctive and significative mode that every student brings in his uniqueness. To maintain 

the continuous dialogue and the construction of a link based on various proposals that can 

bring us closer to the Union of Parents of families here is primordial. 

Professor Lisandro Colman - Argentina Misiones 

 

Blessing of Mother of God Columbarium in Java 
The Java Province celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving on September 8 at Blessed Maria 

Josepha Cemetery, Kembang Kuning, Surabaya for the blessing of the new columbarium. 

In attendance were several sisters representing their communities, the SSpS Provincial 

Leadership Team and SVD representatives. 

Members of the New Commission of the Parents' Union in 

Saint Albert Institute 
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The memory of 

our deceased 

sisters inspires 

us to continue 

the mission and 

to give our lives 

for the cause of 

the Kingdom of 

God as they did. 
 

During the homily, Fr. Ketut Trisnoyanto, SVD recalled the coming of our pioneer sisters to 

the island of Java after several months at sea. He was grateful for the opportunity, after 25 

years of priesthood, to be part of the process of transferring the remains and blessing the 

columbarium from beginning to end. 

The transfer was done in three stages and with 

much prayer. The graves were dug, the bones 

were placed in small urns and then deposited in 

the columbarium. Of the 36 available places, 33 

have already been occupied, among them are 

also the remains of Sr. Lusia Sri Handayani, 

who died of Covid-19. 

Mass intentions were given for the deceased 

sisters who were transferred to the 

columbarium and their names and dates of 

death were remembered during morning and evening prayers. The Provincial Leader Sr. 

Odilia Welerubun was involved from the beginning and expressed her gratitude to the sisters 

and all those who gave support. She also informed us of the construction of two other 

columbaria and their locations were also blessed. 

Sr. Elisabeth T Seran, SSpS - Indonesia – Java 

 

 

 

SSpS Worldwide E-Newsletter 

 

Thanks to all the provinces and regions which contributed 

to the SSpSWW E-Newsletter 179. 

For the next issue, kindly send articles to Sr. Ana Elídia Neves 

at sspsww@worldssps.org before 25 October 2021. 

 

Thank you! 

 

mailto:sspsww@worldssps.org
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Elections of the New Leadership Team in Ethiopia 

Almost all SSpS provinces and regions are in the process of election of their new 

leadership teams. Each one follows the method chosen by the sisters, but prayer 

and discernment is common to all 

The Region of Divine Presence Ethiopia, South Sudan and Uganda gathered on September 

29 - October 2, in the Regional House, Addis Ababa for a discernment process on the election 

of the new Regional Leadership Team. Sixteen sisters were present while nine sisters from 

Uganda, Indonesia and South Sudan participated virtually. 

It was a happy occasion, seeing each other again physically and virtually in the midst of a 

global pandemic. The assembly was opened inviting us to be ever conscious and grateful to 

the Great Divine Spirit dwelling deep within everyone and making all to live, move and have 

their being. 

Fr. James Mora, SJ gave an input on personal and communal discernment emphasizing the 

important of testing the Spirit - which thoughts and feelings are from God and which are 

not from God. The human intelligence, listening to feelings and to people around, prayer 

and faith in God are elements of discernment. The openness of mind and heart, generosity, 

courage, internal freedom, prayer and priorities were also equally important. 

The celebration of the Eucharist, group faith-sharing and discussion, meeting in plenum 

ensued during the process of discernment. Names of nominees, reasons and concerns for 

their choice were deliberated in small groups, then they reached a consensus. The process 

ended with the announcement of nominees and casting of ballots. 

Sr. Marian Herrera, SSpS - Region of Ethiopia, South Sudan & Uganda 

 

SSpSWW Team 

 

Editing: Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS; 

Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge and Sr. Frances Grace Solis, SSpS (English) 

Sr. Margaret Anne Norris (Spanish to English); 

Srs. Edita Vera and María Eugenia Ojeda, SSpS (Spanish). 
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Generalate News 

The Community Welcomes New Members 
 
Although the pandemic situation around the world remains a cause for concern and 

requires care, there is already evidence of improvement with the progress of 

vaccination in most countries and a decrease in the most severe cases of COVID-19.  

One of the very concrete signs of this is that the sisters who had been assigned to 

Rome, and could not travel before, are now integrating into the community: 

 

 
Sr. Yosefrida, Modesta Abuk Manek  

Sr. Yosefrida is from Timor - Indonesia, she made her  

first vows in 1995 and before coming she was working as  

a Director of an SSpS secondary school. She has already  

started the Italian language course and will soon take up  

her work in the Current Archives.  
 

Sr. Elsie Varghese 

Sr. Elsie is from Central India and made her first vows in 

1977. Before she come to Rome she was working on Education 

as a principal in a school and in the leadership of her province. 

She is also studying Italian and will soon be working as English 

Secretary in the General Administration. 
 

New Chaplain 

After a time without a chaplain, the 

community is again able to celebrate the Eucharist together  

with the arrival of Fr. Joseph Chemmarappllil. He is from India 

and is in Rome for his doctorate in Patristics. 

 

Lay Missionary 

The community welcomed the lay 

missionary Katharina Rieder. She is taking part in  

the Joint European Project MBB – Mission Beyond  

Borders. She is from Northern Italy and is working  

as a volunteer with migrants and refugees  

at the Jesuit Refugee Service, JRS – Italy  

(Centro Astalli) for 6 months. 
 

                          Welcome to each one of you! 

 


