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We Travel with Faith, Not by Sight.  

 

Sr. Evelyn Lobo and 

about 250 religious in 

the United States have 

responded to the call 

for assistance to 

unaccompanied 

children and migrant 

families during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

I began my journey going to a place I had never been. There are 19 Catholic Charities 

border sites in California, Texas, New Mexico and Arizona. Laredo is one of them.  Every 

day we met 30 to 80 families: single mothers, single fathers and parents with children and 

a few single women, men and pregnant women. 

La Frontera Shelter serves as a last stop before they reunite with their sponsoring family 

member or friends. They are in our care from a few hours up to 2-3 days. The only thing 

they are carrying are the temporary asylum papers and the desire to be with their husband, 

mother, father, brother or sister. All of us do everything we can possibly do and give our 

best. 

At the shelter, they receive a mask, bottled water and test for COVID 19. They are registered 

and assisted with getting in touch with their sponsors to purchase their travel tickets. They 

are offered a change of clothing, shoes, personal hygiene, showers, warm meals, drinks, 

baby food, bed to sleep, etc. Often, I accompanied them to the airport or bus station where 

we exchanged our goodbyes and “May God bless you!” 

They knew their chances were slim. In the end they may be deported. They continue to 

travel, trusting, hoping, and placing their lives and the lives of their children in God’s hands. 

Sr. Evelyn Lobo, SSpS - United States of America 
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Sister Evelyn (centre) with other religious volunteers of Catholic Charities do all they can to 

meet the needs of those who arrive in Laredo in search of better living conditions in the USA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Together with the Women Victims of Prostitution 
 

In South Korea, "even today, 

many women are suffering and 

wandering in the scene of 

prostitution. We need a great 

courageous act to be with them, 

to look after them and try to 

help them. " (Sr. Johan Theresa) 

 

From November 2019, Sr. Pacis Kim 

and I started working for women 

victims of prostitution through the 

Women’s Human Rights Center called ‘Shego’, which means 'Resting', in Paju, South Korea. 

For women who have survived prostitution and now live alone, support and medical care 
are what they need most. Even today, many women are suffering and wandering in the 
scene of prostitution. We need a great courageous act to be with them, look after them and 

try to help them. The daily programs such as field visits, counseling, legal and medical 

support, and education are great challenges for us. 

We support the victims of prostitution who quit this work to help them become independent 
in society. Medical support such as obstetrics, gynecology, dentistry, and mental health is 

given priority. Periodically we visit places of prostitution, distribute promotional materials, 
newsletters and contact information about our center 'Shego' where they can get help at 

any time. 

“We can’t save anyone. We can only show up with them  
and be transformed by the encounter. We are invited to stand at the 

margins so that the margins can get erased. 

You don’t go there to make a difference, you go to the margins  
so the folks make YOU different”. 

Fr. Greg Boyle, 2021 Mystics Summit 
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I personally meet women and provide 

psychological and emotional support, 

especially for victims with extreme 

stress. The psychological counseling and 

various helps lead them to a real good 

outcome of self-reliance. They 

appreciate our help and want to 

volunteer themselves with a grateful 

heart. I am grateful for the time I spent 

with them in this ministry and I pray that 

these women can find their own lives. 

Sr. Johan Theresa Yu, SSpS - South Korea 

 

Generalate News 

Europe Assembly: A Call for Transformation  

 

The SSpS Provincials and Regionals of Europe met in person in Rome for their annual 

assembly from August 8-11. Based on the theme: ‘Graced Crossroads: A Call to 

Transformation for Mission, SSpS Europe’, they reflected on the meaning of the 

transformations for the Consecrated Religious Life and the SSpS in Europe. They also were 

discerning new forms of collaboration and how to read the signs of the times in order to join 

forces to respond better to those signs.  

Sr. Maria Theresia was the representative of the CLT and Fr. Tim Norton, SVD, the facilitator. 

The SSpS Leaders deepened the collaboration strengthen their common projects such as 

the Initial Formation, Mission at the Border of Europe with Refugees (Greece Mission) and 

Mission Beyond Borders (project for young people). 

The arrival of Sr. Ana Elidia 

Sr. Ana Elídia Caffer Neves has finally arrived in Rome to continue her 

work as the Congregational Communication Coordinator. After her 

appointment, she had to wait for half a year to leave Brazil because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Sr. Pacis Kim at the Women's Rights Center 'Shego'. 
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Farewell to Sr. Ortrud  

The Generalate Community bid farewell to Sr. Ortrud Stegmaier on 

the 2nd August 2021. It was an affectionate and emotional goodbye 

because Sr. Ortrud spent 50 years in Rome at the service of the 

Congregation. The Generalate community as well as the Congregation 

express our heartfelt gratitude to Sr. Ortrud for the great contribution she has 

made to the Congregation as the postulator and historian. She returned to 

Laumpheim, Germany where she can receive the care that is 

appropriate to her age and health. We wish Sr. Ortrud all the very 

best and accompany her with our prayers.  

 

 
Mission without Borders 2021 in Brazil  
 

 

 

To evangelize the 

Students through 

missionary actions, 

to enlighten them 

with Trinitarian 

spirituality, to grow 

in communion with 

the global reality and 

attentive to the needs 

of the excluded are 

the objectives of 

“Mission Without 

Borders”.  

The arrival of the pandemic and the need for social isolation meant that many activities, 

especially school activities, gained virtual space. The third edition of Mission Without Borders 

was made possible thanks to the use of the Zoom platform and took place on 25 and 26 

June 2021. 

With the theme "United in diversity and 

respect", the meeting brought together 

about 100 people including young people, 

educators, coordinators and directors of the 

schools. The Colégio Stella Matutina, from 

Juiz de Fora - MG, was the host school of this 

edition which crossed the borders to include 

the students of Brazil South Province and 

Argentina Misiones. 
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This helped to unite and connect the students 

even more with diversity, highlighting the 

experience of the social projects that the 

schools carry out with the active support of 

the students and collaborators.  

In addition, the young people were called to 

make a difference, helping those most in need 

and caring for nature. The students did their 

best and as a practical action, in tune with a 

more sustainable planet, each delegation 

planted a tree as a sign of commitment to life. 

 “Educating and evangelizing are goals to be pursued”  
St. Arnold Janssen 

The virtual edition of "Mission without borders 2021" responds to our quest to "educate by 

evangelizing" and "evangelize by educating" the students who pass through our schools. 

This is an initiative of the Network of Schools run by the Missionary Servants of the Holy 

Spirit in the Province of North Brazil and began in 2017. 

 

 
 
The first edition (2017) 

was in São Paulo with the 

Migrant Integration 

Center run by SSpS. 

During a weekend 

meeting, the students 

worked with migrants 

who are from Latin and 

central Americas, African 

and Asian countries.  

 

The second edition (2019) 
was in Brumadinho, 
where the students could 
get to know better the 
reality experienced by the 
Quilombola and 
indigenous communities 
that suffered through the 
environmental crime 
caused by the local 
mining company.  

Agostinho Travensolo Junior, Professor and Advisor of Brazil North SSpS Colleges 

and Sr. Zélia Cordeiro, Communications Coordinator – Brazil South 
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Pastoral Ministry with the Chinese Community in Portugal 
 

 

"To God the honor, to my 

neighbor the benefit and to 

me the burden". This saying 

of our cofoundress has been 

an inspiration which has 

accompanied us a great deal 

in the process of carrying out 

our ministry with the Chinese 

community in Lisbon, 

Portugal.  

Since the beginning of our contact with the Chinese community, I have been aware that we 
have been guided and led by the Holy Spirit at every moment. I can only say that all is for 

the glory of God. 
 

In order that the Chinese community could be recognized within the Church in Portugal, we 
approached the Patriarch of Lisbon and asked him for a central location for our 
meetings.  The Bishop put us in contact with the 

priest who is in charge of the ministry to immigrants. 
So, supported by the will of God, we only needed the 

time and patience to receive the grace that was 
made available. 

 
On April 11 this year, we were able to officially 
celebrate Mass with the Chinese community in a 

church in Lisbon. It has been a great joy and blessing 
for us to be able to begin the ministry with the 

Chinese community, both for our community of Holy 
Spirit Missionaries as well as for the Chinese 
community and the local church. 

Sr. Dominia, SSpS - Region of Spain-Portugal 
 

Sr. Dominia arrived in Portugal in 2019. With the support of her SSpS community in the Spain 

Portugal region, she is working to encourage in faith the Chinese community living in Lisbon. 
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My Mexico Beautiful and Beloved  

 
Sr. Jana arrived in 

Mexico for her cross-

cultural experience in 

2018. Presently she is 

working in the state of 

Oaxaca in youth 

ministry and is 

teaching English to the 

little ones who come 

to  the Josepha 

Stenmanns Childcare 

Center.  She will soon 

return to Slovakia to 

prepare for final vows. 

 

When I look back, I am grateful for all that I have received and experienced.  I feel very 

enriched in many ways.  I am enchanted by the beauty and the cultural diversity of 

Mexico.  Oaxaca, where I have lived for two years, is beautiful, resplendent in its many 

colors. And although the pandemic of COVID-19 does not allow us to live as we did before, 

I experience that here life is not only lived but rather it is celebrated at every moment. 

At the same time I am impressed by the 

simplicity and the humble faith of many 

people who, in the midst of so many 

difficulties, worries and illnesses, go to 

the Lord's feet for solutions.  For me, it is 

an incomparable experience that invites 

me to live my own consecrated life with 

hope and with joy. 

As I serve the older people, the sick, the 

children and the youth in my various 

apostolates here in Mexico, I have 

received many blessings myself.   

God has shown me that life is sacred in 

all its stages.  Reflecting on my 

missionary commitment, I came to the 

conclusion that "the true mission 

blossoms from a loving heart."  In other 

words God calls me to love all those that 

He gives me without excluding 

anyone.  Today I look at the mission as 

an encounter with the Sacred. 

 

Sr. Jana Smutna, SSpS – Region of Mexico 
 

Sr. Jana joins the girls for a tradicional 

dance 
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SSpS in the Pilgrimage of the Deaf Community in Poland 

 
During the Mass of 

the 101st Pilgrimage 

of the Community of 

the Deaf, Sr. 

Barbara (on the left) 

was in charge of the 

technical part and 

Sr. Monika of the 

sign language 

translation. 

 

 

According to a long tradition in the Opole region, The Pilgrimage of the Deaf Community is 

organized at the overlapping of July and August. Thanks to the Deaf Pastoral Care – Effatha, 

in Opole, the 101st pilgrimage on 31 July gathered around 250 deaf people in St. Anne's 

Basilica, a pilgrimage site with a calm atmosphere that fills the hearts of thousands of 

believers with love and courage to continue their journey through life 

The Mass was presided by the bishop of Gliwice, Jan Kopiec and the sermon was delivered 

by the diocesan chaplain of the deaf, Fr. Andrzej Morawiec. Also participating were five other 

priests, the pastors of the deaf in the Opole diocese and two SSpS catechist sisters working 

with children in the School and Education Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in 

Racibórz - Sr. Monika Polok and Sr. Barbara Panfil. During the Mass, Sr. Monika translated 

into sign language and Sister Barbara was responsible for the technical side (computer 

operation and multimedia projection).  

Pastoral care of the deaf 

allows deaf and hard of 

hearing people to reach 

out to people in all 

matters of life. Sr. 

Monika has devoted 

most of her life to the 

service of the needy, and 

today she looks with 

deep gratitude at the 

years that have passed, 

in which God gave her 

strength and led her to the 

periphery of marginalized. 

Sr. Marta Poswiatowska, SSpS e Sr. Monika Polok, SSpS - Poland 
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Facts & Photos 
The Sisters of the Provincial House Community and the Paraclete Community 

(Infirmary) of Philippines North celebrated this year's Holy Trinity Sunday with much 

joy, recreation and games. The theme of the community recreation was Joyful 

Harmony and each of the four basic groups presented a number complete with 

costumes, music, etc. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In these photos 

the sisters act out 

the scene of the 

multiplication of 

the loaves; they 

sing and play 

with boat paddles, 

they do a number 

of the song DO RE 

MI with the letters  

H A R M O N Y on 

their foreheads 

and the elderly 

sisters play 

classical music 

with plastic 

clothes hangers.  

All in joyful 

harmony! 
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SSpS Worldwide E-Newsletter 

 

Thanks to all the provinces and regions who contributed 

to the SSpSWW E-Newsletter 177. 

For the next issue, kindly send articles to Sr. Ana Elídia Neves 

at sspsww@worldssps.org before 25 August 2021. 

 

Thank you! 
 

 

 

SSpSWW Team 

 

Editing: Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS; 

Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge and Sr. Frances Grace Solis, SSpS (English) 

Sr. Margaret Anne Norris (Spanish to English); 

Srs. Edita Vera and María Eugenia Ojeda, SSpS (Spanish). 
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