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Reopening of a Pre-novitiate in PNG 

 

 

"To say “yes” to the Lord’s 

call by taking personal 

responsibility for maturing 

in one’s vocation is the 

inescapable duty of all who 

have been called".  

Vita Consecrata 65 

 

We are happy to let you know that our Papua New Guinea Province has reopened the Pre-

novitiate after seven years of break. Two aspirants, Jenelyn and Sharonlyn have been 

admitted to this phase of our formation. They confirmed their willingness to take another 

step into the beginning of religious life on 18 of June in the Chapel of the community in 

Goroka.  

The celebrant of the Holy Mass was Fr. Paul Liwun, SVD, the administrator of Goroka 

Diocese, who encouraged the aspirants to engage themselves fully in the program of pre-

novitiate.  He said that we are coming with empty glasses at the beginning of every new 

program or training. If we concentrate, cooperate and do our work, the glass will be filled 

at the end of the day.  

After the sermon, the Provincial Leader Sr. Florence and the Pre-novitiate directress Sr. 

Maria Gertrudis accepted Jenelyn and Sharonlyn to the pre-novitiate and presented them 

with the medal of the Holy Spirit and pocket-size Bible. May our Triune God bless them on 

their journey. 

Sr. Jaroslava Starsia, SSpS – Papua New Guinea 
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Celebration of First Vows at Flores West 

 
"For you, Lord, give light to my lamp" (Psalm 18:29) 

On Sunday, June 27, 2021, eighteen novices professed their First Vows in the Flores West 
Province. They came from three of the five SSpS Provinces of Indonesia: Flores West, Flores 

East and Kalimantan, and joined together for their two years of joint Novitiate in Ruteng. 
On this same day, the Provinces of Timor, Java and East Timor also held their First Vows 
celebrations. 

The Holy Eucharist was presided by the Provincial 
Fr. Paul Tolo, SVD, of the Ruteng Province, who 

in his homily stressed that the celebration of vows 
is a reminder to all that religious life is a life of 

surrender to God, the Source of life, to share life 
with others. 
  

The motto chosen for the celebration was taken 
from Psalm 18:29: "For you, Lord, give light to 

my lamp". This theme refers to the newly 
professed Sisters’ awareness of their total 
dependence on God, for He is the main reason 

why their lamps are burning and shining.  
 

Maria Yohana M. Momas, Provincial of Flores West 
announced that seven of them will be sent to 
Flores West Province, six to Flores East and the 

other five to Kalimantan. The day was filled with 
joy and happiness. They are ready to go out and 

inspire many people, which gives us hope that 
they will touch and enlighten many lives wherever 
they are sent.  

 
Sr. Herlina Hadia, SSpS, Flores West 
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 Indonesian Junior Sisters Meet Online 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“We are happy 

and blessed to 

belong to an 

international 

and intercultural 

Congregation”. 
  

 
The Indo-East Junior Sisters held a zoom meeting with the Congregational Leadership Team 

on May 13 and 14. Sr. Maria Theresia Horneman opened the meeting by expressing 

gratitude and joy to the Triune God for calling each Junior Sister to follow Him in this 

Congregation and wished that the virtual meeting would strengthen each one.  

 

Sr. Mikaelin Bupu conducted the entire meeting and explained the SSpS statistics around 

the world, highlighting that Asia, particularly the Provinces of Indonesia and the East Timor 

Region have the highest number of Sisters, stressing that "the quality of each Sister is more 

important than quantity".  

 

On the second day we were divided into twelve small groups to share our ideas based on 

Sr. Mikaelin’s questions. After the sharing we had our plenary in one big group. This zoom 

meeting was also integrated with some creative songs and prayers from each group.  

 

Sr. Maria Theresia in her closing remarks encouraged us to remain faithful in our calling and 

to continue to develop our talents as international Sisters. We all gained new strength and 

new passion after sharing and listening to each other. We had a great opportunity to get to 

know each other, albeit virtually. We are happy and blessed to belong to an international 

and intercultural Congregation. We also look forward to seeing and greeting junior sisters 

from other countries.  
 

Sr. Herdiana Randut, SSpS - Indonesia - Flores West  

 

 

SSpS Worldwide E-Newsletter 
 

Thanks to all the provinces and regions who contributed to the SSpSWW E-Newsletter 176.  

For the next issue, kindly send articles to Sr. Ana Elídia Neves 

at sspsww@worldssps.org before 25 July 2021.  Thank you! 

mailto:sspsww@worldssps.org
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 Slovak province celebrates its 90th anniversary 

The Sisters were forced to work in concentration camps during the communist regime, but they kept 
their faith and missionary witness. 

On July 22, the feast of St. Mary Magdalene, the Sisters in Slovakia will celebrate 90 years 
of missionary presence. In 1931, with new requests from young Slovak girls, the Generalate 
decided to establish a new region and Mother Columba sent the first Sisters to the small 

village of Spiesský Štiavnik in the Tatras Mountains.  
 

The Sisters started working in corrective 
educational facilities for girls, in the 
hospital and in some schools. In 1947, the 

first four Sisters were sent on a mission 
abroad.  
 

With the arrival of the communist regime 
in 1948, the Sisters were taken to 

concentration camps and forced to work in 
factories and fields. Only in 1968-1972 
were they able to return to missionary 

activities and open the doors of the 
convents to a new religious youth.  
 

The government tried to close the 
convents again, but it did not succeed, 

because even the communists knew that 
God could not be silenced. Since the 

revolution of 1989 the Sisters have been 
able to live our missionary charism to the 
full. Today we are 48 SSpS Sisters working 

in Slovakia and 16 Slovak Sisters in other 
countries. One hundred seven Sisters 

preceded us to eternity. 
 

We have been preparing for the jubilee since November 2020 with monthly meditations and 

we will share the history of our Province and Sisters in a book. We are grateful to God for 
His faithfulness and to the people who accompany us throughout this period.  
 

Sr. Katarína Junásová, SSpS - Slovakia  

The first convent SSpS in Slovak and  
the first group of novices. 



5 

 Sisters among the 'Xerente' people of Tocantins  

Sr. Silvia talks to the Xerente 

chief while he plucks a 

cassava plant from his field.  

 

 

Sisters Silvia Thekla 
Wewering, Maria Leonice 
Neves and I started a new 

community in March, during 
the pandemic, to work 

directly with the Xerente 
people in Tocantinia, North 
Brazil. Sr. Silvia had been 

working with this people 
there for 51 years. 

 
Even with the Covid-19 protocols, there is always a way to reach out to those in need. Sr. 
Silvia still goes to the villages almost every week to meet with two teachers, to correct the 

Xerente primer and a book to be re-edited. Whenever possible I go with her to talk with the 
women.  

 

 

Indigenous plantation area (left) and Xerente teachers at the village school working on revising  
the Xerente language primer. 

 
I was touched by the life of a very sick couple. The husband, in a wheelchair, has speech 
problems. Because of his frailty, I don't get close, but I talk to him and he shows joy at the 

attention. His wife does not have a foot, but she walks and does what she can. One day the 
husband asked me for a blanket because it was cold at dawn. In gratitude the wife made 

me a beautiful handicraft.  
 
The Xerente people are very natural and spontaneous. Sometimes they come to our house 

in town to ask for things they need and we welcome them with affection. They thank us and 
support us. The other day the Chief brought a cassava with seven roots from his field. Even 

though we cannot do much, we are always at the disposal to the needy. 
 

Sr. Claudete Vitória Moñios, SSpS - Brazil North 
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Integrated School Gardening in Missiones  
 

“We try to combine  

practical learnings and social life 

skills, bringing about a change  

that hopefully will expand to  

the future.” 

 

At Saint Albert the Great 

Institute, Argentina Misiones, 

was introduced the project about 

healthy and sustainable food. 

The gardening is incorporated for 

students as well as for teachers. 

The same was inspired by the 

reflections about the encyclical 

Laudato Si’ of Pope Francis “The Care of the Common House, Creation is the fruit of God´s 

Love”. As Educational Community, we promote contact with the earth, work on it and take 

care of it. We try to combine practical learnings and social life skills, bringing about a change 

that hopefully will expand to the future. 

The interdisciplinary activities were planned 

with short, medium and long term 

objectives, fueling teamwork, intra and extra 

- curricular relationships; to know how to 

choose, improve preferences and knowledge 

about ecosystems and acquire practical skill 

of food production.  

With these, we are sensitizing and becoming 

aware of the impact of our attitudes and 

activities on the care of the environment. We 

value ourselves, the changes and effects we 

cause. Students and teachers are seeing and 

understanding the need to seek ways of 

sustainable use of resources, the importance 

of preserving biodiversity and to act 

responsibly and respectfully in the face of 

this great gift that God has entrusted to us. 

Students in the first years of secondary school, 

coming into contact with the land (above) and 

the first fruits of the work and dedication  

of the 2nd year students. 

Professor Colman Lisandro - Rector of San Albert the Great Institute, Argentina Misiones 
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Generalate News 

The Generalate Community Bids Farewell to Sr. Eleonora 
 

Sr. Eleonora Cichon, after her resignation as a General Coun-cillor, received a 3 year 

transfer to the Province of 

Poland in order to be involved in 

caring for people affected by the 

pandemic.  

The CLT thanked her for her 

dedicated service and many 

valuable contributions to the 

Team and Congregation 

throughout the past seven 

years. The Generalate 

Community also expressed its 

appreciation for her presence 

and the many ways she fostered 

life and wellbeing in the Community. 

Although she will be missed, the CLT and Generalate Community wished her many 

blessings and special graces as she begins this new phase of her missionary religious 

vocation. 

 Farwell to the Chaplain  

Fr. Mark 

 

We thank Fr. Mark Nizeyimama for his 

service to the Community as the chaplain 

for the past one and half years. He 

completed his Doctoral studies in Biblical 

Theology at the Pontifical Urbaniana 

University and has returned to his home 

diocese of Butare in Rwanda. 
 

 The Vivat Deus website is looking forward to your collaboration 
  
 

If you like to write articles or would like to publish your videos, 

photos, music, prayers, retreat materials related to Arnoldian 

spirituality, please contact the editorial team at 

editors@vivatdeus.org.  

Visit, read, subscribe and spread the word: 

vivatdeus.org 

mailto:editors@vivatdeus.org
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Facts & Photos 
 

 

 
 

The Vatican News - German published recently an article on Sr. Ortrud Stegmaier, SSpS, as one  

of the first women to obtain a doctorate in Theology at the Pontifical Gregorian University. They 

mentioned her 60th jubilee of religious life and the beatification of two co-founders of the 

congregation led by her.  
 

 

 

 

SSpSWW Team 
 

Editing: Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS;  

Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge and Sr. Frances Grace Solis, SSpS (English) 

Sr. Margaret Anne Norris (Spanish to English);  

Srs. Edita Vera and María Eugenia Ojeda, SSpS (Spanish) . 
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