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Solidarity Marks 100 Years of SSpS in Timor 

  

The Province of Timor, Indonesia, used 
the resources set aside for its centenary to 
help the victims of the flooding in Malaka. 

 

With gratitude, we celebrate the 

100 years of SSpS service in Timor. To 

remember the struggle of the pioneers 

we held various activities like prayers 

with the people, fund raising, 

humanitarian activities and 

pilgrimages to the tombs of the sisters 

of the first community in Lahurus. We 

ended the Jubilee year with a triduum and Jubilee Mass. 

The COVID-19 situation and the Malaka Flood shifted the original plan of the centenary 

celebration to a rather simple celebration, without invitations, in the Sacred Heart of Mary 

Betun community on 21 May 2021, one year after the beginning of the Jubilee year, with 

the participation of SSpS sisters from all communities in Timor, SVD and others. 

The 100th anniversary was celebrated with a solemn Mass and then the sisters and the SVD 
missionaries distributed more than 1000 baskets of food to the families displaced by the flood. 

       Congregational  E-Newsleter                                          June 2021                   No. 175 

 



2 

After the Holy Eucharist, we 

distributed more than 1000 food 

packages to the flood victims. Thanks 

to the help of benefactors and the 

Vivat and JUPIC SSpS and SVD Timor 

teams, the flood victims feel 

supported: "We feel very cared for by 

the sisters and the priests. No matter 

how long we experience this flood 

disaster, we will not be forgotten," 

said one of the victims. "The sisters 

and the priests shared our plight" and "motivated us to try to have hope. Every storm must 

pass," they said. 

Provincial Sr Aloisia Teti recalled the life of the first SSpS and how they were directed by 

the Holy Spirit and explained that because of their love for God and suffering people, they 

decided to help people rather than celebrate, and used the funds from the 100th anniversary 

celebration for the benefit of flood victims.  

Sr. Maria Vianney Rua, SSpS – Timor – Indonesia 

 

 

100 Years MHGG - Germany 

The third Monday of the month is a fixed 

date in the calendar for the members of the 

Missionary Holy Spirit Association (MHGG). 

Following Arnold Janssen, who celebrated this 

date as a special day in honor of the Holy 

Spirit, women and men around the world join 

us Sisters in prayer and feel that we walk this 

journey together.  

They are people who consciously live as 

Christians in their family, leisure time and 

professional commitment and bear witness to 

the presence of God in the world. And this has 

been the case for 100 years. "In the MHGG, 

the Holy Spirit has given us a circle of friends 

and bound us together closely," is how the former Superior General Sr. Escolastica Ruhl 

described the significance of the MHGG.  

Since the year 2000, lay people and Sisters have been leading the MHGG hand in hand into the 

future. For Bianca Maragliano-Pitzer, of the central team, the essence of the MHGG is: "The 

adaptability to our times and the will to go new ways openly and do so courageously. That means 

seeing an opportunity in facing necessary changes and being creative in pursuing them.”  

Due to the pandemic, the jubilee year does not begin with a big celebration in Steyl, but with 

online presentations that can be accessed via www.mhgg.de. 

Ms. Steffi Mager – Communication Coordinator – Germany  

Chapel of the Holy Spirit Convent in Wimbern, 
Pentecost 2019. 

http://www.mhgg.de/
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Sacred Journey of 75 Years in Australia 

 

 

 

 

 
The Jubilee Sisters celebrated 
their consecration on the same 
day that the Province 
commemorated the arrival of 
the first SSpS missionaries in 
Australia. 

  

The Province of Australia marked its 75th anniversary in a simple celebration that brought 

us all together on 27 March 2021. This was truly a long-awaited day of coming together – 

all set a year ago but the surge of the Covid virus toppled our plans! The day was doubly 

special with the jubilees of 9 of our sisters.  

 

Our beginnings in Australia are traced back to SSpS survivors of World War II from New 

Guinea who arrived in Brisbane. Archbishop James Duhig invited the Sisters to remain and 

begin a novitiate. An old farmhouse in Aspley became their 

first Australian Home on 27 March 1945.  

 

During the thanksgiving Eucharist we recalled with 

gratitude, how out of the Ashes of War something new 

could emerge, enduring for 75 years!  We are here today 

because our pioneers trusted and dared not to rely on 

human plans and achievements, but to be simple 

instruments for God’s mission. While reminiscing about 

our Sacred Past, we paid tribute to the generations of 

SSpS missionaries for their vision, their deep faith and 

courage, their spirit of resilience, above all their 

unwavering zeal to follow Jesus!   

 

To recall our past with gratitude, to live the present with 

enthusiasm despite our diminishing strength and to look 

to the future, with courage and hope! 
 

Sr. Philomina (Shalini) Mathew, SSpS - Australia. 

 

SSpS Worldwide E-Newsletter 
 

Thanks to all the provinces and regions who contributed to the SSpSWW E-Newsletter 174.  

For the next issue, kindly send articles to Sr. Ana Elídia Neves 

at sspsww@worldssps.org before 20 June 2021. Thank you! 

mailto:sspsww@worldssps.org
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 Sisterly Day of Gratitude in Poland 
 

At the offertory, 
the sisters 
presented 
flowers as a 
symbol of 
gratitude to the 
Triune God and to 
all the people 
they met in the 
Holy Spirit Parish. 

This year, the parish of the Holy Spirit is celebrating its 40th anniversary. On the initiative 

of the parish priest, among many parish events there was the Day of Gratitude to our 

Congregation and all the Sisters associated with this place. In fact, in May 20, 1985, a new 

house of the Congregation was erected in Mielec with the consent of the bishop and the 

General Coordinator Sr. Annemarie Reich, giving birth to the Parish of the Holy Spirit in the 

Tarnów diocese.  

We started the celebration with the Saturday evening Mass. Sr. Dolores preached bravely 

and forcefully throughout the whole day, also in the access dormitory and at the Holy Mass 

for children with disabilities. We accompanied her zealously, joining the Liturgy of the Word 

and, as a choir, performing our favorite missionary and vocational songs. When we left the 

church, we distributed our animation materials, but most of all, it was an opportunity to 

meet old friends or former students as well! 

On May 31, on the feast of the Holy Trinity, 13 Sisters gathered in Mielec for the solemn 

Holy Mass presided over by bishop Leszek Leszkiewicz, who during his homily encouraged 

us to follow Jesus with confidence, thanking for the joyful sharing of the Gospel for so many 

years in the Tarnów diocese.  

                                                           Sr. Dominika, Renata Jasińska, SSpS - Poland                                                                             

The Sisters who have worked in the parish before were invited and were very happy to meet the 
current Mielec community and former parishioners. 
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''Something is Being Born Again''  

This time of pandemic, here in the home for the elderly in Pachuca Hidalgo, Mexico Region, 

has shifted my attitude from 'giving up' to seeing the gift and potential in all that we have 

been forced to do. 

I always hear 'protect yourself’, but I feel the urge to go out and provide care and help to 

the most vulnerable. In these last few months I was in between these two realities. As I left 

my room there were my sisters in the community with COVID-19. On leaving the house and 

going up to the dormitories, there were several elderly people with COVID, and in the 

isolation rooms others in an even more precarious state. In addition, the infirmaries, 

kitchen, toilet were without enough people to help because several of them were also 

infected. And finally we started to lose 

some of them. 

I am not a nurse or a caregiver, but this 

experience was an invitation to move 

out of fear and to reach out and help. I 

felt a very strong presence of God that 

took me everywhere in the home 

without fear and inhibition. These 

experiences generate an inner suffering 

that touches the core of our being and 

calls us to be in solidarity. 

Thanks be to God, little by little the 

workers began to return and I began 

to see more light, more life, more joy 

in the faces of my sisters and older 

people. Something is being born again. 

Sr Gladys Paul, SSpS - Mexico 

 

 

Sr. Gladys in caring for the elderly in Pachuga Hidalgo, Mexico, before and during the pandemic. 
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Holy Spirit Enkindling the Hearts of Everyone 

 

 

We have been involved in girls’ 

education since the beginning of 

SSpS missionary service in the 

Province of Japan. One of them, 

Holy Spirit Junior & Senior High 

School is in Seto City, which has 

about 1,400 students. It was 

originally founded by our sisters in 

1949 and merged with SVD 25 

years ago. 

 

As you know, Japan, being a non-Christian country, there are very few Catholic students 

and teachers in our school. At the beginning of each religious class, we take time for 

meditation to calm our minds and to look back on our daily lives. One day, I asked all first-

grade junior high school students what they thought during the meditation. One wrote, “I 

told God, ‘I'm here.’” Another wrote, “Today, I felt more enthusiastic to know about God 

than before.” Still another, “I ask God to be one with everyone.” Reading their answers, my 

heart leapt with joy. I was convinced that the Holy Spirit has been working in them. I could 

feel that they are longing to know God from deep within.  

In March, a year after enrollment, the same students attended their very first Holy Mass 

and one of them wrote the following thoughts after it, “God certainly is with us, so we can 

walk as children of light. If everyone's light were bundled together, this world would be 

incredibly bright.” 

Sr. Josephina, Yasuyo Kudo, SSpS - Japan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils from Espírito Santo 

High School, Seto, during 

the celebration of Mass. 
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Women Support Life in Uganda 
 

In the Bidibidi refugee settlement in Uganda, children 

make up the majority of the population. Many lost their 

parents during conflicts in the bush while fleeing South 

Sudan; others had their parents killed at home by rebels 

or soldiers, and still others ran away without parents 

who couldn't walk long distances. 

 Thus, there are large families formed by single women 

who are heads of family and true heroines who care for 

and support the lives of these children, whether their 

own children or children of relatives and friends. 

Sisters Benigilda and Benedicta regularly go to the 

settlement and pay special attention to them. The 

meetings are a source of strength and hope in their 

difficult daily routine. Many cannot read or write, but 

send their children to school. Sometimes there are rebellious children who need to be cared for 

with courage, prudence and patience, with the help of the village leaders, the church and the 

Sisters. Still, they continue the family relationship. 

The sisters are impressed by the innate virtue of these women in sustaining and nurturing life, 

mobilizing their resources at hand in a creative and practical way. They are together in prayer, 

in work and seeking simple undertakings to earn something to supplement their monthly ration 

and achieve a better future for themselves and their children. 

 Sr. Benigilda, SSpS - Uganda 

The presence of the Sisters in the settlement of Bidibidi encourages the mothers and promotes 
joy and hope for children and adults. 
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Webinar on Communication in Panam 

As the PANAM Communication team, we set 

aside some time to work more deeply with the 

material of the Communication Manual at the 

SSpS Panam level together with lay collaborators 

from our different areas of mission the continent. 

We began by asking ourselves “From what point 

do we want to communicate?” And through 

meetings carried out by zoom, we developed a 

Webinar on the 5th and 6th and 12th and 13th of 

May. 

Based on the answers we received, we addressed 

the following topics: “Our Spirituality at the Heart 

of Communication” (Sr. Gaby Pichardo); 

"Communication for the Mission" (Sr. Zelia 

Cordeiro); “Towards the Evangelization of the 

Digital Continent” (Lic. Natalia Usiew) and “The 

Humanization of Digital Environments” (Fernando 

Rueda). 

On average, there were more than 120 

participants each day, including Sisters and laity from the provinces of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, 

Cuba, Chile, Mexico, Paraguay and Ecuador. They were days of great participation and 

enthusiasm, of gradually understanding more about the great challenges and possibilities that 

MCS gives us. 

As an extension of the experience shared in the webinar, we celebrated Pentecost together on 

Monday, May 24. It was a prayerful and celebratory moment in the Spirit of Pentecost. Each 

province / region contributed with the choice of a song, dance, poetry, or prayer from the cultural 

diversity of our continent, as well as the cultural richness of the Sisters from other continents. 

 

Panam Communication Coordinating Team 

 

 

The online meetings also brought together several SSpS communities from different countries of 

the American continent. In the photos, one of the screens and the Sisters from Cuba singing. 
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Generalate News 

Community Celebrates Jubilee of Sisters 

The Feast of the Sacred Heart (11 June) was joyfully celebrated in the Generalate Community 

with a Mass of thanksgiving for the jubilee of religious consecration of three sisters: Sr. Ortrud 

Stegmaier, Sr. Carmen Silvero and Sr. Bernardette Nulenpaala Dere. 

 

Sr. Ortrud celebrated 60 years of consecration. She is German and has dedicated her life as the 

Postulator of the Congregation. Sr. Bernardette, the English Secretary, is from Ghana and has 

celebrated 25 years of vows. And Sr. Carmen, the Secretary General, is from Argentina Missiones 

and is also celebrating 25 years as SSpS. 

 

To the Jubilee Sisters of Rome and to all the Sisters who this year also celebrate their jubilee: 

Congratulations! 
 
 

Treasurers' Webinar: 

Grounded in faith, growing towards the future 

Warren Buffett said that “someone's sitting in the shade 

today because someone planted a tree a long time ago.” 

As what we have today is the result of the planning, 

commitment and dedication of our past visionaries, we 

organized a webinar for treasurers in May with this thought 

in mind. 

Managing our 

resources 

effectively  

is like planting for tomorrow. 

 

Sr. Ortrud Sr. Carmen 

 

Sr. Bernardette 
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The webinar was attended by 120 sisters from around the world with the focus on effective 

financial planning, mission funds and sustainability. Together we were able to assess the 

current financial situation 

and envision economic 

stability five years from 

now. 

Finance plays a vital role 

in shaping our Congrega-

tion in the development 

of its mission. A strong 

and responsible manage-

ment, with good plan-

ning, consistent budge-

ting and responsibility for 

expending can help us to improve organizational stability. The treasurers presented 

proposals and suggestions for income generating activities and the steps that need to be 

taken for the self-sufficiency of the provinces/regions and the social projects, envisaging 

the increasing number of aging members and dwindling in membership.  

Collaboration between Provinces and Regions, ongoing formation of personnel and the 

promotion of sustainability based on the Laudato Sì Action Platform with its seven objectives 

for integral human development were emphasized. Also sharing financial and human 

resources according to the needs of the mission, connecting ministries, moving from MINE 

to OURS, recognizing the need of the other and the common good of all.  

Treasurers Webinar Team, Rome 

SSpSAP 

Online Meeting about Sr. Michaele Tönnies 

On the feast day of Mother Josepha, May 20, the SSpS in 

collaboration with the Sisters of Perpetual Adoration (SSpSAP) hold 

an online talk about the life of Michaele Tönnies, the co-foundress 

of SSpSAP that is in the process of beatification.  

Sr. Maria Magdalena Kruse, Superior General of the Servants of the 

Holy Spirit of Perpetual Adoration, spoke about Mother Michaela, 

her life and personal aproach to the co-foundress. This event was 

attended by 48 online channels from various countries, with both 

individual sisters and communities participating.  

Impressed by the information given, the participants asked several 

questions related to Sr. Michaele’s life and expressed gratitude for 

this opportunity.  
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Facts & Photos 

World Environment Day 

In several SSpS communities, the World Environment Day - June 5th - was remembered 

with the planting of trees and plants, cleaning of natural areas, prayers and other initiatives. 

The commemoration was instituted in 1972 by the UN to call the population's attention to 

the need to preserve natural resources.  
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Editing: Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS; Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge and Sr. Frances Grace Solis, SSpS (English) 

Sr. Margaret Anne Norris (Spanish to English); Srs. Edita Vera and María Eugenia Ojeda, SSpS (Spanish) . 

Mission Congregation Servants of the Holy Spirit 
Via Cassia 645 - Rome, RM 00189 - Italy 

 

In São Paulo (BRN), Sr. Elizabeth Platner 
takes care of medicinal plants to prepare 
natural teas and juices for the Sisters.  
 

In Mexico, residents of the Casa Hogar María 
Domínguez taking care of the plants in the 
gerontological garden. 
os residentes do Lar de Idosos María Domínguez 

In Bolívia, the Sisters promoted activities with 
students of Boarding School Bishop Angel 
Gelmi, in Tapacari. 

In Canoas (BRS), Sisters, teachers, students and their 
relatives  participated in the Araçá Creek cleaning 
action, opening  the Volunteers Week. 
 


