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“Like Mary… Where Life Cries” 

 

A few years ago, the educational Pastoral team of the Province of Argentina Misiones, was 

organized and had been working well. This year, Sr. Lidia Kunze SSpS, assumed the role of 

Education - Pastoral Coordinator, so we began to reorganize the new Pastoral Project for 

2021-2023.  

Discerning what the Holy Spirit wants to spring up in our mission, the figure of the Virgin 

Mary, whose patronage accompanies most of our SSpS colleges, emerged strongly. For this 

reason we chose the motto: "Like Mary, immersed in Trinitarian Love, we sow hope." The 

biblical text that accompanied us was "The Wedding at Cana."  

The workshop was intended for teachers serving in pastoral ministry at every school.  

Because of the pandemic, only a small group participated, with the mission of replicating at 

their institutions, what they lived and experienced at the retreat house “Oasis del Espiritu”. 

They not only deepened and reflected from the perspective of the Virgin Mary, but also from 

a very special moment, this being the first face-to-face encounter during the pandemic time. 

At the Eucharistic Adoration, we met Jesus and placed before Him our jars full of water as 

Mary asked us and we allowed ourselves to be transformed into New Wine: to bring joy, 

enthusiasm, and feast to our Educational communities.   

Miss Silvia Gabriela Vera, Instituto Superior Santa María - Posadas - Argentina Misiones 
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Sisters and teachers find in Mary the example of dedication and inspiration to carry out the 

mission in the various SSpS schools in ARM. 
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Joy of Being Among Migrants 

The number of foreign 

migrant workers is rapidly 

increasing in South Korea. 

They come with a 3 - month 

visa and later some of them 

get the status of refugee. 

The others remain 

undocumented. All these 

people work in different 

fields like factory, 

agriculture, construction, etc. 

 

 

There are so many undocumented foreign migrant workers coming especially from Vietnam, 

Philippines, Thailand, Nepal, Russia, Mongolia, Africa, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 

India etc.   

I have done my service in a migrant center run by Suwon Diocese for the past 7 years. I 

helped them to get medical insurance under an NGO which provided a certain amount of 

discount from Hospitals and some percentage of refund of their medical expenses.  

There are more than 3,000 registered members for this insurance and the number is 

increasing. It is very helpful because they don’t have the National Medical insurance. When 

they face accidents in their place of work or major health problems it is sad to see how they 

suffer. If they need a 

huge amount of hospital 

expenses, I direct them 

to get some help from 

donations. 

As I look back upon this 

ministry, I really feel the 

joy of helping them in 

their needs, especially 

as I see them coming 

back with a grateful 

heart. It is really a 

fruitful ministry.  

 

Sr. Roslin Varghese, SSpS - South Korea 

 

Sr. Roslin is happy to be able to support migrants and refugees 

and be with them at significant moments. 

In South Korea, migrants and refugees seek support at the 

migrant center for medical treatment. 
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Between Death and Life 

The experience of death 

and resurrection, war and 

peace is always 

accompanying us these 

last months in Ukraine. 

The bigger the fear of the 

war from our eastern 

neighbor, the more we 

realize the need for 

common solidarity and 

prayer. The feast of the 

Resurrection gives us this 

hope that God will never 

leave us alone.  

 

During Lent, our two postulants Ludmila and Maria with Sr. Svitlana Matsiuk staged the Way 

of Cross with a youth group. The prayer was in the form of a theatrical performance which 

showed people how Christ is suffering nowadays in the broken families, in the addicted 

people, in the mothers who mourn the deaths of their sons who died in the war, in the 

unborn children. Through this way of prayer, we could bring to God the wounds of people 

which need healing.  

Sr. Svitlana Matsiuk, SSpS - Ukraine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebration of Children's Day in Bolivia 

Every year in Bolivia, on April 12th, 

the day of the child is celebrated. As a 

community, we the Missionary Sisters 

Servants of the Holy Spirit in the city 

of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, organized 

a celebration for the children, with 

games, dynamics, songs and a 

delicious snack. 

We held celebrations in two places: 

inside the Palmasola prison (PC-2) 

and at the San Juan Bautista Parish in the Merced Central neighborhood.  A total of 160 boys 

 

The Way of the Cross with young people brought the families' 

situations of suffering to prayer, in Ukraine. 

 

Ukraine, since 2013, has been suffering from internal political tensions from Russia, which 

caused the separation of Crimea. With the signing of the Minsk Protocol in 2014, conflicts were 

frozen, but the firing continued. It is estimated that more than 13,000 Ukrainians died in the war. 

Ukraine is currently one of the poorest countries in Europe, despite being one of the largest 

exporters of cereals in the world. 
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and girls participated in both places. A group of volunteers from the Rotary Club and some 

local businesses also collaborated with donations of drinks, cookies and clothes. 

For our safety and that of others, the COVID safety protocol was taken into account: masks 

and sanitizer were used by each person. It was a day of joyful celebration. 

Sr. María Santísima Ferdinando, SSpS – Bolívia 

Sisters and volunteers provided the children with moments of joy and fun. 

 

Evangelization through Radio.   

 

Six months ago I took over the radio 

program called: “Espaço da Catequese”, on 

Radio Pax - Emisora Católica in the city of 

Beira, Mozambique. It is my first time 

working in radio and my experience shows 

me that it is a very important means of 

informing and training. 

Beira is the second largest city in the country and most Christians do not have internet 

access. Since the advent of Covid-19, radio has become even more important. On Pax radio 

we broadcast the Sunday Mass and the daily reading of the Gospel.  In addition, important 

events of the church and the world are communicated and catechesis is given. 

It is estimated that in Mozambique 59.8% of the population is Christian and of these, 27 or 

28% are Catholics (according to the Population Census of 2017). There is still ignorance of 

the Gospel, that is why in the catechesis we try to present the image of God the Abba of 

Jesus. This requires a lot of prayer, reflection and creativity because for the peoples who 

have been subjugated for centuries, it is difficult to change their image of almighty God. 

The experience at Radio Pax has been very enriching. The content of each program is 

synthesized and published in the Archdiocese's “Pedras Vivas” bulletin. 

Sr. Juana Ortega Torres, SSpS – Mozambique 

Sr. Juanna announces the God Abba 

of Jesus in the Mozambique Region - 

Africa. 
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Hope in the fight against COVID-19 

The vaccination process  

"Yo me vacuno", which began 

on February 3, 2021, in Chile, 

with health professionals and 

was extended to the elderly 

and workers with essential 

tasks and / or health problems, 

has been gaining strength, 

although this last month we 

had an increase in infections 

and we remain in periods of 

prolonged confinement. 

 

 

We thank God that this vaccination is given to the 

population without cost and is not exclusive. We can 

all access to it, following the calendar organized by 

the Ministry of Health. In our country, 6,693,685 

people were vaccinated with the full dose and 

counting those who received the first dose, we have 

reached a population of 14,777,093 (https://www. 

Gob.cl/yomevacuno/). 

According to studies carried out, "the CoronaVac vaccine proved to be 67% effective in 

preventing symptomatic COVID and 89% in avoiding ICU hospitalization." This is good news, 

since we know that many countries still do not have this resource due to economic problems, 

among others. 

A large number of us, Sisters of the province, had access to the vaccination process, either 

because of our age or by the type of work we do. We offer prayers of thanks for this 

possibility of prevention and we pray also that everyone will have access to vaccines. 

Sr. María Salomé Labra, SSpS – Chile 

Solidarity with the victims of the pandemic 

We SSpS sisters, in all the countries where we are present, are in solidarity 

with the victims of COVID-19 through intense prayer, actions to fight hunger 

and concrete initiatives to support, care and attend to those who suffer, 

according to the needs and possibilities of each location. 

We echo Pope Francis' plea for vaccines for everyone, especially the poorest 

and most vulnerable, and we pray especially for all countries that are facing 

dramatic situations as a result of the pandemic. 

Beginning of the school year at Colégio Emelina Urrutia, in El 

Monte, Chile, with all protocols for protection against COVID-19. 



6 

Celebrating abundant life 

“Missionary life was not harmful to health.” said Sr. Agada Brand once when she was the 

Congregational Leader. For her the proof was the advanced age of so many Sisters.  

It is clear that many Sisters, precisely because they are missionaries, are exposed to many 

risks and some even lose their lives in the mission or because of it. But it is also true that 

our Congregation is blessed with many Sisters who reach the age of one hundred. This year 

we have: Sr. Elsa, Susanna Hungershöfer, from Java Province who turned 100 on February 

15; Sr. Christinamaria, Josefa Ferriols, Philippines North, on March 22; Sr. Marie Louise, 

Margaret Jilk, United States, on March 31; Sr. Wilhelmina, Petronella Dorssers, Germany, 

on May 11 and Sr. Felicite, Maria Schöner, Germany, on September 30.  

We thank God for the abundant life He has given to our centenarian Sisters, and for all the 

good they have been doing throughout their lives.  

                                 Congratulations to each of you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right: Sr. Elsa (JAV), Sr. Christinamaria (PHN), Sr. Maria Louise (USA),  

Sr. Wilhelmina and Sr. Felicite (GER). 

News of the Generalate 

Sr. Maria Bernadeth Davedass, responsible for the 

Current Archives, left the Generalate on April 15. 

She ended her term last year, but only last month 

was she able to go to Japan, where she was on a 

mission for 30 years. The community of the 

Generalate thanks Sr. Maria Bernardeth for her 

dedicated work, and expresses many wishes for a 

good return to her Province of South India for a new 

stage in her life and mission. 
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Novena of Pentecost on Vivat Deus 

The Spirituality Site Vivat Deus will publish a Pentecost 

Novena to be prayed online. Invite friends, family, 

collaborators to pray with our Congregation for overcoming 

the pandemic.  

Visit, read, subscribe and disseminate: 

vivatdeus.org 

Happy Pentecost! 
 

As we celebrate the feast of Pentecost, we 

can experience in a very special way each of 

the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.  

 

May She / He help us to face with courage 

and creativity during these times of suffering 

and challenges that humanity faces. 

 

 
 

 

 

SSpS Worldwide E-Newsletter 
 

Thanks to all the provinces and regions who contributed to the SSpSWW E-Newsletter 174.  

For the next issue, kindly send articles to Sr. Ana Elídia Neves 

at sspsww@worldssps.org before 20 May 2021. Thank you! 
 

SSpSWW Team 
 

Editing: Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS; Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge and Sr. Frances Grace Solis, SSpS (English) 

Sr. Margaret Anne Norris (Spanish to English); Srs. Edita Vera and María Eugenia Ojeda, SSpS (Spanish) . 

 

Mission Congregation Servants of the Holy Spirit 
Via Cassia 645 - Rome, RM 00189 - Italy 

 

Divine Holy Spirit, give us the grace to contribute through our missionary 

presence, more hope, solidarity and commitment in the world. May a new 

era arise with the overcoming of the pandemic. Amen! 

 

“Strengthened by the Spirit of Love, we honor and love him in a 

special way and implore him to renew the grace we received in 

confirmation. We remain open to his action through which we are 

transformed into Christ.” (SSpS Constitutions, 405) 
 

mailto:sspsww@worldssps.org

