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New paths of Resurrection 

At Easter last year, still at the beginning of the 

pandemic, we believed that we would soon 

overcome COVID-19. But we are still, in so 

many places in the world, in social isolation, 

with a lockdown, and without being able to get 

together for the solemn Easter Mass. 

The suffering, mourning, insecurity and even 

the hunger of so many families bring us very 

close to the paschal mystery. We experience 

the Way of the Cross of Jesus in the way of the 

cross of humanity. The feeling is that it is still 

dawn and, in faith, we wait for the 

Resurrection. 

The question within us is when will this all be 

over? When are we going to take off our masks 

and hug? When will our normal life return? 

When can we get together to celebrate?  
Mosaic of the Risen Jesus at the SVD 

cemetery in Steyl, Netherlands. 

We know it will never be the same again. The risen Jesus is very different from the Jesus 

of before ... Life never goes back. 

Although we are tempted like the people of God in the desert to return to the flesh pots 

of Egypt, what we seek is not what it was before, but a new heaven and a new earth, 

filled with the joy and light of the Risen One. 

We know whom we believe. Our strength is the resurrected Jesus! In it we are sure that 

life overcomes death. Therefore, let us seek the best within us to go through this time of 

transition. Solidarity, sharing, creativity will open new paths for us. Paths of Resurrection! 

An Easter time full of hope and confidence in the new life to come! 

Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS 
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Poland Celebrates 100 Years of "Annuntiata"  

 

 

The Jubilee Holy Mass of "Annuntiata" Convent, the SSpS 

Provincial House in Poland, expressed gratitude and joy. 

Our hearts are filled with 

gratitude on the occasion of 

the 100th anniversary of the 

founding of the "Annuntiata" 

Convent, which is the 

Provincial House of the 

Mission Congregation of the 

Servants of the Holy Spirit in 

Poland. 

 

Due to the pandemic, we did not invite guests to the jubilee celebration on 25 of March, but 

there were some representatives of the clergy important to us, such as Bishop Andrzej 

Czaja, of the Opole Diocese, the SVD Provincial Superior Fr. Sylwester Grabowski, Fr. Jan 

Szywalski - a longtime confessor of the Sisters, and also Fr. Jan Ochliński SVD- the chaplain. 

We were also honored by the presence of representatives of the authorities: Michał Woś - 

Secretary of State in the Ministry of Justice, 

and Dariusz Polowy - Mayor of Racibórz. 

The program began with the Chaplet of 

Divine Mercy, followed by a presentation 

entitled "Annuntiata-Our Home" prepared 

by Sr. Barbara Panfil SSpS. The Provincial 

Leader, Sister Dolores, Dorota Zok SSpS, 

introduced a brief history of the Annuntiata 

Convent and after which the letter of Sr. 

Maria Theresia Hörnemann the 

Congregational Leader was read. 

The Holy Mass of Jubilee was broadcasted by the social media and thus many sisters and 

brothers could take part in it. At the end the Bishop blessed the statue of St. Michael 

Archangel, which the Sisters received from Michał Woś, Secretary of State in the Ministry of 

Justice.  

The wishes of motorcyclists were a nice surprise, who unexpectedly showed up at the 

ceremony, thanking all the Sisters for their work and dedicated service. 

We are glad that, despite the limitations of the epidemic, the jubilee of the 100th 

anniversary of the Annuntiata Convent could take place in an atmosphere of gratitude and 

joy.   

Sr. Marta Poświatowska SSpS - Poland 
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Facts & Photos 

Solidarity with the Displaced People in Timor and East Timor 

Tropical cyclone Seroja struck almost every island in Timor, Indonesia and also East Timor, in 

early April. The waves reached about 4 meters in height and the floods caused by heavy rains 

left more than 10,000 people displaced and around 150 dead. SSpS Sisters from various 

communities helped to organize the relief victims, preparing and distributing  

food and clothing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VN Family Feast: “Gifted and Joyfully Giving” (Philippines North) 

Family Feast “is a day to spend time together, sharing the joys, the sorrows and the  

difficulties in the mission journey. Regardless of our different cultures, of who we are,  

or where we come from, we were all united as SSpS family”. 
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A Tribute to Sr. Belinda 
 

 

Sr. Belinda was a  

great example! As a 

zealous missionary she 

was always happy and 

full of life, planning and 

organizing for the 

mission till the end.  

She had a sisterly love 

for all of us, always 

looking for the good of 

the community. 

 

She had a soft spot and took things to various communities where they were not 

available. She was a good educator, her special talent in teaching is remarkable!  She 

dedicated herself whole heartedly for the growth of the Region and the good of the 

people.  

 

The vacuum she has left among us, no one can fill. She always looked for possibilities to 

visit the Sisters. She had a special love for the poor and needy. When she was suffering 

with COVID-19 she wrote a small note which I found later on her table: “COVID 19 taught 

me who God is! He has closed the whole world like a small village. No money or power 

can solve it or do anything. He will re-open it when the right time comes. How problematic 

man is!  We live in this world on borrowed time. Let’s adore HIM.’’  

 

These words reveal her concern and sentiments for the world and pandemic. Her total 

dependence and confidence in God who created us. May Her Soul Rest in Peace! ADEUS!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sr. Belinda Delos Reyes (photo) was born on 28th 

October 1962 in the Philippines and arrived in 

Mozambique in 2000. On January 2nd she had a mild 

cough and cold. On 6th she was diagnosed with 

COVID-19 and was under treatment and 

accompanied by the doctor at home. As she 

developed difficulty in breathing, she was admitted 

to the hospital and needed to be put on a ventilator. 

She died on 16th January. She was 58 years old. 

Sr. Beena Paul SSpS - Mozambique 

 

A Great Missionary  
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COVID-19: Vaccination Brings Hope 

 Vaccine brought relief to the health professionals  The elderly sisters also received the vaccine  

 

The Covid-19 Vaccination Program of the Indonesian government is one of the efforts to 

tackle the pandemic and break the chain of the spread of the Covid-19.  

In support of this program, St. Vincentius a Paulo Catholic Hospital (RKZ) in Surabaya, 

Province of Java, started vaccination on January 21st. They were all vaccinated, from the 

Director of the hospital, Dr. Sugiharto Tanto, to the approximately 1000 medical and non-

medical employees, including the SSpS Sisters who work in the health care. 

Prior to vaccination, participants were required to have a record of their medical history and 

a blood pressure test in accordance with the Ministry of Health screening guidelines. So far, 

there have been no serious side effects after vaccination. 

On February 26, religious leaders were vaccinated at the São José RKZ Outpatients. About 

150 people including priests, nuns, brothers, monks and other religious leaders who live in 

Surabaya followed the Health Protocol, wearing masks, face shields, keeping their distance 

and using hand sanitizer. 

The elderly SSpS sisters received the vaccine at the St. Vincentius a Paulo Community hall. 

The Sisters in Batu were picked up by Sr. Odilia SSpS in a chartered bus. The Sisters from 

the hospital, and St. Agnes community were also vaccinated. The procedure went well. 

Rosalia (Lay Partner RKZ) and Sr. Elisabeth TeySeran, SSpS - Java 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSpS Worldwide E-Newsletter 

Thanks to all the provinces and regions who contributed to the 

SSpSWW E-Newsletter 173. 

For the next issue, kindly send articles to Sr. Ana Elídia Neves 

at sspsww@worldssps.org before 20 April 2021. Thank you! 

 

mailto:sspsww@worldssps.org
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Workshop on the Communications Manual  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sisters participated as communities in the workshop to deepen communication 

 

On March 6 and 7, the Region of Mexico held a workshop on the Communications Manual.  

Srs. Gabriela Pichardo Escutia and Sophia Gelu Tukan led us in a creative workshop on the 

9 chapters of the Manual. 

 

It was a good opportunity for us to share and deepen the material of the Manual.  At the 

end, we made a commitment to continue deepening this material in our community 

meetings and to include it in community projects. As we reflected on the Manual, we realized 

that it opens our horizon more fully to the benefits of social media and technology in our 

different apostolates. As we shared together about the Manual, we committed ourselves to 

continuing to explore these means of evangelism. 

 

We were motivated on this path to the media and the mission by the experiences of Fr. 

Arnold, Mo. María Helena and Mo. Josepha. Delving into the challenges they faced in 

spreading the Gospel motivates us to be women communicators of the Gospel today. 

 

We thank the Regional Council for the proposal to hold this workshop with all the Sisters. 

We have started a journey using the Communications Manual. 

 

Sr. Sophia, Benedikta Gelu Tukan, SSpS – Mexico 

 

 

 

 

A New Way to Do Good 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“God has brought us together so that we may be one 

heart and one soul, we would not be true servants of 

the Holy Spirit if we did not practice sisterly love.” 
 

Mother Josepha. 
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A New Way to Do Good 
 
 

Since the first  

cases of coronavirus 

contamination were 

identified, the  

Covid-19 pandemic has 

changed the way we relate 

to and care  

for one another. 
 

The Northern part of Brazil was especially affected and, therefore, the Pastoral da Criança 

(Children’s Pastoral) of Placas, Diocese of Xingu, State of Pará, coordinated by Sr. Helena 

Accadrolli (BRS Province), needed to adapt to continue serving the children. 

Visits started to be made preferably by telephone or 

online. Where this is not possible, the agents are 

instructed to keep their distance, use a mask and 

alcohol gel. Families continue to receive babassu 

powder to be used as a children's food supplement. 

During this period, the Pastoral da Criança 

intensified the distribution of basic food baskets and 

hygiene kits to the community. The donations 

received came from several entities and families in 

the region. 

Pastoral da Criança is also concerned with mental 

health. Families are instructed to prevent children 

from becoming depressed because they are away 

from school and colleagues. Mothers, grandparents 

and leaders who are in risk groups for Covid-19 are educated on how to protect themselves 

from the disease and the training of leaders is now done remotely 

 

Sr. Zélia Cordeiro, SSpS - Brazil South 

 

 

 

 

 

Sr. Helena teaches women how to use the children's 

pastoral app on their cell phones 

 

Babassu flour is prepared to strengthen 

the nutrition of malnourished children 

SSpSWW Team 
 

Editing: Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS 

Sr. Jacqueline Mulberge and Sr. Frances Grace Solis, SSpS (English) 

Sr. Margaret Anne Norris (Spanish to English) 

Srs. Edita Vera, María Eugenia Ojeda and Gabriela Pichardo Escutia, SSpS (Spanish) 

 

Copyright © 2021 

Mission Congregation Servants of the Holy Spirit 

All rights reserved. 
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Food and Easter Package 
 

We all know that  

because of the corona 

pandemic our world has 

somehow been crippled. The 

whole structure of our life has 

changed. All have been 

paralyzed.  

But our mission is not paralyzed. 

Our spirits are burning even 

more. We think of ways and 

means to remain creative and 

compassionate. 
 

 

 

Although it is not entirely a promising success because the transmission rate is still 

increasing, still we are grateful for the discovery of vaccines. We should be grateful. Slowly 

our activities are also coming back to normal through different means. 

We also take different paths to pay attention to those who are in need. Our Sisters in The 

Hague take to the streets every week to distribute 

food to the poor.  

Our Sisters in Amsterdam are distributing Easter 

packages on March 23rd. In the package are a meal 

pack and other useful articles. By doing this, we hope 

to bring Easter Joy to our poor and needy brothers 

and sisters. 

This activity is carried out in collaboration with the 

community of our SVD brothers and our mission 

partners. 

 

Sr. Veronika Lili Purwanti, SSpS - Netherlands 

 

 

Vivat Deus: Our Spirituality Website 
 

In December last year, the three Congregations founded by St. Arnold Janssen launched 

the website vivatdeus.org with the purpose of disseminating the Arnoldus Family Spirituality 

to the members, also to lay men and women who collaborate with the mission and to those 

who are interested. 

SSpS, SVD and lay people worked together in the Netherlands 

to deliver food and give joy of Easter to the needy. 
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In four months of existence, the site already offers a rich repertoire of digitalized books for 

online reading or downloading, articles, prayers, videos, photos and newsletters focused on 

the history of the founding generation and spirituality. 

 

The website is updated daily and the online library has a search engine that makes it easy 

to find the material available that can be used in pastoral service and in the preparation of 

lectures and courses.  

Published in English and Spanish, it can be automatically translated into other languages. 

To organize publications, select material, make translations, revisions, categorizations, 

postings, etc, Vivat Deus has a team of SVDs and SSpS from different countries. 

 

“Missionary Challenge for Easter Season” 

To increase the number of subscribers, currently we have 148, Vivat Deus’ Team is running 

a campaign with the goal of reaching 1,000 registrations on the site. All members of the 

three congregations are invited to participate with the following actions: 

 

1) Publicize the website vivatdeus.org throughout 

your province, region and community. 

2) Invite people (members and laypeople) to 

subscribe. Enter the site, click on “subscribe” and fill-

in the data. Subscribers will receive up-dates and 

new content. 

3) Place the website link on your social networks 

and the media in your Province or Region. Send 

the link to your contacts via WhatsApp or other 

messengers. 

                                                                                            Vivat Deus Team 
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“You are my Sister” 
 

Several SSpS from different parts of the world responded to the invitation of UISG - 

International Union Superiors General and participated in the Campaign “You are my sister”. 

This campaign aims to raise awareness of the issues that affect local communities during 

the COVID-19 crisis and to promote “the voice of religious women so that they can 

contribute significantly, with their wisdom and experience, to a global and coordinated 

response to the pandemic”. 

 

There are about 650,000 religious women around the world represented by the UISG. Many 

of them are directly involved in supporting local communities, including health, fighting 

hunger and caring for children. During the pandemic, their presence with the poor and 

vulnerable is bringing hope to overcome suffering and save lives. 

Here we can see some of our Sisters sharing  

what they are doing: 
 

 
The Sisters of the Tolonggeru-Bima Community 
- Flores Oeste Province go from house to 
house, visit the elderly, check the temperature 
and blood pressure, give them vitamins, food 
and guide them on how to maintain health 
during the pandemic. 
 

During the pandemic, some Sisters from the 
Province of Slovakia took advantage of the 
vacation period to help with the population 
testing program for the identification of 
COVID-19. Here they are while working in 
their protective suits. 

In the India East Province, the Sisters are 

working hard to serve the poorest people, 

from the distribution of basic food and 

hygiene care, to giving classes to children in 

their own living places.  

In Mönchengladbach, Germany, the Sisters 
have been offering a meeting place (TAK) 
for many years to share life and faith, 
especially to the poor, unemployed, sick, 
elderly and homeless. With the pandemic, 
activities are more limited. 

 


