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We have a new face 

With so many changes that the world is going through, our SSpS Worldwide 

Newsletter is also changing. Now it is being sent by email, once a month and to 

a larger number of people. 

We want to share our life and mission with all who participate with us in the 

quest to make the world a better place, both in the institutions in which we 

operate, as well as in the pastoral and social services. So we will expand the 

circle of our relationships and grow in communion. 

With short texts and photos, we will continue to bring everyday experiences and 

situations that touch the heart, as they reveal the love of God present in life, in 

culture, in meetings and in the search for overcoming poverty, disease and 

suffering ... 

As an international and intercultural family, we have a lot of history to tell. We 

want this to be an accessible, fun and dynamic space. We will make the changes 

little by little and you are invited to follow and participate by sending your 

stories, photos and funny situations experienced in the mission. Let’s go 

together! 

Sr. Ana Elídia SSpS and SSpSWW Team 
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25 Years of Life and Mission in Cuba  

(1996-2021) 

March 22 is the celebration of 25 years of the SSpS 

Missionaries’ presence in Cuba.  

It is good to look back, to acknowledge and thank 

all the 29 sisters from so many nations such as 

Germany, Austria, Korea, Chile, the Philippines, 

India, Indonesia, Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, 

Mexico and Cuba who have been part of this 

history. Of these, 3 continue to work from heaven 

and 12 continue to share life and mission. 

Sharing life and mission is the motto of our jubilee 

year. And we have shared gifts, talents, riches, 

spirituality and charism at all levels of pastoral 

catechesis: with children, adolescents, youth, groups of adults in preparation for the 

sacraments, families, formation of leaders, biblical reflection, workshops of life and 

prayer, the group of the Association of the Missionaries of the Holy Spirit and Young 

Missionaries of the Holy Trinity, pastoral care of health, and spiritual accompaniment of 

the sick and elderly. 

On a social level, thanks to the generosity of benefactors, we share life with the children 

with Down’s syndrome, teaching crafts to children and adults, caring for and working 

with people living with HIV / AIDS, helping the sick and most needy. We also created a 

dining room to feed the most vulnerable and the elderly. The hurricanes and cyclones 

that have hit hard, have also involved us more with the Cuban people. 

Sr. Rani Sahaya M.A SSpS – Cuba 
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Arnoldus Family recollection in Ruteng 

 

Every year the Arnoldus family in Ruteng, Indonesia, organizes a joint recollection 

in preparation for the feast of St. Arnold Janssen. This year, the 2-day recollection 

was led by Sr. Maria Yohana Monika Momas - Provincial Leader of SSpS Flores West, 

and the theme was: "God's Word and the Spirit, the Giver of Life". 

On the first day, it was held in the house of the SSpSAP where there are 22 sisters. 

We were all enthusiastic about meeting one another in person. Around 150 people 

attended on the second day of recollection which included the extended family of 

St. Arnold, namely, the representatives of PMSS (Missionaries Association of the 

Divine Word) and PMRK (Holy Spirit Missionary Fellowship.  

The atmosphere of the SVD Novitiate Community in Kuwu was very pleasant. The 

participants were invited to refresh and deepen their relationship with the Triune 

God by reading and meditating on the Word of God and reflecting on the 

Constitutions so that we become light and life-giving spirit for others and for nature. 

At the end of the two - day recollection, the Bible Center of St. Arnoldus Family was 

inaugurated. 

Sr. Kristina Murti Istilet, SSpS – Flores West 
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Sharing the Word of God - Sharing Life 

The IN:SPIRIT team of 

the SSpS German 

province has been offering 

a weekly virtual Bible 

sharing session since the 

beginning of Advent. 

Every Sunday evening, 

young adults meet via 

Zoom, read, meditate and 

share the day’s Gospel 

with one another.  

Questions about and 

insights into the 

respective Gospel are 

exchanged and linked with life experiences, especially on the worries and hopes of the 

current situation. Along the way, one or two resolutions are made for the new week.  

It does not matter whether there are thirteen participants or only four, we are far apart 

or close to each other, there is a perceptible bond among us. This  gives us the feeling 

that we are not alone with our experiences at this very different time and together we 

see and touch God's work in this world. 

in:spirit Team, Germany 

 

A Center to Welcome the Migrants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poverty, conflict, persecution and disaster are some of the reasons that lead thousands 

of people to migrate to an unknown land. 
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Our Sisters of the Community of Santo Arnaldo run the Center for the Integration of 

Migrants (CIM). This is located in Brás, the commercial region of São Paulo the capital, 

in Brazil, where migrants from America, Africa and Asia live. The mission is to save their 

dignity and self-esteem through language classes, entrepreneurship, computer 

maintenance and Brazilian cuisine, in addition to safe guidelines for obtaining 

documents and accessing public services. The Center is where they find a home and a 

family. 

When the coronavirus kept people inside, many institutions and generous people came 

forward to help them meet with their basic needs, so our solidarity reaches more than 

1200 families of migrants. 

Sr. Elizabeth Rani SSpS - Brazil North 

  

Pastoral Online for Children and Youth 

In Java Province, the Sisters involved in Pastoral 

ministry have been reaching out to children and youth 

online. There are three such groups in St.Yakobus 

Parish, Surabaya. Sunday School is for a group of 

children in elementary class; English Club is Sunday 

School using English language instead of Bahasa 

Indonesia, and youth group which consists of students 

and employees. Each group has around 30 – 70 

members.  

Normally, the elementary school children follow the 

program from their homes. We work together with lay 

people and provide the groups with different topics 

from the Bible and catechism.  We make use of games, 

dance, songs and other creative ways to help them in 

their faith formation.   The children and youth 

responded with great excitement and enthusiasm. 

We introduced missionary life to these groups in order 

to promote vocations by inviting some SSpS Sisters, 

SVDs and lay partners from different parts of the 

world. The online pastoral ministry challenged us to be 

creative and adaptable. It was a good opportunity for 

helping them widen their view about different cultures, 

places and people. 

 

Sr. Yuliana Kristiani Dewi SSpS – Java 
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Digital Missionaries 

In the year 2020, we, as a Parish, began to share Lenten Retreats. In the diocese, we 

were the first and the only ones reaching out to the people in person before the 

Pandemic. 

 

We know that Mission is to go out, walk, leave everything, get out of oneself to be with 

the excluded and the ones who suffer most. It is difficult to be missionaries in person, 

yet at this time, we become digital missionaries, by sharing the Gospel Reflections, good 

thoughts, and by teaching our elderlies to use social media and praying faithfully for 

each other. We started walking in a digital continent that has no frontier as we become 

“Digital Missionaries”. 

We hope that this new year 2021, the Arnoldus family will be able to fulfill  the duty of 

being baptized and sent so that the heart of Jesus may live in the hearts of all people.  

Monica Benitez, SSpS collaborator, ARM 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With deep sense of gratitude the Generalate 

Community extend thanks and good 

whishes to Sr. María de la Paz Vicente 

Fernández for rendering her service and 

help since February 2020 at the reception, 

dining room and historical archive. She 

returned to Spain, her homeland, to 

continue the mission in a new community. 
 

 

Generalate News 
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Lent in coronavirus time 

 

The pandemic is becoming an extended Lenten time for all of humanity regardless of 

creed, race or language. 

All are being called upon to change the way they act and to become better people as a 

condition even for survival. 

For us, missionaries, it is an opportunity to deepen our love for the Word of God and, 

with a compassionate heart, to accept suffering and transform it, out of love, into 

service, especially to the most vulnerable. Changing our attitudes, such as wearing 

masks, social withdrawal and extra care, making them a joyful expression of love and 

commitment to others, can make a big difference. 

Let us cultivate hope and gratitude, but also watch what we say, using the power of the 

word to animate, encourage, and strengthen but never to spread fake news, 

misinformation or pessimism. 

May the Holy Spirit prevent us from losing sensitivity for so many lives that are lost and 

so many others that are plunged into pain every day by the Covid 19... May we learn 

the art of suffering with those who suffer without losing peace and joy. With creativity 

we will give new answers to new challenges. 

Sr. Ana Elídia Neves, SSpS – Congregational Coord. of Communication 

  

“Courage and trust! God is not to be outdone in generosity.” 

Bl. Josepha Stenmanns 

  

“Courage and trust! God is not to  

be outdone in generosity.” 
Bl. Josepha Stenmanns 
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SSpS Worldwide E-Newsletter 
 

Thanks to all the provinces and regions who contributed to the  

SSpSWW E-Newsletter 172. 

For the next issue, kindly send articles to Sr. Ana Elídia Neves  

at comteam1@worldssps.org 

before 20 March 2021. Thank you! 
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SSpSWW Team 

 

Srs. Ana Elídia Neves, Gini George and Maria Yosefina Neno, SSpS 

English: Srs. Jacqueline Mulberge and Frances Grace Solis, SSpS; Spanish: Srs. Edita Vera,  

María Eugenia Ojeda, and Juana Gabriela P. Escutia, SSpS 


